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TO THE COURTE= 


ous Reader, and deſirous 


Ome yearcs ſence wee 
privatly imparted to 
Joun DuREus, 
a man learned,gadly, 
and moſt defirous of 
the Churches Peace, 

our advice of procuring Peace, betwixt 

| the Proteſtants. He thought fit to print 
our Opinion delivered in a Letter, and 
to preſent it to the view of the World. 

CAfter the publiſhing whereof , the 

ſame Dur &us, and alſs other moſt 

| worthy men, were inſtant , and did 

preſſe me with much earneſtneſſe that 

I would ſomewhat more largely, make 


an inquiry concerning the Funda- 


| mentals of the Catholique Faith, that 


a 2 


is 


To the Courteous 


———_—_—_— —— 


it might the better appeare, whether 
or no,the Proteſtants in all theſe agree 
among# themſebves : For traly and 
wiſely they did conceive, that Peace 
and Yniom could not be made np be- 
twixt them, who indite each ather, as 
guilty of violating and overturning 
the Foundation. But this they did 
not ſo adviſedly, that they accounted 
me, aman almoſt ſpent with old age, 
able to undergo the welght of ſo hard 
and heavy an imploiment. Therefore 
I long and rw gone the Denial to 


ſomeof my fri 


were importunate with me.to enter in- | 
#0 conſideration of this matter, and | 


conceived this imployment was to bee | 


committed to none, but ſome Divine | 


flouriſhing in his health and firength. | 


Tet I know not how, not long ſiuce, of | 


its own accordit came into my mind, 

that it would wot be amiſſe gf,(to give 

my ſelfe ſome ſatufattion,) 1 h 

« little meditate with my ſclfe , Ll 

the | 
| 


py 
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s, who deforedit and | 


% 


ould ' 
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Reader. 


| the =_— propounded - Hence Came 


forth this our Diſcourſe, however it 
be done : Which after that ont of our 
Study, it had come into the hands of 


| ſome friends, whilſt they requeſted it, 


and I was not unwilling, it came 4- 
broad imto the World. Bat we will not 
have this Traftate appeare in publike, 
unleſſe alſo accompanied with that 0- 
ther, which we formerly ſent ts Du- 
x Aus. Whichwe do, both for the 
affinity of the ſabjeft matter, which « 
well nigh the ſame inboth , as alſo 


| becauſe the one refletFs mutuall clear- 
| neſſe on the other. Meane time 1 ans 


not ignorant 0u how dangerous arock 
he toxchath , who offereth ts define 
Fundamentall Doftrines, or to bound 


- them within certaine limits. But 


it was enough for my purpoſe, with 
this our _ —— po whet* 
ted the induſtry of athers, 10 a more 
full and acurate explaining of this 
Matter. In the meane time, if thoſe 
Or 


To the Coutteotis Reader, 


g—— 


our paines may be any ways uſefull u | 


Peaceable Divines, towards the eſta: | 
bliſhing of Prace betwixt- Proteſtant 
Charches, for my part let themes. 
joy them, who the whilft ſhall enjoy 
this comfort , that my - weake beipe 
herein bath not been wanting to the | 
Church in diftreſſe. Farewell, | 
Brethren in Chrift, and Prince of | 
Peace, diligently endeavour to procure 


the Peace of your own Charches. 


he | AN ; 
|) EXHORTATION, 


o To Brotherly Communion: 

| betwixt the Proteſtant 
Churches. 

ERM3a20 s r worthy indeed of 

KA 4 | the conſideration of all 

6 Vs godly Divines, 'is that 

Speach of God himſelfe 

EAST in the Prophet Zachary, 

Love the T ruth,and Peace. To which alſo zach.8, 1g 


Truth in Love, Wee onghtnot t 

fore ſo farre to tender. theTrath, that the 

care of Peace ſhonld” be wholly negles 

Red,nor tobe ambitious of fuch an- Uni- 

ty, wherewiththe true Faith-js forſaken. 
; Let the Divines therefore which 'a- 
} counter cach- other, pretend what 'th 

| a 4 plcaſe 


agrecth that of the Apoſtle, Speake p the 
Ephe.4 I 5 


An Exhortation to 


Rom, 13: 


pleaſc of Religion and Faith, they hcar- 
tily love neither, which love not both ; 
They deſire neither with a godly mind, 
which deſire not both, For if every Na- 
turall body (as Philoſophers maintaine) 
noleſle defireth its own Unity than its 
Being ; I ſee no reaſon, why that Spiri- 
tuall and Myſticall body, which we call 
the Catholique Church, ſhould not with 
equall afeAtion defire its own Unity; as 
being that which if it bee diſſolved, it 
cannot really ſubſiſt,nor ſomuch as in the 
mind bee conceived. Therefore let us 
burne with a longing deſire after Truth, 
as great as poſſibly may be in godly Ca- 
tholiques : So be it in the meane time 
we forgct not that of Paxl, If it be poſ- 


fible as much as in you lieth live peaceably 


With all men; I ſay with all men embrace 
an outward, and civill Peace, with all 
Chriſtians» an Inward , Ecclefiaſticall, 
and Spirituall, This is the Will of Chriſt 
himſelfe ; This the defire of the 
Chriſtian Church, that all that beleeve in 
Chriſt may mcct and be joyned together 
in one Body,yca in one Heart and Minde, 
Theſe things therefore being thus, deſer- 
vedly are: thoſe Peace-making Divines 

| to 
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Brotherly Communion. 


to be prayſcd of all, who lately employed 
their paines in making a brotherly fel- 
lowſhip betwixt the Proteſtant Chur.. 
ches. For my part, would to God,for the 
Common good, I might give ſome ad- 
vice which may ſerve toadvance ſo holy 
a work, What I can, I will doatyour 
requeſt, beloved Dur # u $,and I will 
publiquely produce thoſe things, which 
very lately came into my mind, whilſt I 
thought on this matter. 

Therefore in the firſt place I conceive 
it mult bee conſidered, whether fuchan 
Union of. the Reformed Churches be- 
twixt themſelves be , by vertue 
wherof cach ſhould count other not only 
in the place of Friends, but Brethren; 
and becauſe of ſuch an Union, ſhould 
mutually receive , and returne betwizt 
themſelves all ſignes, effedts, and offices, 
not only of outward Friendſhip , but of 
Brotherly and Spirituall Communion. 
For if this meſt neere Union, which we 
{ſo much deſire, be impoſſible, Impoſſi- 
bilium nulla eſt obligatio, There is no tye 
which obligeth men to endeavour after 
Impoſſibilitics : but if it be poſſible, no 
cxcule can be made, why fo holy a _ 


—s 


An Exhortdtion to 


ſo acceptable to God, ſhould cither ber 


oppoſed, or delayed any longer. + Now | 
what I have faid, that it mult bee engui- | 


red of in the firſt place, whether ſuch a 
Communion be poſlible,: That ought fo 


to beunderſtood , although the' beaten | 


Controverſies ſtill remaine betwixt the 
private Doftors of particalar Churches, 


: 
: 


which all ſee, and the godly figh for,have | 


ches. 
Although a full and perfetagreement 


all theſe Controverſies, yet truly '*t 


can ſcarce be hoped for, much leſſeeffe» | 


Qed in one'age , That ſo many heads 
ſhould agree in one opinion, But that 
the Churches may in the meane time, 
notwithſtanding theſe Controverlies de+ 
undecided, make up bet wixt theme 

ves a brotherly and holy Communion, 
may appeare from thence, that as oft as 
the Divines of both- fides have begun 
from their ſoules todefire, and ſeriouſly 
toattemptit, ſo oft, avd ſo much have 
they effefted herein: as themſelves were 
deſwous' to effet , and :without doubt 
had broyght more .to;-pafſe ,' if ' their 


OWne 


fo long diſquicted the German Chur+ | 


betwixt Divines, is to be wiſhed for in | 
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Brotherly Communion. 


owne want of will had not beene their 
Witnefle Zmber: hirmſclfe, and the 
Helvetians, betwixt whom whillt there 
remained ſome difference of opinion a- 
bout the Preſence of the Body of Chriſt, 
a friendly Union was drawn up at May- 
purg. Luther profeſſing that hee would 
not grant this prayſe to the adverſe par- 
ty, thatthey ſhould be more defirous to 
embrace peace and: concord than him- 
ſclfe. Which agreement, I know not by 
what Engines ſomewhat battered. and 
ſhaken, they again tenewed; evenwhillt 
Lother rejoyced thereat, and counted it 
neceſlary, after he had dihgently confide- 
red the Confeſſion of the Helvetians, 
that they ſhould joyne their hearts and 
right hands together. But if any -con- 
ccive that this agreement was not ſo full 
and perfet an Union,as that which now 
weaffirme is poſſible to be made; wee 
deny it not, but adde this moreover 
That not the impaſſibility of the thing it 
ſelfe, bat the will of ſome private mer 


Hyſoam. 
Hiſt.Sacras 
Anno 
1529, 


Idem An. 
I F3T7»" 


not yet well purged fromehe froth, and 


drofie of a wr have hindred this 
worthy , godly work , from being 
| brought 


An Exhortation to 


Ibidem, 


brought to the finall upſhot and happy 
1 For as touching Bxceyr,and 
other principal Divines conſenting with 
him, they not only requeſted a brotherly 
& abſolute Communion, but alſo endea- 
yourcd to demonſtrate, that it muſt bee 
done , and omitted no Offices which 
conduced any thing thereunto. 
Moreover, hou poſſible this brotherly 
Union and Communion is betwixt Pro- 
teſtant Churches,is witneſſed by that co- 
ſent of the Polonian Churches, not long 
fince made at Sendomsria, and hitherto 
rdigiouſly obſcrved. They could not final- 


ly take away all Controverſics, but they 


could bid farewell to all difſentions, and 
eſtabliſh ſo necre a Communion betwixt 
themſelves , that they refuſed not to ad- 
mit cach other into their Congregations, 
either to the hearing of the Word Prea- 
ched, or receiving of the Sacraments. 
Which holy and brotherly conjum&tion 
of the Polonian Churches,the moſt wiſe 
Prince Eleor LeWwys, and Count Pala- 
Jie, not only by his Letters congratu- 
lated untothem, but alſo heartily prayed 
that theGod of heaven would graunt the 


fame tothe German Churches. What 


there- 
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Brotherly Communion. 


therefore was once faid to peaccable Sa- 
lomon, about the building of the Temple 
of Zerwſalem ; That fay I to all le 
Divines, about the making of ly 
fellowſhip betwixtReformed Churches, 
eAriſe therefore, ye godly men,and be doing 
and the Lord bee With you: Let us not 
doubt, but that now may be done,which 
elſewhere all confeſſe hath beene done. 
But leaſt this vaine ſcare-crow of an im» 
poſſibility ſhould hinder and delay the 
endeavours of Princes, Divines, and all 
pious men in this matter, T will reckon 
up thoſe obſtaclks and impedi , 
which in very deed doe make the Com- 
munion betwixt Proteſtant Churches al 
together impollible, whence it will a 
peare that no ſuch thing blocks up the 
way, but that the German Churches, c- 
yea whillt theſe controverſies do depend, 
may enter brotherly Communion be+ 
twixt themſelves, and may wholly ob- 
ſcrveit when it is entered. 

Therefore the firſt and greateſt ob« 
ſtacle wherewith Churches,as yet not a- 
precing inall Queſtions of Nivinity, are 

indered from mecting together inone, 
is the uſurped Dominion, which one 
C - 


Chron. zz 


16, 


As Exhortetion to 


challengeth over another, or the exers 
cifing of any Tyrannicall Juriſdiction, - : 
For if ſome one Church will ſo lord 
it over the Faith of others,that it will ac- 
knowledge none for Brethren , or-re- 
ccive none into Communion with it ſelf; 
—_— as - I 
what : oal ve peake, 
there om left of making. or __ 
ing brotherly Union betwixt ſuch,int 
differences about opinions whatſoever, 
RR the Holy Scripture forbids 
us in this fort to make onar ſelvs vaſlals to 
any mortall men : Our only Maſter ' for- 
bids us that we ſhould not in this man- 
ner acknowkdge carthly maſters Lords 
of our- Faith. That Church , which gti 
thoſe termes is received into Commiinis 
on ,with'another Church , gaines- not 
Peace thereby , but enters it ſelfe into a 
Covenant -of moſt unjuſt ſlavery. The 
Romifltr Church alone;- hath arrived at 
lucha height of pride and madnefſe, as 
tothruſt out all thoſe Churches from the 
Communion of Saints , and curſe them 
tothe pit of Hell, which refaſe to un- 
dergo this Antichriſtian yoke , of abſo- 
hits and blind obedience, - God of his 
_—_ goodneſle 
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Brotherly Communion, 
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goodneſle keep this madnefſe of the Pa-' 
piſts fare from Proteſtant C hurches ; 
which if it ſhould prevaile in them , it 
were not lawfull , not indeed to hope, 


| yea not to with this Conjunion of 


Churches , which all ought to' defire. 
But (thankes bee to God) it'is well 
known, itis moſt ſure, that all and- every 
one of the Reformed Churches from 
their whole hearts abhorre their Anti- 
chriſtian ambition of domimiering. Ther- 
fore this principall hinderance is remo- 
ved out - of their way, which aſeth to 
make an everlaſting Schiſme berwixt 
thoſe Churches, which as yet agree not 
inall things, and with the lame A&ren- 
ders the Union betwixt them'in very 
CO y 
"The ſecond obſtatle, comming be- 
tween, makes the Union and Commu- 
nion of divers Cturches ( fuppeſe the 
Sax and Hilvetian) im le, as 
the approving of Idolatrous worſhip on 
the one ſide, and detefting it onthe 0» 
ther, Secing that-'inn Hoſea well 
known to all the godly , Thowyh {ſracl 
play the harlot ," yet let not. ndah offend ; 
(ome ys not into, &ec; And that of the 'A- 


Chap, 4. 
Is. 


uAn Exhortation to 


2 Cor,6. 
I6, 


4 And What agreement hath the 

T emple of God With Idols ? andalmoſt in» 
finite paſſages to the ſame purpoſe. Well 
ſpake Tertllian of this matter, Idolatrry 
# the principall crime of Mankind , and 
che bighals gui of 029 apy. God Bier? 
fore 10 ſeverely commanding , that we 
ſhould fly from Idols and all Idolatry, 
though ſhadowed over with what faire 
pretences ſocver , thatis to be counted 
morally impoſſible which cannot be 
done without ſome ſtaine of Idolatry, 8 
ievous offending of Gods Majeſty. Seo 
the grand and horrible hinderance, 
whereby the Reformed Churches' are 
compelled,not without great gricfe, and 
horror of mind to remaine out of the 
Communion of the Romiſh Church, 
For they ſo dote on their Idols , and cn- 
force them on others to be adogeg, - that 
none can comet leaſt abide in Commu- 
nion with them , except with the ſame 
deed he will become a molt manifeſt I- 
dolater. If the German Churches could 
not enter and retaine this holy Commu- 
nien betwixt themſclves, but that cather 


——— 


they mult be tycd to the exerciſe of an I- | 


dolatrous worſhip , or at kaltwiſe bee 


bound | 


| 
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B otherly Communion, 


It 


bound to beleeve and confefſe rhar 
fuch a worſhip is not unlawfull , I 
ſhould not doubt ro affirtie chat ſach 
4 Communioh is impoſſible , which 
cannot be obtained but on ſuch hard 8& 
heinous Cotidiriotis , for we can only 
doe chat, which we may doe lawfully, 
as rhe Lawyers uſe to ſpeake. But 
here we have chac for which we ooght 
ayaine and agalne to give thanks unro 
God , who hath made che Reformed 
Churches, albeit lictle agreeing in all 
concluſions of divine knowledge, yet 
Unanimouſly co conſent, and wonder 
fully ro agree inthe condemning and 
aboliſhing of all Idolatry. Iftherefore 
at this very houre the Proteſtant 
Churches defire all ro meer in one bro-« 
therly Communton, not fo much as 
the leaſt ſpot of ſtaine of Idolatry were 
to be feared on either fide. Away 
therefore with all pretence of Impoſ- 
ſibility drawn from chis Reaſon , nei- 
ther ler it make mens mindes or endea- 
yours ſtep afide from this ſo holy a put- 
poſe, and defigne. 
The third and laſt obſtacle , whenee 
the Cotthmuntiion of divers CONT 
&> 


1/ 


An Exbortation to 


berwixt themſelves is held impoſſible, 
is the aſſerting and deiending of ſome 
Fundamenall Article, neccflary to be 
known and beleeved to the ſalvation of 
Chriſtians, onthe one fide , which is 
ſound and Catholique and the deny-= 


ing and oppoſing the ſame,onthe/orher | 


fide, which is Hereticall. For to grow 
rogecher ivto one with Herericks fub- 
verting the foundations of the Chriſti- 
an Faith, is co ſtart off from Chriſt, the 
Foundation of the Chriſtlan Church, 
Concerning this hinderance, becauſe ie 
is a matter of greateſt moment, we muſt 
diſpure ſomewhat more largely. 
berefore in the firſt place , T con- 
ceive that is to be counted a Funda- 
mentall Article, which through the 
will of God rey it to the attai» 
ning of Salvation and eternall happl- 
nee; is ſo neceſſary to be known and 
beleeved; that from the Ignorance, and 
much more from che oppoling thereof, 
men runne the mani azard of lofing 
eternall Life. This care and charge 
lycs not upon the Divines of our age, 
thar chey thould forge new,and fund - 
mentall Articles of the C—_— 
i; Fat 
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Brotherly (ommunion. 13 
Faich for  Ctmiſtian people: That 
which was not Fundamencall in the 
times of the-Apoſtles and Primitive 
Church, cannvt with all- our A flir- 
mings, wrdtglings; and Carfings,be- 
come Fundarmencall. © Theſe firſt Be- 
leevables which we'have gathered ; and 


| brought togsther our of the whole bo- 


dy of the Scriptures-into the Apoſtles 

Creed , makegsup that Rule of Funda» Epif. 57. 
menctall F aith.,' which eLs, uſtine cals <4 Dardax, 
common to ſm ill 1nd great, and decers 

mines' that it muſt be maihtained of all 

with PerſevEratice ,/ whercof Hilary al- 

moſt ro 'the-ſame purpoke. o 6 _ 

ſafe for us to retaine that firſt and ſole E- , 1. 
vangelicall Faith confeſſed and underſtood —_ -— 
» Baptiſme,And I think theApoſifle had 
aneye tortheſe Fundamentall Articles 
when he calls Titus, mine oxpne ſon after 
the commen Faith, This common faith, 
compriſed inthe Apoſtles Creed, pro- 
poſeth tolall Chrittians co beleeve rhe 
admirable workmanſhip of all Crea- 
rares made ofnothing, the unſearcha- 
ble Myſtery ofthe Trinity, which is ro 
be adored, the benefit of Chriſt Incar- 

nared, Suffering , Rigg againe, -_ 

2 rinca, 


Titus 14. 


I4 


An Exhortation to | 


. -, bave comaiedio this ſhoxtCaecd,aud 
endcavours lead hisdifecopformable 


Charch ever. oo _ 


rified, beftowed on miferable finners3 
add | why 99m. "PR from 
thence, t CWPLIOR _—_ 
the Sanftification: of Gods peculiar 
Een ein woes of 
ves rgivencs 
the Refarretion 


ofthe | | 
2 Glotification of the 
—e believeth all rhinga —_ " 


to the procepu of Chrifs.,.is not tobe 
diſhed our ofthe it of Chrifdavs, nor 
to be driven.feom the Communion of 
eher Chriſtians, mengbers of what 


He thar ol 
any of hefonicles, TL. gh | 
lenzelco bimelfthe pame of Chriſti | 
ay is tobe driven ave keptoff from | 


"" i Communice of thoſe which rights | 


y belteve 73 yet. I acknowledge, tha * 
befides the Articles, many Do&riney | 
are —_—_— the holy $9876 a | 
out 0 y | 
duced by firme ates Rad an atd 
very profuableio be known , and cons | 
duce much. to proficiency in Divine | 
now- 
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| knowledgcbur thenarlalt are rw oe 341d 
; under the peril of loſing 8alvation6r 


Communion,when they are mauifettly 
declared and-underſtood vobe contai- 
ned in the Scriptures, or atceflarily ts 
follow ourof them. In thieſer}iingsif 
aty Church, cannor ſo cleete the'rrath 
of her opinion to other Churches as co 
draw them to the ſame opinion , thee 
ought ro caf} off their ertors , but ought 
not to caſt off brotherly: Communioh 
wich chem becauſe of theſe errours. 
To theſe I adde, .that altkongh fome 
place of Scripture may' ſtem torheſe 
Churches to ctablifh a Fundamentall 


Article, ſceris noe umto' others; yet 


in this diverfiry of opinions there is 
not cauſe juſt enough ro break off the 
Commumior, fo be it boch fides pioutly 
beleeve the fame Articte and acknow* 
ledge it ro be cleerty and folidty foun- 
ded on other places of holy Scriprure. 
Laſtly, and this 4l> maſt be added, Ir 
is retthey impoſſible ,/ nor fwarving 
from the daty of good Chviftians,co re- 
tain communion with eho(e'Churehes, 
who (cem to ns to follow ſome opinion 
which truly cannor =_ rogerher with 

3 a 


An Exbertation to 


a fundamemnall Ariicle; fobeic, -asin 
the meave time, they profeſſe the ſame 
Article, and with both armes, ( as we 
ſay ) embrace it. Forit abhors from 
the rule of Charity , yea from ſound 
reaſon, that any, tor thoſe Conſequens 
ces by himſelfe neither underftood, 
nor granted, ſhoald be conceived to 
have denied or rejeQed a fundamentall 

' Article, which he firmly beleeves, ex+ 
plicicly affirmes , and'if need were, 
would. Sek and Siguethe truth thereof 
with his@wn blood,  -Mare true and 
favourable is the judgement of a great 
Bucery, And peaceable Divine z It isnor our 
part, to havereſpe& ;orhar,, which of 

ir ſelfe followeth of any opinion; but 

tothat, which followeth im their con- 
ſciences, who hold that Point, which 

we conceive oppoſite to a fundamen- 

tall Article, For. even as he that be- 

lieveth any'true Principle, doth not 
preſently believe and underſtand all 

;thoſe thingawhich learned Men by con» 

- ſequences may deduce from rhe ſame; 

' fohe thatiholds afiy falſe opinion dorh 

,not initancly hold all thoſe things, 

which thoſe of berter fight do perceive 
4 to 
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to be con joyned witi1,or toulowins it» 
ter that falſe opinion. Ir is lawtuil 
therefore ro urge ſuch conſequences to 
ſnatch our brethren from their Errors, 
bur odiouſly ro charge them therewith 
as if they were their own proper Do 
Arines, it is unlawfull. How farr this 
ſpreads ir ſelfe, and how forcible ic is 
to eſtabliſh broth: rly un1on berwixt 
Reformed Churches , Wiſe men and 
lovers of the Peace of the Church, 
may eafily obſerve. For if itbe gran- 
ted that Communion onely is impoſſi- 
ble (that is, unlawfull)wich choſe Con- 
gregarivns , which expliciry reje& 
any fundamenrall Article, or detend 
an Hereſfie which ſtabs the Heart and 
cuts aſunder Communion with Chriſt 
himſelfe, that alſo will follow, that this 
brotherly Communion which we fo 
much - defire berwixr the German 
Churches, may be cſtabliſhec berween, 
Churches which are found, and thoſe 
which are nor ſo well in health;berween 
Churches of a more , andof a (eſſe re. 
fined Scandard, Therefore I-t thoſe 
Churches which ſtick ro the founda-» 
tion, depart from thoſe which by A» 

b 4 poltacy 


18 


An Exhort ation to 


Rom.t4-1. 
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poſtacy [lide back from it, bur in the 
nxeanetime , from thoſe which erre in 
matrers of lighter momenr,neither'dis» 
joyn from Chriſt the fountain of life,lex 
them not depart. The Apoſtle com» 
mands us', to recejue the weake in 
faith,not rocalt chem off, Wee that are 
ſtronger ought to beare the infirmitiss of the 
weake , and not to pleaſe our ſelves , ſaith 
the ſame Apoſtle. That Church plea» 
ſerb jc ſelfe too much which ſcorns and 
diſdaincs other Churches, as unwor- 
thy of her Communion,for ſome weak» 
nefle in their underſtanding , which 


' are found guilty neither of Tyranny, 


Fd 


Lib.2:C.7o 


Idolatry, nor any deadly Hereſie ; 
Not fo, the Fathers of the. ancient 
Church, whoſc defire and care, in mas» 

ing agreement berwixt particular 
Churches , ſcattered over the whole 
world, may be obſerved inthe Centu- 
rifts through every hundred of yeares, 
BRuc that very ficly ſerverth our purpoſe, 
which Optatus Milvitanw hath writ» 


ten : 'T hat the Churches , through the 


whole world , by the intercourſe of Formall 


letters , might agree in the fellowſhip of one 
Communiov, Now in thoſe formall, 


Peace» | 
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peaceable, ar Synodall lerrers, nothin 
elſe was contained , befides the conte(- 
fion of the Catholike Faith eſtabliſhed 
jn the Creeds, and briefly explained 
againſt Heritiques,by rhe generall con- 
ſenc of the uriiverſall Church,in the Ni- 
cene,Calcedonimn, and other Counccls, 
Ofinfinice other queſtions, which may 
ariſe,and be canvaſſcd berwixe the'pri- 
vace N»Qors of diſperſed Churches,no 
Church either required or expetted a 
forme of abſolute conſent from ocher 
Churches, For if withour this, the 
brotherly Communion berwixr parti« 
cular Churches, were adjudged im- 
ible, ro the cementing an! foder« 
ing thereof, we ſhould not ſtand in 
need of Synodall Epiſtles, or briefe 
formes of confeſſions , but of huge 
volumes of controverſies. Bur if we 
refuſe to learn ofthe ancient Fathers; 
yer now at laſt let us learn of our Ene- 
mies, that the brotherly communion 
of Mindes, Duties of Courteſie , and 
Sacraments , is not impoſlible berwixt 
theſe Churches which defend contrary 
opinions , about controvetfies never to 
be decided. I ill Gy nothing of the 
wrang- 


An Exbortation to 


wranglings of I homiits and $coilts, 
nothing of rhe Dominicans and Je- 
ſuires : There 1s at this day a contro» 
verſic beaten aud bandied berwixt the 
Churches of che Romith Religion , of 
more moment , than all thoſe things, 
whereabout Proteſtants doe ſtrive, if 
they were rouled up in one bundle: I 
mean that of che infallible Judge, inall 
queſtions of the Chriſtian Faich. The 
Spaniſh and Iralian Churches defend 
the Pope to be this Supreame Judye , 
warranted with the irrefiſtable aucho- 
rity of Chriſt himſclfe, andfo inſpired 
and inlightned with the ſpirit of truth, 
that in all his decrees and dererminari» 
ons, wherewith he intendethro bind 
the whole Church , hecaninno wiſe 
erre and be deceived. Bur on the 0- 
ther {id-, the French Churches,cry him 
downe, juſtle him our of his infallible 
chaire, and conclude him to be ſo ſub- 
j<& roerror, thatifin matters of faith 
or manners, he refuſethiro' obey and 
robe order<d by. the judgement and 
Authoricy of a general] Councell, rhey 
voice him, to be counted for a Schil- 
marique, and a Hererick , and one ro 


be 
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agreat difference about 
the very Pillar of the Catholike faith. 
Yer in this, brawling abour opinions, 
there isno' breaking off - of brotherly 
communian betwixc the Churches 
themſelves. Tell icnot in Gatb nor: 
publiſh ir in the ſtreers of Ajſca/ox, that 
the Philiſtiaes were - more forward 
than the.Ifraclices to preſerve Peace 
and unity berwixe_ chem. Laſtly, if 
ſuch controverſies ſhould make an u- 
nion betwixrt particular Churches im. 
poſlible , I faine would have one ſhew 
ro me,even but rwo Churches(where-' 
of one is not ſubje& to rhe other)which 
mult not of avea Gay Seatenatedaikide 
aſunder, and as it were with a partition 
wall divided-each from other. For 
we returnto this poin:, that we 
only.admit and allow of this Separa: i- 
on from other Churches,for diſſenting 
in Fundamentals, the communion 
of the Catholike Church anciently fo 
bighly extold , will be bur a bare name 
& fainedritle, tro whichthe heart of che 
thing irc ſelfe will never anſwer. 
The. Donatiſts of old were wont to 
ſay, that the Church had periſhed our 


ot 


Auguſt.de 
unit. Ecl. 
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of the whole world hefides , and onely 
remained in the party of Donatwe. The 
Romagiſts, in this point, are pure 
down-right Donatifts., who ſhout it 
out, that the Catholikc Church is 
found only in the part ofthe Pope of 
Rome. Ic is our duty-to deteſt ſich 
Schiſmaticall wickedneffe, and rakeep 
and profefſe brotherly Communion 
with all Chriſtian Churches, which we 


adjudge not as yet to be dis 
from Chriſt the Head on qe 


Idolatry, or not atall to be ſhunned by 
other Churches, for ufurpation of Ty- 
ranny« 

What hitherro bath been diſputed 
about thoſe Obſtacles , which make the 
communion of divers Churches be- 
wwixc themſclve impoſſible , and alfo of 
thoſe different opinions , which no 
wayes cauſe the fame , all aime ar this 


end,T hat if iccould be agreed betwixe . 


Divines, that thoſe controverſies 
which ſo long have troubled and ry 
red the Proteſtare Churches, arenor of 
ſuchimportance, rhat , whether ons 
came offro this or thar fide in; their 


depart 
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depart from C it and the Fundamen- 'F 
tall Faith ; Al mcoa Hereſe 


ſtant , even whileſt theſe 
diſſeutions rather of the Schooles than 


overall thoſe comtroverfies, whichare 
in agitation berwixt them , feeingrhe 
periſhech when the rharrer 


24 An Exhort ation to 


In Epiſt. ad ſame variety 81 ehewerly and manner of 
Lutherum. ſpeaking, ' Lutber aid formetly'; If 
Contra (R0-"; 4 beleece); and tekeh; that the trut body, 


bert Atrm- 


ren. &+ al;- 40d r0eblooduf our Lords exhibited, gi | 


bi. Hoſp. ven; att #3ken,in ths Touhds Supper',- and 
Hiſt. Sacr- not tht bitad awd inieonl , atid that this 
$4-144 rmeceivinggandexbibining is done truly,aud 
not: \maginarily , we care. agreed. / At 

rhetkime yime Bucer with hus affociares 

did grunt ; - Thar the erve body, and tree 

bloadef the Lord ; wenexbibited, goven, 

and 1zhewintb the vifible ſignes, Bread & 

Wine." 7 ares Andrewr v rote foriner- 

ly ;\ Wnt neither are of opinion of tht G a= 
pernazter,na doe-we vecesve the Tranſub= 
ftavriation of the 'Papiſir , nor doe wees 

ftakkiſh Phyſical or) Locall preſence, ot 
incheſtot of the badly. jt :and. blood Clog 

in the holy Sup per Nejtber doe theje wards, 

Subfiam jally', 'Cbeporally, Orally, 

figpifu te-m any thing elſe, befides the true 
preſtuve'dndeating of) the Botly and Blood 
in theboly Supper : Now let: us heare 
wharwas the Judgement of the'Helve- 
tian {thurches 2 Adhongh they deny 
3 Abſwbſtantration $0 by made, neither con+ 


Hoſp. Anno 


1536: 12%" cefur there ir made \eny Lycall inclufiom in 
the. Brend, cor. any durable conjunttion 
| out 
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out of the je of the Sacrament , yet they 
grant the Bread to be the Body-of Chriſt in 
8 Sacramentall Union , and that when 
the Bread is reached forth, th: Body of 
Chriſt, is together preſent and exhibited. 
o one thing can be more like to ano» 
ther than is che judgement of the Hel- 
vetians to the judgement of the Lu- 
therans, Yer if any ſuſpeft , thar 
under. this concord of words , 
ſame Repugnancy of meaning and 0- 
pinion may lye hid , neverthelefſe this 
18 to, be urged, and enquired into, 
whether this Repugnancy be ſuch and 
of ſo great moment that it renders the 
Peace. and [Inicy berween Churches 
1mpollible, and makes _u Schiſme _ 
disjoynting betwixt them nece 
= Nog, I know it a 
farre otherwiſe to moſt learned and 
ſolid Divines, when they fide not ta 
take part, and are without the Liſts 
of this diſcord, | Now. as concerning 
thoſe controverſies of the Omnipre- 
ſence of the Body of Chriſt , the-come , 
munication of his properties, and 0+ 
thers thac firſt may {eem to have bred, 
whoſoever ſhall weigh with Judge. 
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mem what is grauted, what acnyed on 
both fides, ſhall preſently gan 
neither oftheſe,norof chote anyFundas 
mentall Article is called imo queſtion; 
much leſſe a__ , oro ne. 
For, whatſocver was determined of 
theſe marters , by che Catholique 
Church in the Creeds , and Generall 
Councells, that , both fides receive 
and profeſſe, whatſoever was rejeRed, 
and condemned, that, both alikere« 
jc&, and abhorre : bur that ſomerimey 
one Party ſhould endeavour to draw 
the other by che ſmall cords of conſe« 
' quences imo the dirr of filchy H 
is not a thing ſo much to be adi 
asto be _—_— Weall know the 
cuſtome of angry difpurants, eſpecial 
after they have begun to be ought 
| hot with long conrending. Alſo we 
have briefly rouched before , what is 
to be conceived of Herefies , which are 
charged on. others, by conſequences 
nor arall granted or underſtood. For 
the preſent , this one thing may ſuffice 
wo demunttrare the poſſibility of bro» 
therly conimunion; That, on neither 
ſide any doQtrine , which is point 
blanke 
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blanck: contrary to a ÞLundation of Devor.to” 
Faich, -or (to uſe Tertabliuns word ) Tim Satu- 7 
ſuch ad fiv up ,and devours Sal-,** 

vation, is .cxpliciely defended ; yea 

thok whichare ſuch, ateall cleerely 

= cxplicialy condemned on both 


ca. \FXIS 

It there be any other new contro» 
rerfies bred berwixt the Chorches, a 
abour Predeſtination, Freewill,and rhe 
like ; They can with no colour be pre- 
rended for the hindering} of the Chur- 
ches communion, For in all theſe, 
this one chingalone belongs rothe Ca- 
tholick ; and; Fandamemal! Faith ; 
Thar the free Grace of God,in predeRti- 
nating miſerable men, in convertion of 
ſinners , in ferting free of mens wils x 
Laſtly, in perſeverance , and Salvation 
ofthe be fotally acknowledged; 
that whatſoever he to the attai- 
ning of the ftare of Grace or Glory, or 
whatfoever is done by men in re- 
ference hicherro, that wholly be gi- 
ventoGod, and granted coGods ſpe- 
ciall grace-and merey :\. On rhe 0+ 
cher fide , wharſocver pertaines 22> the 
corruption of mans frature , whathd* 
C ever 
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ever io b1s ubkiinacy in hn, wharſoe- 
ver to the viciouinelſe and fervitude 
of Frcewill ; Laſtly, whatſoever draws 
miſcrable mortals to damnation, and 
rumbles rhem headlong into Hell , char 
we impure all this to our ſelves, and 
our owne demerits, andcommand it 
diſtance, ro be farre off tromGod him- 


fklfe. Whileſ-theſe things remaine | 


fixed , and immoveable ( as indeed 
S_ remaine ) although in the 
do&rines bwilc upon the Foundation, 
they have divers manners of concei- 
ving, andformes of fpeaking ; yea,al- 
though chey followdifferent opinions, 
ſuch errours arenot fo deadly, rhat 
for their ſakes a deadly hatred ſhould; 
be hatched,or thar a perpertuall Schiſm 
ought ro be noriſhed berwixr thejchur« 
ches, It rherfore this once be agreed on: 


berwixt Divincs; thartheir ſtrifes nei-: | 


cher were,nor are abouc any fundamen 
call Articles,an. things alcogether ne- 
ceſſary co be known ro Salvation;with' 
all ic will appeare, Thar it is not impo- 
ſſible chat Union and Communion 
berwixt the Churches be renewed, that 
chis pernicious Schilme be —_—_ 
taken 
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taken away, and a bl: fed Peace for the 


time ro cone be holily preſerved be- 
ewixt the GermnChurches. Now itfol= 
lows in the nexeplace,fince we perceive 
this unionis poſſible, that we confider, 
Whether Princes, Du@tors , and even 
all Chriſtian people , be not ryed by 
vertue of Gods command, and their 
owh: bounden'duty , every one for his 
own part to endeavour that this Bro- 
therly Communion, as ſoone as con» 


_ veniently it may be ; be eſtabliſhed 


berween che Churches. 

- Inthe firſt place, that of Pax/menti- 
one.1 by us in che beginving, ſeems to 
intimare that we are all bound tothis ; 
If it be poſſible , and as naech as in you hy» 
eh , bave Peace with a) neen, If a Ci- 
vill and ourward Peace is to be kept 
with ſo great defire berwixt all men, 
wichout doubt , the Spiricuall and 
Ecclefiafticall Communion betwixr 
Chriſtians, isto be procured and che- 
riſhed wich farre greater En'ieavours. 
Where therefore no unconquerable 

impolſibilicy hinders on the part of the 
thing to be done;mans Will cannot be 

excuſed , which herein negle&s , or 
C 2 refuſes 
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retuſes ,. is either lazy, or perverie r9 
abey the conumandement of God z nor 
is there cauſe, why any ſhould pre- 
tend, chat the differences of repug- 
nant opinions cannot as yet be recon- 
ciled. If in che meane time the Schiſms | 
of che Churches may bee taken a- | 
way (mounnicente oy YI had 
rather a Milſtone were tyed about my 
neck, and I caſt jaco che hofthe- 
Sca, than that I would hindera work. 
fe acceptable ro God , fo necefiary ra 
the avoyding of ſcandals.,; or nor with 
allkny.mind and might turcher and ad- 
vance the ſame. | 
Hicher it may be added, that all have 
need ta.confelle , chat true and genu- 
ine charity is go lefſe neceflary to Sal- 
vatianfor all Churches, and members 
of Chriſtian Churches, than the true, 
anderyire profeſſion of ſound and fa- 
ving Faith. For by this badge, our | 
Lordand Saviour Feſia Chrsft, would 
hare bis czue Diſciples diſtinguiſhed, | 
and diſcerned, from thoſe that are 


J#13-35- Falſe, and coumerſeir ;. By this al foal 


know that you ave my Diſciple , if yee loue 
ave anether ; Now lT leave iro bede 
ci 
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cided of every mans conſcience ; what 
charity at laſt that is, which permics 
Cheiltian Churches on no juſt cauſe 
of refuſall, mutually ro deny the right 
hands of fellowſhip, and cternally ts 
deteſt the making ofan[Inion berwixt 
them. Is ic not enough for us ro de- 
part from the Hay and Stubble; thats, 
the errours f other Churches, except 
alfo by making* a voluntary reiit, we 
depart fromthe Churches themſelves, 


which never as yet deparied Fom 


Chriſt? 
Befides I ſeeme ro my ſelfeto have 

obſerved, both thoſe that emrbracerthe 

Zwmghen, and Lathcran dotrine ( as 


they uſe ro call ic ) on both fides to 


acknowledge, rhat the Churches, whe- 
ther they maintaine that ; or-rhis do» 
Arine, remaine the true Charches /of 
Chrift, or the trae members 'of the 


-Catholique Church under Chrif the 


head. The Illaftrious Princes theit- 
ſelves, in their Preface to the forme of 
concord cleetely' profeſſe-: ' That it is 
in ns wiſe their pxypoſe or intent, #9 dawme. 
thoſe men who cyre ont of a kindle of ſanmpli- 
city of b:art , nor ave they Mlifphonond o- 
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g-inſt ibe truth of be4venty doctrine, nah 
keſſe to comdemne whole Churches which 
ae wnder the Roman Empire nor tbat they 
did doubt, that even in thoſe (rebes 
m ny god'y were found, which bitherto 
conſented not with them w ail things. And 
alſo Lxcas Ofiander, when it was ob» 
jeRed againit him , that he called the 
Calviniſts the Devils Martyrs,diligent- 
ly purged himſelfe in this manner. 
They that bave beard my Sermons will ſay 
tht they never beard any raylings againfl 
the Martyrs of Chriſt , and my publike 
writings doe witneſſe, that I called them 
boly c Martyrs,that on Bartholomew day 
were murdered in France. Itis there- 
fore ſeriouſly ro be weighed, whether 
it be ſafe , whether ir be pious, whe- 
ther ic agree with the duty of Chriſti- 
an Churches, for every errour of ligh- 
ter moment,not to reach forth theri2he 
hand offdluwſhip rothoſe Churches, 
which notwithſtanding (this errour 
may remaine Chriſt's Martyrs , yea his 
holy brethren. Will they, nill they ; 
whoſoever acknowledge Chriſt rheir 
elder Brother , they mult of neceſſity 
have all the Bretbren of the ſame Chrift 
Jjoyned 
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:.” Moreover, I doubr not atall, but 

that the S.xo and Helvetian Churches, 
and ochers which eicher conſene with 

theſe, or thoſeacknowledge themſelves 
to have , and to deſire toretaine Bro- 
therly Conmumon with the Engliſh, 
Scetiſh, Friſh, and other forreign Refur- 
med Churches. Snrely as concerning 
us, alrhough we conſent not with 
them, 1n all pomes and cicles of con- 
troverſa!l Divinity, yer we acknows+ 
ledgechem Brethren in Chriſt and pro» 
reſt our ſelves ro have a Brocherly and 
holy Communion with them. Burif 
they themſelves be like minded ro» 
wards us, with what equity doe the 
German Churches amongſt chemielves 
| Ceprive each other. of that Brocherly 
| Communion, which with forrcign 
Churches they feare nr ro retaine? 
Whar therefore /4-/es aid of old .othe 
Ifaelnes that fought rogether; thas 
way truly be Gid to the Durch Chur- 
ches ſtriving amongſt rhem(elves, bar 
cannot truly be confured by them, Tee 
are brethren, why doe yee wrong one #0 ano= 
ther ? Cc 4 Laſtly, 
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Laſtly, what all rhe godly are bound 
ro begge of the moſt and good 
God, and requeſt itn their fervent 
Prayers, that this may come to paſſe 
our of doubt they are bonnd ro employ 
all cheir ſtudy., and endeavours: Bug 
who doth not daily folicite God for 
the peaceable, and flouriſhing Stare 
of rhe Church ? Who prayes not that 
thoſe rhings may be taken away,which 
crouble, vex, diſturbe, or any way hin- 
der the Spiriruall edification of rhe 
Church?This was the wiſh of the Roy- 
all Þſalmiſt, and the ſame ought alſo to 
be of Princes, Doors, and all Chriſti- 
ans z Neither did he only wiſh all good 
things tothe church of God,burſoughe 
for them, and procured them as much 
az lay in his powes This was his _ 
*risfurely oursalſo. And here I ſhould 
pot be ſo well employed, itin a long ſet 
Oration , I ſhould lay opento the Ger= 
man Churches, either the commodi- 
ries of Peace, and []nion, or thedif- 
commodiries of long laſting difſention. 
Thar of Prudextixe is inſtead of ah O- 


racle, 


Sciſſurs 
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w—— Sciſura domeffica bat 

Rem popmli : titubatq; foris quod diffi- 
det intre. 

Home-bred rents trouble the State, and 

= ſhakes abroad which is divided at 


6. 

Let them therefore looke to that 
which is for the ben<fic of their owne 
Churches, and ler them refolve with 
themſelves, that allthatis nor only ro 
be requeſted of God in daily Prayers , 
but alſo, it muſt be laboured after,with 
the greateſt, and unwearied endeavours 
of all men, that ir may be effeted and 
obtained, Neither let men unexpe- 
rienced in matters , hope that they ſhall 
ingratiate them ſelves the more with 
the Papiſts, and ſuffer lefſe damumage 
from » ifrhey refuſe to Joyn with 
thoſe, whom they call Calviniſts, What 
isr0 be hoped of them , Oſiander long 
fince hath told , The Papiſts (fairh he) 
burne the Lutherans no leſſe than the Zwins- 


. Ins Antiſt. 
fliant in thoſe |places , robere the Pope of 
Kome that feerce and cynell =_ hatb, and Mg 740 


doth exerciſe ful] dominion. y there- 
fore who are higheſt in their favour, 
can hope for no more kindnefſe from 
them, 


An Exbortation to 


them, than Polypbemas in Homer be- 
ſtowed on Vhſſes. | 
OuTiv yo) mV utTH does uſer 7d porn, 
I will eate Viyſſes laft after bu Compa- 
210715, qT 1 

They will devoure the C:hvinifts 
ſooner, che Lutberas: later , and atlaſt 
if they cantiiey will devoure all. 

Hicherco wee have employed our 
paines tro this purpoſe , thar this 
conmunion becwixt the Duteb 
Churches may bee underſtood, nor 
onely to be poſſible, but by vereue 
of Gods commandement aitog:.cher 
due, andneceflary, Ir renuines now 
that we (hew in what manner, and by 
what meanes theſe Churches miſerably 
rent, and torne aſunder; may with 
belt converiency and ſpeed be reduced, 
and made up together inro one Body: 
which I will endeavour to doe, rather 
tha | may manifeſt the willingneſle of 
my minde, to ſo worthy a worke, than 
thar I conceive thoſe noble Churches, 
and evermore ſtored with plenty of 


| 


learned, pious, and peaceable Divines, | 


toltand in need ofthe counſelt of for- 
reginers in this matrer. 
Far» 


; 


' 
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Foraſmuch cheretore as the tore laid 
controveriicy, may be agitated either 
berwixr Churches belonging co divers 
dominions,, whereof one is not ſub» 
je&ro another, or berwixt Chrilti- 
ans of the ſame Church, who acknow- 
ledge one,or che fclfe ſame Prince, or 
ſupreme Magiſtrate ; wee will ſpeake 
firſt of divers Churches Randing on 
ecrms of equa]] right,; hen of c; ie men» 
bers of ne and the felfe fame Church , 
how they xe all co be joyned tozerher 
amongſt rhemſ. 1 -es. 

For the reducing of divcrs Chur- 
che: into one communiun, | conceive 
no more fic and convenient way can be 
thought upon, thanthat fanilar one 
of appointing a faire and peaceable 

rence herwixt Divines choſen by 

the authority of their Princes. For if 
man think,that by calling a Coun- 

= of all che Reformi<d Churches, 
theſe queſtions, which have employed 
the wirs of moſt learned mien theſe ma- 
ny years, may within a few moneths 
pr years, or within one century of 
years be ſodefined, that the conſent of 
all men may be obtained in all rheſe 
| heads 
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heads of of controver(all Diviniry be 
it ſpoken with the good leave 
good men )to me it ſeems ſcarce likely; 
Secing the weakeeye of Mens mindes 
hardly pierceth into the nicity of ſub- 
tile comroverhies , even when ir far+ 
veys them being in quiernefſe ; Burif 
tbe, as ifit were full of black duſt, 
rayſed with the motion of Difputants, 
for molt part ir cannot ſo much as ſet 
them, or with a fixed and ſteddy looke 
behold them. And, ro ſp@ak the truth, 
Councels, eſpecia'ly thoſe that are 
Generall, ought rather to be uſed, 
for the defending and eftabli of 
cleere Articles of the Chriſtian Faith 
againſt Hereticks , than for the dif. 
cuſſing and defining ofhard ; and con- 
troverfies which are nor neceſſary at 
all. Ler us return therefore, to that 
cable, and Brotherly conference, 
which we lately commended : which 
if ir be appointed with thar minde, and 
mannaged in thar manner it ought, we 
are in great hope very ſhortly to ſee an 
happy agreement of the German Churr- 


This therefore ought firſt to be = 


mw o22 0902s HTS 


ln} 


= a & & © 


=o + ou BUY TAGnaGD.. nr 1 owe YO 


" Do 435 Ms oo w 


Bretherly Commumion 


led in the minde of all, who are encer- 
tained in the Conference,that they are 
not called together, that as adverſaries 
they ſhould coneend ; bur that as Bre- 
thren, they (hould ſeek and follow all 
lawfull wayextocabliſh Peace, For 
if they themſelves betwixe rhem- 
ſelves ſaw one another , and thinke 
they nwſt revy contentions , they 
will never perfwade Union and Peace 
berwixe the Churches ar variance : 
Therefore let them not ſomach as cf- 
fer to encer ianto the Labyrimhbs of the 
wonted difputations , bur let chem 
aime, anddire& their meeting to this 
one marke, that they may ſhew their 
Churches, that m_ — 
enough , why they mu- 
taall Union, Id long abhorre from 
joyning their right-hand of Brother- 

this may be done , ler ic be 
faced and determined inthe firft place, 
cancerning every controverfie , what 
of old was defined by the Suffrages of 
the Catholique Church , and under 
the paine of a curſe was to be believed 
ofall, Forabout things moſt Funda- 
mental}, chere may arile ſome queſt 


Ons, 


40 


lt 
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mcntall.and which the ancientFathers, 
it they had been movedin theirage, 
woulu never have offered to have defi- 
ned, within the perill ejcher ofray- 
fing, or continuing a Schiſme berwixt 


the Churches. For initance s That, 


Godis one in Effence, three in Perſons 
diſtinguiſhed berwixe them <'ves ;z that 
the Sonne is begouren ot che Father ; 
that the holy Spiric,is the Spiric of the 
Father and the Sonne; that theſe three 
Perſons are Cocternall, and Coequall: 
All theſe are delervelly derernincd & 
ranked am.ngit the Fundamental) Ar 
ticles. Now it any ſhould contend that 
all choſe things which are dilpured of 
the Schoolemen,ct the Manner of Pro 
ceeding and Begctting , are alſo Fun- 
damentall, and neceſfary to be derer- 
mined on one ſide ,. verily he by this 
his raſh Judgement , wovld gaine no 
favour wich Chriſt, or Chriſts Chnr- 
ches. Soalſo, That our Lord Feſi 
Cbriſt is God and Mm, and hath in 
one Perſon the Humane and D'vine na- 
rure inſeparably united cogether, and 
that we owe our Salvation ro God in- 
carnated 
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carnared, is a moſt folid F oundation 
of our Carhclique, and ſaving Faith. 
Notwichſtanding whatſoever may be 
asked, and diſputed of the unutte» 
rable manner ofthis Union , whatſoe- 
ver, of the manner ofthe Corporall 
preſence inthe Holy Supper , wharſo- 
ever, of the properties communicated 
to the humane nature, by the verrue of 
the Union, or of the Operations of 
the humane nature depending on this 
L[aion, it doth nor preſencly belon 
to Fundamental! Faith, but to ski 
in Divinity, and perchance not- to 
that neither, bur ſomerimes to the 
curiofity of Divines. Let this therefore 
be the firſt and chiefe care of the Di- 
vinesatche conference, accurately ra 
diſtinguiſh and ſever Fundamenralls 
from thoſe which are not Fundatnen- 
rall ;\neirher to take it for granted, 
that whatſoever ſeemes to touch and 
border on a Fundamentall Article is 
preſently Fundamental. - 

After they have agreed on theſe 
thinggcare muſt be taken that theſefun 
damentals be expreffed in few & cleer 
words , and be propounded to —- = 

e 


42 An Exhortation te 
. bliſhed with the commun content of 
De anime. the Churches , (erts ſemper ſremt in 
pauci, Thoſe things that are certaine 
are ever compriſed in few words , faith 
Tertwulkian: And whatlocver necefiary is 
tobe known tothe Salvation of Chri- 
ſtians, whatſhever makes men better 
or more blefſ.d, is fet in open veiw. 
Here is no place for. ſubtill diſtinftions, 
which one]y a quick faghted Eagle, or 
ſome Epidaurian Serpent can per» 
ceive, anddiſcerne ,- no place Caſas 
fringes of long explication , or pent- 
houſes,which we often ſee jerting out, 
not{o-much ro build up Chriſtians in 
Fundamental] Faith, asfor the enlar- 
ging of the DoQtory opinions, Laſtly, 
no place for Metaphyſical i 
tics,:-and abſtraked notions, which 
may trouble the heads of the learned, 
and dererre the mindes of the unlear- 
ned from the Catholique Faith ir ſelfes 
butneither bow the hearts of theſe or 
thoſe ro the embracing of the Faith of 
Fundamentall Articles. ' 

Butnow when thoſe things which 
belong to the Fundamencall and cort- 
mon Faith ofche Churches, are _ 

pri- 
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priſed infew words, and plaine, bur 
ſound formes of ſpeeches , and thoſe ſer 
aſide and lefr alone,which are nor asyer 
agreed on; It follows inthe nexc place 
that all peaceable Divines endeavour 
to make all throughly ro be perfwaded 
of this, That we mult no longer fight in 
boſtile manner with the danger of the 
Churches, loſſe of Peace, and ſcandal) 
of Schiſme, for thoſe things whereof 
Chriſtian people may be ignorant 
withour fault, or lofſe of Salvation: 
How wholſome , and neceſſary this 
Counſellis, rheraſhnefſe, and contra- 
ry praQtice of the Roman Church doch 
ea ly prove. For whileſt the; , noc 
at all conteve with the Articles of the 
Apoſtles or Nicene Creed, endeavour 
to thruſt upon the Chriſtian world 
new Articles of the Conventicle of 
Trent, they have lettthe everlaſting ,,., ,, 
matter of an everlaſting: Schiſme bes 5;gpu.c | 
twixt the Churches. How more advi- ad Zubajax | 
ſedly did Cyprian, that moſt holy Mar- prefa.ad 
tyr,and moſt learned Father of his age, _—_ _ 
who profeſſes that he would offer vio- "5 
lence to none for difference. in opini- 
ons, or violate —_” —_ Peace _ | 
is | 
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his Colleagues, or remove any 
man from: the right 
on, becauſe he was otherwiſe minded 
chan himſelfe ? Wich which Chriſtian 
charity, and gentleneſſe, erring Cypri« 
an —_ 4 of _ yarn | 
than St Bilhop of Rome being in 
che right opinion , and rending the 
Churches,as much as lay in his power, 
with his iSchilmacicall fpirit. R 
ing on the Example of this moſtholy 
Martyr , and on the judgement of Aw 


guſtine in this matter , I doubcnot to * 


affirm, that thoſe Doftors amongſt che 


and yet are ready to retaine Brocherly 
Communion/ with others, are held 
more excuſed from Schiſme before 
God than they who maintaine the rrue 
opinions in thoſe controverlies, and 
inthe mean time difdaine to hold Bro- 
therly Communion with other Chur- 
ches defiring che ſame. Conſent there- 
fore being had in Fundamentalls, al- 
though the Doors _ tully and 
perfettly agree in other things , 

m this Je chem all agree,that x4 Je 


mouth, and heart, they cry out roge- 
ther to God, Nuls 


Vide Aut. ; ; | 
Sh 4 Dxtch Churches which are deceived; 
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NuBs ſalws bello:pacem te poſcimms ones, 
In wer no ſafty: Peace, we all deſire thee, 


But ifany here ſhould demand what 
muſt be done with. theſe conrroverhies 
which cannoc be compoſed , leaſt by 
occafion of cheſe the Peace and [Jnion 
ofthe Church may either be hindered, 
oreroubled and broken againe after 
once it is made wp , theſe things ſeem 
to 'mee muſt be obſerved by the Di- 
vines of both parties. 

Firſt, what things hicherto have 
been ſpoken or written rather birrerly, 


and , thantruly, add with 
conſideration of the adverſaries 
the very hear of contention ; Lerall 


thoſe things be mutually pardoned for 
the publike good, and be buried in c- 
ternall oblivion. And if ſuch bookes 
ſhall|'chance co be reprinted” againe 
ler it not be done, except all the gall 
be purged our, whence the evill of 
- ——_—_ contention may againe a- 
riſe, | 

Secondly, whereas no man can pati- 
extly endure to have himſdlfe branded 
with the mark Rn 
d 2 


— 
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beed leaſt any be defamed with the 

name of Neſtorian, Eurychian, or any 

ocher damned Heretick , who &= 

{ly condemnes the Se: Bo 

&rines of thoſe Heteticks: for they can- 

nutabide firmely in Brotherly Com- 

munion ,::who perſiſt ro: exaſperate 

one another, wich ſuch rayling ſpeeches 

for (ome difference in opinion. More- 

over ict were to be wiſhed, that choſe 

ſirnames of Lutherans ,Zwinghans,C ak 

viniſts, were packt away, and utterly 

aboliſhed, which are rather the En- 

a ſignes of faftion, than badges of Bro» 

IE *".,therly Union, and whichnever pleas 
«4d 70 a mary a" 

ſedthe ancient Fathers. Epipbanius 

would not that the Chriſtians ſhould 

weare any sribnreraroue, £0 By-name, 

bur ſhould only be called by the name 

of Chriſtians, Wee ought not tobe called 

Navan? Petrianser. Paulines, but Chriſtians, 

auf dh fauch Nazianzen, Bur of all Laftan- 

4.13.30. tir molt ſeveerly ſaith z They leave off 

*  tobeChriſlians , who omitting the name 

of Chrilt, bave put on humane, and ont» 

ward names, But that T may ſpeak as 

zhe marrer is , particular Churches 

rather have theſe firnames pur upon 

them , 
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them, than that they put. them on 
themſelves, or defire ro be cloathed 
therewith. 

Thirdly, as much as may be , lerall 
hard, and undetermined controverſies 
be removed from Sermons preached to 
the people , ani bookes writcen in the 
Mother tongue , and-ler them rather 
be counced amongſt excrciſes fic for 
the Schoole, then for food for mens 
Soules, For theſe ſubtrile queſtions, 
and intricate controverhies tay wirh- 
out any diſcommodity be wanring in 
the Pulpirs; but chariry,which is wonc 
ro be wounded by the diſcuſſing ofſuch 

ueſtions,, cannot be wanting from 
the hearrs of Chriſtians, without the 
extreame perill of cheir ſfoules. The 
Soules efr—_—_ people doe play, 
and nor profic wich ſuch queſtions, 
and when they have done playing with 
them, nor at all underſtanding theſe 
controverſies , they begin to fall a 
fighting and $kirmifhing berwixt 
ſelves. 

Laſtly, Tf ir ſhall pleaſe the Dotors 
themſelves for time ro come , to enter 
diſcourſe, or to er forth their writings 


d 3 concerning, 


48 


An Exhortatim to 


Orat. 3.de 
Pace. 
eTAITING Ss 
& M\at Ao + 
Yiros, 


concerning theſe controverſies , Le 
them meet togetber , not i: an hoſtile man= 
ner , 'but in a rationall way , as Nazian- 
zen doth wiſely admoniſh, Let both 
aime ar this, not to conquer ,'or ſhame 
their brethren by what means foever, 
bur gently, and courteouſly foinftrult 
them, and as it were leading them 
by the hand , to bring therft back into 
the way of truth. He that ip this man- 
ne ſhall be freed from his errour will 
never count”"himſelf conquered , but | 
better raughr; nor will hebe confoun= 
ded as overcome , and caſt down of his : 
Enemy,burt will rejoyce as one helped 
and relieved of his Brother. For, no 
man that reapes benefit hath cauſe to 
bluſh. 

Hitherco we have made the draught 
of the manner of making Peace and 
preſerving Union betwixr different 
Churches, ttanding upon equall terms 
of ſuriſdiftion, Bur becauſe ir _- 
and often doth happen, that ſome 
learned, andunlcarned may live un- 
der the Government of the ſame Prince 
or Church , which are forbidden by 


their conſcience, either righcly infor- 
med, 


oO _I__ 5, TT mw * wu AFwW 59. 5 __ WW 7 


Brotherly Communion. 


med, .or erroneous , from ſubſcribing 
ro the common judgement in theic 
controverſies , let us make enquiry 
what is ro bee done concerning theſe, 
Now as rouching the Miniſters of 
Churches, if they defire ro make pro- 
viſion for their weak Brethren in theſe 
Arcicles of Religion, or if they be 
willing that their briete forms of Con- 
teſlion be received, and approved of all 
ſubje& unto them ler chem nor caſt 
into them the nice poin:s of Cifficalr 
controverſies, or deciſions of ſubrile 
ſtions, bur rather, ler them be ox- 
<drothe popular capacity , the edi. 
fication of the unlearned.the Salvation 
of all. They muſt welt weigh the 
wiſdome of our Anceſtours, whoſe an- 
cient Confke(lions, it we had nor,on ſer 
purpoſe to diſturbithe Church , inter- 
lined and ſtuffed with new opinions , 
no man , well in his wits, would have 
been found, who would nat willingly 
have ſubſcribed unto them ; Neither 
is there any need atall, that we ſhould 
clog and burthen the publike confeſli- 
ons of the Church wich ſuch additions, 
when God himſelfe hath decreed to 
d 4 briog 
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bring his people roa bleſſedlife, nor 
chrough the rough and rugged places 
of hard and long queſtions, bur by the 
plaine, even , and ſhort way of Faith 
and Charity. To ———_— there» 
fore are diſpuces , and ſtrifes about 
words? What make the; ſubtleties of 
the Schoolemen in the Confeſſions of 
the Church ? All the Salvation of 


1n orat. w- Chriſtians conſiſts in beleeving and 
zum eſe worſhipping, as of old it was grave- 
Chriſtum, ly id of great «Athavaſim, To theſe 


things it may be added, thar they can 
ſcarce , or not art all preſerve Peace 
unviolated with other Churches, not 
atall ſubje® unto them, who for the 


ſame Do&rine they Jr 1 — 
erthem, and per» | 


thoſe which are un 
fiſt ro cut them off as Hereticks from 
their Communion. They may ſeem 
truly filently ro upbraid Herehe to 0- 
ther Churches , and by this very deed 
to intimate as much, that though wich 
their mouth they acknowledge them 
for Brethren , yer in their heartsrthey 
much dereſt and abhorre them. Laſtly, 
unlefſe the briefe formes of oublike 
Confeſſion , be reſtrained and confi- 


ned, 
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ned to doQrmes neceflary, andnort to 
all controverted betwixe the Prote- 
ſtants themſelves ; this inconvenience 
will follow thence , that many Paſtors, 
learned, pious, and peaceable, will be 
excluded and quire ſhur out; nor ſhall 
they be able ro doe any ſervice inthoſe 
Churches in which they live. Burif 
any doubc, whether lawfully chey may 
keep holy Communion amongſt them- 
ſelves in one and the (clfe (ame Church, 

who embrace not art all one and the 

ſelf ame opinion in every reſpeR,in all 

the heads of DoQrine in Divinity, that 
I indeed conceive ought to be reſolved 

on, as a thing beyond all reach of 
doubting. For as pertaining to thar 
holy Communion, which Chriſtians 
have amongſt themſelves in the Lords 
Supper, it chiefly conſiſts in theſe 
things; That with the common band 
of the boly Spirit, wee are joyned to 
Chrift che onely head of the Church , 
Thatby the cyes of the ſelfe ſame holy 
Spirir, and ſaving Faith, an1 Charity, 

we ſtick rogerher amongſt our ſelves, 
andas it were are made up into, one 
Body , 'Laſtly,that as fellow-commo- 


ners 
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ners weeate and drink the _— 
bread, and drink, to wie the fleſh, 
_ of ——_——_ chin of our 
Soules. In all theſe rhings they 
fefſe the ſame Communion , wins 
admitced ro the ſame holy Supper. 
Bur in very deed,as by this murual! 
Communion, we doe not that 
we all have attained a , Or the 
fame degree of knowlegde in Diyini- 
ry ; ſoncither doe we by this deed pro- 
reſt, that wehave a perfe& conſent þa- 
mongſt our ſelves in all heads of Do- 
Arine in Divinity , or altogether the 
Game opinion ofevery queſtion. If the 
Communion of Chriſtians a 
themſelves ſhould ſand on theſe hard 
termes,ſ{carge could Peter and Par} have 
held Communion amongſt themſelves: 
Sure the Charch of the Corintbians had 
been broken into ſhivers z but 1m theſe 
onr times,it had not been eafte to finde 
many divines of great credit,whocould 
with a fate conſcience be partakers ro- 
gether ofthe Lords Supper.All Rulers 
therefore of Churches ought ,-+being 
gnilry of their ovn'and che cnrfhrſon 
miirmmicy, tobeware, leaſt _ 
EXAa 
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exat &require fromtheir own people 
a too harſh, and not at all dE 
fefſion , they ſeem ro ſhake and weaken 
che moſt ſweer and moſt neceffary 
Communion of Chriſtians amongft 
themſelves. So much concerning the 
Governors of the Churches ? Wee 
come now to the Miniſters or any 0- 
ther Chriſtians which deſire Commu- 
nion with the Chruches, wherein they 
live, and yet cannot worke upon their 
conſciences with any entreaties toap= 
prove and profefle all the received opi- 
nions of the fame Church.” Ic ſhall be 
theirduty to affurd, and cx them- 
ſelves teachable, and humble,nor obſti- 
nate and proud, inthe maintaining of 
thoſe opinion , whereinthey ſtep afide 
from \rhe common - opinion of the 
Charch ; but he is to be counted teach « 
able and humble , who willingly , 
and ſubmiſlively lenderh his cares and 
heart to the Church teaching him, 
who reje&s not the doQrine propoun- 
ded unto him,our of a vicious diſpofiti- 
on ofhis Rebellious will, bur is hin- 
dred by the weaknefſe ofhis undcerſtan- 
ding”, that he fees not che Truth in 


theſe 
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theſe hard controverſies z which thofe, 
whoare more tearned, and accura 

perchance with no. difficulty can dif 
cern., Now becauſe 'risthe priviledge 
of God alone to ſearch hearrs, it isour 
parteyer to encline ro the moſt favo- 
rable fide, and to preſume of every 
one, where the contrary appeares not 
by manifeſt evidence, that rather out 
of conſcience, than ſtubbornneſſe, he is 
derained and hindred from affording 
his conſent. They who ſhall behave 
themſelves inthis manner, are not for 
every ſtubble of erroneous opinion, to 
be parted and kepr off from the Chur- 
ches Communion wherein they, live. 
Yeron thoſe rerms and conditions they 
are not to be driven, off, if they pre- 
ſumenot at all ro oppoſe the common 
Judgment of the Church, or toextoll 
and ſpread their private opinions a+ 
mong(t the people. Nor oughr they co 
takethis in ll part, who are defirous 
to entertaine Peace . and Eccleſiaſticall 
Communion z for ſuppoſe the opinion 
of any private Doftor or Chriſtian 
to be true , and thattobe erroneous, 
which uſech co bee defended by the 
Church, 
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Church, yer it the error be in a marrer 
or opinion which hinders not the Sal- 
vation of Chriſtians, farre better is ic 
thar the crue opinion of any private 
Do@or whatſoever lye bid in the dark, 
than that the publike authority of the 
Church, bee in the broad light 0» 
penly trampled upon, or the Peace of 
the Church be ſhaken by this altoge« 
ther unneceſſary bickering of contra- 
ry epinions, as with the ſtraggling of 
windes crofling each other. Bur if any 
one perſwad:th himſelte, that that opi- 
mon which ke detends againſt 
judgement of che Church , be of ſo | 
great mom-nt, that the Salvation of 
men doth dep<nd from the knowledge 
thereof, if he cannor perſwade the 
ſameto the Rulers of his own Church, 
he muſt eicher depart unto another | 
Church, or elſe for the good of the, | 
Soules in that Church , ro which hels | 
ſubjeR, patiently to undergoe the cen- | 
ſure impoſed upon him. 

Thele are the things, moſt learned | 
Durew, which I though fit at your | 
requeſt ro write , and ſend unto you. 
Ifrhey may be uſefull co you or _ 

r, 
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ther , cowards the furthering of the 
Union of the Churches; I have abun 


dantly fatisfied mine own deſire and | 


urpoſe. They without doubr may 
uggeſt-more , and berter things, to 
whom the preſent eſtate of the German 
Churches is becter known,and looked 
into, This thing alone remaines for 
me to doe, humbly to pray to the God 
of Heaven , that he would bow the 
hearts of Princes, from their Soules to 
defire this. Union of the Churches; 
chat he would enlighten the mindes of 
Divinesto finde out , and apply tho 
meanes whereby ir may Gonrk be efta- 
bliſhed ; 'that he wonld kindle the 


hearts of all Chriſtiansto embrace, and | 


propagate this Peace to all Poſterity. 
T be God of peace grant this for bis Sounet 
ſake, our ouly Mediatonr , and — 

, Peace with the Father : to whom, wit 
the Holy Spirit, be a Honour, Glory and 
T bawhe giving for ever and ever, Amen, 


FINIS. 
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FOUNDED IN THIS, 


| That they do nor differ in any 
Fundamentall Article of the. 
Catholique Faith, 
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ſchooled with their ealamitics , at 
begin to be.wiſe, and heartily ſtudy the 


bat with Schollers ;*thi _ Were 
leſſe ; but it is too plaine; that Chiriſtians 
of all forts and- ſides, ate fammoned to 
the fight, wile minds re no ſooner en- 
tangled in eedleſſe controverſies, 
nitthey are cal'd awayfiom themolt no» 


- +. 
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le ſcan 
= ang be begin 
more e Papiſts(w 
ro a ofthe Ga | 
ſpl) from joyning with os, whillt they 

rve, that we cannot , or ( whichis 


worſe) will not jc our ſelves, 
Laſtly, they a Cetgnonieign 


bope of the Salvation of all thoſe Chri- 

ſtians, which have not attained an ex- 

a& knowledge of theſe Controverted 

po1nts. | | 
For my. part, I conceive. itno 


therfore to be ; 
ef the ReformedClunches 90 both ſides, 
;” come 


4 


_ - 


AH Exhortation to 


Cgay e. 
Num t6, 
26, 


Dum prop- 
ter bec al- 
toy altert 
«Anathema 
eſſe ovpit, 
nemo | ene 


Criſt eſt. 


command theirs to d2fiivne from the Tents 
of thoſe Wicked men, as ited with he- 
relie,the Romiſh Wolv& bteak 1h trporr 
both, and drag both Sheep arid Shep- 
beards to their Dens, Indeed if Divines 
cotild calmly debate theſe 'diſpites with 
brotherly minds, ſome good (or lefle c- 


vill at leaſt ) would redound to the |; 


Church: But ſeeing that experience for 
ſo many yeates hath approved, that this 
cant ſcarce, if at all,be done ; better were 
theſe _— butied ii filence, that! 
that the diſcaſſing of them ſhould teare, 
and mangle ſo many Churches into 
peeces. For the Chriſtian Church may 
now take upthe old complaint of Hila- 


ry , hilt for theſe things each accoun- | 


ted other occurſed , ſearce any were \of 
(ii#, Sceing theſe and worle gric- 
vances arifing from the diſeords of the 
Reformed, are obvious to every ones 
&yes : Let ns ciiquire, what firſt might 
cauſe theſe bitter and hirtfiill Arifes, be: 
twixt Learned, Wiſe, arid Godly men; 
what ſince did daily incre#ſe then), what 
now doth perſwade thei to entaile 
theſe Controverſies , as hereditary on 
ther Poſterity, | _ 
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"The nature of ſupernatarall know- Cnxp, : 
ledge and heavenly things, gave the au 


cauſe,or occaſion rather to theſe our cbn- 
tentions, For as it is eafie for minds in- 
lightned, and ſanRified ts embrace with 
Obedience to the Faith, all things necd- 
full to be knowne to Salvation , which 
are plainly delivered in the-holy Scri- 
es conceming. God and Chriſt, and 
all things to be belecved, and pradtiſed; 
ſo to defire to dive ints the My- 
ſteries of Faith than is fitting,and thence 
to draw conſequences by the help of our 
Reaſon, and toannexe then to the fiut- 
damentall Articles,isa matter of dafficul» 
ty, and danger, and the neceflary occaſts 
on of contentions. For. *tis 1m 
but that the wits of men, often 
differ and ſometimescrrein thoſe things 
which are colleed by the mediation of 
humane underſtanding. Meane time 
there is none but dotes onthe darlings of 
hisown Braines , as beautifull, and en» 
titles them to be borne of the Bowels of 
the Scripture; hating the realonings, 
and inferences of others, as deformed, 
and ſpringing from the puddles of Rear... . 
Gn corrupted, Thus whilſt men 
A 4 deſire 


s 
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Cx4?.3. defiretoſce more in the Myſteries of 


” -PFaith, than is clearcly ſhowne in the 
.Glaſſe of Gods Word, rather the heat of 
.thair diflentions, than light of their 


knowledge is increaſed. 

It would apply fone plai tothis 
ſoare, if the Divincs of both ſides would 
remember, that although all the Articles 
of the Catholique Faith are plaine, and 
ge (as written in Gods Word 
with capitall Letters, ſo that he that run- 
neth may read them) yet what thence is 
extracted by the chymiſtry of mans un- 

ing, are divers, and of different 
dre cape theeyeref the molt arp 

pe tneeyes | 
fighted Divines. We mult therefore 
_ with all our weight 
on what — have decided ; 
but not lay ſo much ſtrefſe on the conſe= 
quences of our own deduftion, * La- 
ther ſaid well out of eAmbroſe, eAWay 


—_— with Logicians, Where Wee mu#t beleeve 

Raſp.pez. Fiſoermen, For in the myiteries of Faith 
f, & 

4 a4 eſſa DialeFici, ubi credendum eff Piſcatoribus, 

Nam in Myfteriis fidei majeflas materia in Angyflias ratio 

24s ſe ſyllogiſmoram includ) nou poteſt, | 
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rhe majeſty of the matter will not bee pent 

Within the narrow roome of Reaſon, nor 

come under the roof of Syilo a9 A wher- 

fore the ſame Luther wildy ad 

eth us, that in matters a6 em > 

2 city of humane Reaſon, we beware 
Etymologics, Analogics, Conlequens 

yok and Examples. 

Allo the 1mperfe&ion of humane 
knowlcdge(chicfly when putted up with 
afalſe ——_ that it is && b in us 
affords a neceſlary occaſion of endlefle 
contentions, Weeall only kxoW in part, 
and in part apprehend Divine matters : 
Wherefore wee ought to conceive that 
we may as well as others be deceived 5m 
that part, Which we know not, wherein 
We apprehend not, If wee wereperfedt, 
Good Men could not fallout with good 
Men, but thoſe may , which as yet are 
not pa pO —_— — 
except they co 
their imperfeftion. ores wafer 
diſcords may be ayoyded,al ought = 
toremember the Apoltles a 


Tye to think_of themſelves more 
they onght to thinke, but to 2 e /0- 


Cuay.r, 
— 


9: To which this is to be added, 
quictly 


* Rom. 2,3 


5 An Exhortationto 


CHAP. 1. I, dy cobeare with them whoareof « 
inion from _— ying dayly 
to ror Lo he would be .r% _ 
yalleunto us his truth , as yet not fully 
knowne, But inthe ne time Wherets 
I We have already attained, let us walke by 
Phil.3.1 the ſame rule, and be well affeted each 4 
others, That theſe things are moſt true 
= _— we cannot deny , which 
ng granted , why then nevertheleſſe 
— thele controverſies dayly increaſed ? 
Why do theſe wounds grow more and 
more raw,and bleed a freſh ? If one may 
ſpeakthe plaine truth, there is inall mor- 
tall men an inordinate love of themſelrs, 
and of their own inventionsand pleaſing 
vonceits, & this fault cauſeth that we ſee 
not at all the falſhood of thoſe opinions 
we have once entertained, nor vouchſafe 
admittance to the u_ which i isſhewed 


* Auguſt, unto us by others, * For cy pou” 
contra wy Beth, + Are into the df- 
Lanum)l.s, felions, and Wer deſere that our opinion 
rol, What/oever it bee, beranſe now it » made 
dciompati- Ir1, may prevaile, For where this Se/fe- 
Ka) res 

ny" ! in aſſollum z noſram qualemoung ite, gina noltys yam 
faila eft, pueulere woliants ſentention. 


love 
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love doth rule, Divines (whitſdover they Cuap.r. 


pretend) will ſtudy more to tune the 
Scriptures to their opinion, that) their o- 
pinions to the Scripture; and by head and 
ſhoulders drag the Furidamentall Art 
cles of the Chriſtian Faith,tothe ſuppor- 
ting of their doctrines not Fundamental. 
If any could find a cure for this Epidemi- 
call diſcaſe, we ſhould preſently 
controverſies,and all contentions (at 
the bitter and hoſtile ones) pacified and 
laid a ſleep. But (what aaron 
thoſe Divines; which are too m 
drawn away with Sclfc-loygy areby the 
breath of popular applauſe, and deſire of 
vaine-glory driven farther than they 
themſglves at firſt intended,ar thought it 
ever poſſible, For men troubled with 
this evill, will trouble all things, humane, 
and Divine, rathet than they will can» 
feſſe themſclves deceived , or weary of 
thefight, or overcome by thair Adverſe 
ries, — they may conquer, and 
catry the adverſe' party captive 
their Triumphant Chariot, they are de- 
termined continually to claſh - the Pray 
teftant Churches together with deadly 
difcords, I am not ignorant that all __ 
ten 
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Cuar.r. 
| — — —_ 


tend the deſire of truth, and Gods Glo 

ry, but that'too many continue theſe 
contentions for the love of vaine-glory, 
would I might deny it, and at the ſame 
time ſpeak truth. Surely 'tis ſcarce to 
be beleeved, that thoſe who mult needs 
know what dammage States,Churches, 
and Mens foules ( bought with Chriſts 
pretious bloud ) receive from theſe dif- 
ſentions betwixt Proteſtants, can in the 
midſt of theſe contentions have their 
eycs only faſtned on the of God, 
Wherefore let the hot diſputants on e1- 
ther ſide examine their owne Conſci- 
ences, whether they c theſe 
Controverſies and Dyſcords of the 
Churches, that God may loſe no ho- 
nour, or rather that there be not wan- 
ting an apt and laſting matter to their 
own vai i Other occaſions, and 


hors 
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II 


ſofſed the minds of many pious and lear«  Cnar.s. 


ned Divines, that the matters contro= 
verted betwixt Proteſtants are of ſuch 
moment,that ſuch as are found erroneous 
therein, are thereby convicted, to ſhake, 
yea to overturne the very Foundations 
of the Catholique Faith, and mans Sal 
vation. Hence whillt both eSare 
fully perſwaded that the truth ſtands on 
their ſide,they mult alſo perſwade them- 
ſelves, that their Adverſaries lay at, and 
looſen the Foundations of the Chriſtian 
Faith, What therefore 7onah once faid 
unto God, that he did well to be angry, 


even unto death for his Gourd , which 


was cut down, theſe men uſe to fay, that 
they do well to contend to death with 
their Proteſtant encmics,for overthroy- 
ing (as they conceive)the foundations of 
mans Salyation. No wonder then if pi- 
ous men ſcaſoned with this Opinion, 

teſt fuch men ſo farre, as to' entertaine 
no peace, or brotherly Communion 
with them. Secing therefore this 
1s juſtly counted the principall ' cauſe 


of this long diſſention ,, let us a 


while withdraw the eyes of our mind 
peace 


lonah 4.9 
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Cay 2 peaccable affections enquire concerning 
the Foundation, and what is Funda- 
mental, X 


Cray. IE. 


Of the ſugnification of theſe words Foun- 
dation «nd Fundamentall, which often | 
offer thenoſelves in this diſcourſe. 


HE that will not erre in the know- 
ledge of things themſelves, mult 
begio from the expounding of -words. 
tn Cratylv. For rightly Plato, Whoſgever kyowes | 
> = ag the Names, will alſo kpow the Things. 
ud5, 60x Foundation therefore isa metaphoricall 
Tex, 74 terme borowed from builders, and fig- 
gs, rifies the whole ground-work of the 
building placed in the bottom which | 
_ Rtrucure, and which being 
enawaythe edifice tumbles downe | 
and is ſhattered into pieces. | 
a IS on 
al. 122, eathe (39 the Plonſe of t 
*47- Cord, it mult kaxefame Eonwdetion. ep 
. WAIC 
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which whill it leanes, and relyes, it re- Cnap.r. 
maineth ſafe and found ; from which a 


if it giveth offand ſtarteth aſide, it pre- 
ſently periſheth , and is _ tO NO= 
thing. It is plaine therefore,that whullt 

we ſpeake &f the Church founded 
God, that hath the name and nature of a 
Fomndation, by which all the parts ther- 
ofare ſupported, and from which they 
borrow both their ſtrength and ſafety. 
And as in ſome great E£difice, the ſeve- 
rall parts have not all the ſame ſtrength, 
& beauty,yeaſome ſomtimes,may ſeem 
ſomewhat more inclined to fall, which 
as yetftand, and {tick to the foundation: 
So in this far ſtretched building, which 
= call the — eony of God ; 
re Þ great difference of particular 
Chnrehes, For ſome are fairer and 
firmer than the reſt, becauſe better and 
neerer joyned to..the Foundation,,o+ 
thers, ſorgewhat ruinous , and (fhaken, 
becauſe not ſo well faſtened to thefoun- 
dation, yet all, which are not as yet 
i eff from the foundation, are fu- 
ed by the ſtrength , and benefit 
theregf,and are continued to the firmery 

ang fairer parts of the building. £ 

gNnee 
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Hence it is plaine, when weſpeak of 
the Churches, what a kind of thing that 
is, which challengeth to it ſelf the name 
of a Foundation, Let us fee now, retai- : 
ning ſtill the former Metaphor , what | 
manner of things they be which we uſe 
to call Fandamentall, tor this is the word 
that hath made ſo much work for our 
Drvines, and hindered them in. the ad- 
vancing of the whole buſineſſe of the 

cification, 

But firſt of all;here we muſt obſerve, 
that a materiall Edifice, built af Wood 
and Stone, is founded nothing like unto * 
a Spirituall Building , whoſe ſtrufture | 
confiſts of Living Trees, and Stones,that | 
is, of Men enjoying the uſe of their 
Reaſonand Will, For in this Quickand | 
Lively Building,nothing ejther hath due : 
conjoyning with , or Feceiveth any | 
ſtrength from the Fomndation, except it 
be coupled thereunto by the A of the 
Reaſon, and Knowledge, and by the 

AR of the wil cleave falt toit,& obey it. 
Thoſe things therfore are truly counted 
and called Fwndamentall , which' being 
known, Chriſtians may have a ſaving 
conjuntion with their F oy 
#2 w 
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which they cannot have ; if the fame CHAP. 2o 


things be not known , or not beleeved. 
In like manner if we confider- the #444; 
thoſe ought to be called prafticall Fa- 
damentals, by the obſervation, and doing 
whereof, we may temaine Joyned toour 
Foundation, but may not if we diſpiſe, or 
negle& them. And let the Knowledge £ 
Chriſtians be never ſo imperf6tt , yet 
they know and beleeve theſe Fandamen- 
tals, they ſhall not be parted from the 
Foundation, tor the defets of their Un- 
der{tanding. Let the righteonſnes of Chri- 
fttans be never ſo imper feft, yet if they do 
theſe practicall Fundamentals; they fhall 
not be ſeparated from the Foundation, 
for the defects of their goodwill, It being 
therefore a matter of fuch moment with 
Cod himſeltgo be joyntedand joynedto 
our Foundad that to all ſuch, life, and 
eternal Salvation is promiſed,letus be ve- 
ry wary ; how raſhly we cut off, either 
articular Churches , or private Men, 
rn this Confundtion, and by the ſame 
verdict caſt them from all hope of lite 
and happineſle. 
| But becauſe beſides theſe —_— 
call words of Powndarion and F = 
: B tall, 
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CHAP.2, tall, ſometimes other termes are uſed ha- | 


ving the ſame forces and intimating alſo 


_ thefame dependancy of the Church on | 


another, of them alſo briefly, What 
therefore is called the Foundation of the 
Church, when it is compared to a Build« 
ing ; whenit1s likened toa Man, is ter- 
med the Head ; when reſembled to a 
Tree, ſtiled the Root. It is called an 
Head ; becauſe it maintaineth the mem» | 
bers united unto it , ceaſing not to con | 
vey ſpirituall ſtrengthand life intothem, | 
In the fame ſenſe, it is named a Root,be- 
caulc it ſpoutcth a vitall Sap into all the | 
Boughs and Sprigs ingrafted in it. As 
therefore thoſe are counted Fundamental 
Quill and bloke nceſiry 10 om: 
Ruall, anc ( to joyne | 
Chriſtians to their F ion ; Cm | 
they alſo be called Capigfh or Radicall 
Articles, which being known and be- | 
leeved by any Members of the Myſticall | 
Body , they may be united to their 
Quickning Head , and any of the 
Branches may rely upon that Roote of 
theirs, which conveycth Life unto them, 


. . andſtick faſt tothe ſame. 


Mpreove: 3 35 every thing is not fitly | 
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called the Foundarion j which is uſcfully Caar.3._ 


imployed about the building , but only 
that, which is ſo underlaid th the 
building , that without it , 1t cannot be 
ſupported ; but may ſtand ſtrongly , if 
coupled and conjoyned with it : So all 
Dodrines profitable for the furtheri 
of edification are not properly t 
Fundamentall, but only thoſe whicbare 
ſo neceſlary to be known, that without 
them, there is no coupling of the build» 
ing to the Foundation, with thema ſa» 
ving conjunRion may be had, though 
ſomethings be wanting , which are re- 
quiſite to-the perfeQing of the Know- 
ledge of a Chriſtian, 

Laſtly, letus acknowledge with the 
Apoltle, all Scripture tobe protitable for 
Doctrine, for Reproofe, for Corre&ion, 
for Inſtrugion of all Chriſtians in 
Rightcouſneſſe , Godlineſſe and Truth ; 
bat we do not call all propoſitions foun- 
ded in Scripture Fundamental DoQrins, 
becauſe the nature of the thing , and the 
propriety of the Metaphor doth forbid 
it, The folly of Tanner 10 a like caſe was 
hughed atby all, whenin Conference 
at Ratsbone he feircely maintainedt,har 

B 2 what 


z Tim. 3, 
i6. 


An Exhortation to 


I find amongſt 


.2- whatlocver isaffirmed in the Scri 
is an Article of the Chriſtian > 
for example, that T «biah had a Dog. 
But leaſt we ſhould ſtay longer than 
| is meet, in handling thelurctgn 
tion of words , be this ſetled = —_y 
vedon, that the names of Foundation 
and F undamentall, agree only to thoſe 
things, which in refcrence to what is 
founded on them, are of abſolute nece{- 
fity and power to bring unto Salvation. 
['T, Perſonall Foundation of the 
Chwrch, and this only one, 
properly ſo called. 


2, CMiniſteriall Foundations of 
Churches, {o termed,but not 


mea” - he fame Propriety of 
Divines in this | In pricty 
Senſe, a three-$ Language. 


fold acception | 3. Dottrinall F waſlatzes, 6 Ju- 


Foundation. 


ſtly ſo called, as deſerving 
| that honorable ſtile, not by 
the Opinion of a few Di- 
vinesbut the conſtant Judg- 
ment- of the Catholique 
Church. 

Althe difference betwixt the Re- 

| formed 


Brotherly Communion. 


formed Churches is about the two la- Cnap.3. 


ter : yet can it not eaſily be compoſed, 
except we- diſcourſe of all three, So 
much of thenotion and nſec of the words: 
we come now to handle them ſeverally 
in order, 


——_—— 


CrnayP. INT 


Of the only Perſonall Fondation of the 
Cherch , (hrift Jeſus God and Mov, 
CIMediator betwixt God and Mey; and 
of the true conjuntion With him, - 


Hs moſt wiſeGod,and moſt loving 
towards mankind ; was pleaſed t6 
found a Church , which ſhould endure 
for ever, and prevaile a= the Gates 
of Hell. Now ſach'aChitch conld not 
be, exceptitſtood on a folid and etarfiall 
Foundation, which might not be forced 
by any ſtrength,or foundred by Engines. 
God therefore , thought fit' to ay no + 
ther Foundation than Jeſus Chrilt, the 
eternall Son,of an eternal Father, whom 
he ſent into the World , that one 
which beleeveth on him, might not dye,but 
B 3 have 


| 


20 An Exhortation to 


Cur 3. baveeverlaſting if. The prophets and 
Apoſtles ins with a joynt conſent, 


Him alone to be the Perſonall Foundati- 
P:altrs, On of the Church. Hence David cal- 
22, leth Him the corner Stone : Efaiah ter- 
Eſay.33. rocth Him tryed Stone , Precious, and 
= placed in the foundation of Zion, This u 
_ 4-U'> the Stone, ſet at nought by the Builders, 
x Cor.3 which u become the Head if the { orner, 
It, nether ut there Salvation in any other. O- 

ther foundation can no man lay than that is 

laid, which us eſis (hrift. 

Now what hath been ſaid of this one 
only Fowndatien, ought alſo to be under- 
ſtood of the ene only Head, Husband, 

got of the Church, and alſo of all o- 
ther Metaphorical Titles, which import 
the me Ganiry of Chriſt, & the Char- 
ches ſame on. him, For 


Chriſt God and man, 1s the only quick- 

ping and faving Head of the Church, 

Eph.4. 1g fromwhom the whole Body 54 fitly joyned 
16, together and compatted : He is the only 
Joh.3.29. Bridegrom of. the Church who bath the 
HMo-2.20. By;deand hath eſpouſed herto himſelf, 
PM.5-2”- thathe might Eternally preſerve, that is, 
that he may fandtific her in this World, 

and preſent her glorious in that which is 


ro 
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to come.Laſtly,heis the heavenly root of Cur. 3. 


the Church,in whom whoſoever are ro0- 
ted, ſpring up tewards Heaven and ſhall 
— 7 in Heaven, . 

This Perſonall prerogative is ſo pro- 
perly inveſted in Gil God and man, 
that it can agree to no other. Not to 
Angels, becauſe they want that confor- 
mity of Nature, which ought to be be- 
twixt the Foundation and things 
founded init, the Head and the Mems 
bers jJoyned unto it, the Husband and 
Wife coupled to him in lhwfull mar- 
riage. Not toa bare man, becauſe no 
mortall, by reaſon of the corruption and 
weakneſſe of humane Nature can poſſt- 
bly performe the office ofa Foundation, 
Head, Spouſe, upholding, quickening, 
and preſerving of the Church, Not to 
Gol | himſelfe conſidered alone in the 
dreadfull nature of his Divine Majcltie, 
For though we acknowledge God the 
founder of the Church, we (till-want a 
Foyndagion, to which weneed not feare 
to approach, draw neare, to come,and as 
it were to glue our ſclves. But the Maj» 


ſty of God conſideredin it ſelfe , is not 


only 4 light not ta be approached wnto, out 
B 4 alſo 


» bes 


Heb,z.11 
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An Exhortation to 


Cuary.2: 
b« LA 


loh. I, I'4, 


allows a coſaming fire ,: dud What mortal 
mus cap dwell With a devouring fire? We 
canniot therefore have im; or under Hea- 


* ven, any other perſonall Foundation, by 


the Medidtion whereof, we may be re- 
conciled and united to God , fave only 
the Word,” Made Man, full of Grace and 
Freth, | 
Bixt to what purpoſe is this diſpute a- 
bout a matter ſo plaine,and granted of all 
Proteſtants? Namely , that it my 
heneoappeare, that ether Charches. ne1- 
ther may , nor ought to renounce bro- 
therly Commuttyon with thoſe partieu- 
lar Churches, which retaine a ſaving 
conjundtion with this Foundation. WE 
wonder not that the Papiſts , who be 
ſides Chriſt himſelf make another perſo- 
mall Foundation, another Head, another 
Husband of the Church, eut and caſt off 
all Churches, though firmely and taſtly 
ſticking to Chriſt, which cleave not to 
the Pope of Rome,as to their Foundation, 
Head'& Hisband.Nor eare we for their 
falſe clamours, — think 'to 
affright the Churches of Chalt, 
" Tf ye be fornded iepon the Rock of Rome 


1 be living wind yrrtiort flones, if not, only 


fmgy 


Bratherly Communiaz. 


ſpongy and boliew aver, #; ye acknowledge Gran 4. 


the Pope of Rome' Head of the ( hvarche/ 
Je are the true and. livin mer of the 
holy C atholique Church, if otheyWiſe, ye 
are dead and rotten carkaſſes of Churches, 
Laitly if ye imbrace the P 

Hus Ah e are chaſt ho. —_— 
( hurches , if otherWiſe, ye are adulterons 
and to be accurſed t6 the pit of Hell, So the 
Romaniſts, We cat patiently tale 
theſe taunts and wrongs: frons - their 
hands, who dreame that our Charches 
are rent from tbe' true Foundation, bes 
cauſe they refuſe to- Joyne with a falſe. 
But verily if any Proteſtant "Church, 
which dares not deny, but that another 
is built on Chriſt, ſhould dare: norwirh» 
ſtanding to cut the lame off, as 4 rotten 
member, and caſt it off froniall brother- 
I} Communion ; this were to! offer an 
affront to Chriſt himſelfe, and to do an 
_ to the Btethren , both! of ugand 
Chriſt, 


' That therefore we tray know, with 
what Churches it iv nicer! forums to re» 
taine Brotherly Communion,-we ought 
to know what Churches are tobe 1o- 
coltiated to have to holdtrutand fs 


ving 


An Exhortation to 


Cae.z. ving Union with this their Foundation, 
mr We deny not , but that amongſt the 


Charches which cleave to this only 
Foundation,ſome may be faſtened firmer 
and nearer than others, amongſt the 
Charches quickened by this Head and 
Root; ſome may draw more plentiful 
ſenſe and fap than others: but we ought 
not , c of the ſeverall degrees of 
Knowledge and Grace , to ſeparate our 
ſelves from Brotherly Communion with 
thoſe whom we may,and ought to hope, 
as yct to remaine conjoyned with their 
faving Foundation. 

- As touching ſingle Perſons, God alone 
who {earcheth the Heart,can know who 
Pr aqunrrge rm and lively con- 
jun&ion with this ſaving F tion, 
But A Churches, (6 
ig pre and 
judge) w or no be favin 
—_ to the Foundation, it = 


ſc Adts are 
pon emaine indie, 
and by him be brovght-tocternall life, 


none 


whereby men | 


S . With. Do. wb «+ 
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none- canaffirme, or will imagine that Cap. g. 
{uch' are cltranged or aſunder, | 
from this the only F tion of mans 
Salvation. 
That we may now begin from In- 
fants. Inall Reformed C Ba 
ptiſme is adminiſtred in the Name of 
the moſt holy Trinity, by benefit wher- 
of ſuchare grafted into Chriſt,and right- 
ly coupled to this their Foundation. For 
as for theſe Infants who cannot by any 
AR of their own, apply themſelves to 
the Foundation, the holy Spirit vouch- 
fafeth by the Laver of Regeneration, to 
frame, & apply the Foundation to them; 
But of thoſe who are capable of Reaſon, 
and can uſe the Freedome of their own 
will, 'tis expe&ted and required from 
them, that they bring divers Acts, both 
of their Underſtanding, and Will to the 
making and keeping of their due Unien 
with Chriſt. Amongſt, which theſe 
foure are accounted the Principall, to 
_ all others may caſily bee redu- 
Ceca, 
Firſt , on the part of the Underſtand- 
ing, there is required an A of kno 
a theſe things gonceming God , and 


— 
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An Exhortation to 


Cuar.z. 


Joh, 17.3, 


Ephe. 4. 
18 & 2.12 


13. 


Chriſt, without which no faving Union 
can beeſtabliſhed betwixt us,and Chriſt, 
nor free Reconciliation betwixt us, and 
God the Father. To which purpoſe | 
thoſe words of our Saviour ſec to tend, | 
T bis #8 eternall Life, that they might knoWy | 
thee the only true God, and Feſus Chrift | 
whons thou ha#t (ent, If _ any | 
Congregations of men, which as. yet 
have not attained to this meaſure of fa- | 
ving Knowledge, we confeſſe ſuch to be þ 
alienated from the life of God, through the | 
Ignorance that ts in thtm, and thaz becauſe | 
the blindne ſſe of their hearts, as we are | 
ht by the Apoſtle, But there is none 
of the Proteſtant Churches blinded with | 
ſuch dark Ignorance, but that the Chri- | 
(tians therein may know God and Chriſt | 
fo far as is ſufficient to Salvation, it they 
aſſent to the Truth- Preached amongſt 
them, ' 
Secondly ,  befides- this ſpetulative | 
Knowledge bf God and Chriſt, there is | 
alſo required an At of beleeving, that is, | 
PraQtically with Aſſurance to rely on | 
Cheiſtbeing knowris, We grant theres | 
fore, that Churches , or Compa- 
nies of men, met in one body of a Con- 
| ge. 
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gregation;however they may put onand CB. 3. 


retend the Name of Chriſtian, yet to 
_ no entercourſe , nor ſociety with 
Chriſt the Foundation, amongſt whom, 
Chriſt is not ſopreached , nor acknow- 


' ledged, that men may rely on him with 
| alivelyand juſtifying Faith, Such are 
: thoſe, whichdifſolve the Hypoltaticall 


Union of two Natures in Chrilt the 
Mediatour, without which we can net- 
ther have nor hope fora faving conjuny 
Aion with Chriſt, and God the Father, 
But in all the Reformed Churches , 
Chriſt, God and Man, is ſo Preached,that 
there is no doubt to be made,butnumber- 
leſſe ſoules embracehim,with a true, lives 
ly,and juſtifying Faith. They are therfore, 
and do remaine conjoyned to this Foun- 
dation, under that very formall conce- 
ption , wherein Chriſt the Foundation 
of mans Salvation may bee conjoynedto 
men, to conferre Grace, and Life up- 
on them. 

Thirdly, on the part of the Will, it is 
required of all that would not be parted 
rater — that they 

ſe a dayly exerciſe of Repentance, 
without which it muſt necedes _— 


— 
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22 An Exhortation to 
Crap. 3. e that our dayly ſins muſt divide; an! 


e us from God and Chriſt, to ou! 
eternal deſtrution, On the other ſide, 
where this conſtant pratice of Repen- | 
tance comes betwixt, we remaine foun- 
ded in Chriſt, reconciled to God, and or- 
dained to happineſſle. Wherefore in 
what Church ſoever the Goſpell is © | 
preached, and the Foundation of mans ' 
Salvation is fo ſetled and eſtabliſhed,that | 
it is to be hoped that Chriſtians taught þ 
by it, and living in it, by beleeving, and | 
repentings may obtaine forgiveneſſe of | 
their fins and everlaſting life : we ought 
to pronounce , and conceive of that 
Church, that it is truly conjoyned, and 
remaines firmly coupled to Chriit , the 
Author, Fountaine, and Foundation of 
Grace and Salyation, 

Fourthly , beſides this Practice of 
Repentance, that this our conjun&tion | 
with the foundation ay be the more | 
ſure and evident, the unteigned deſire, | 
and endeayour of Obedience, and a new | 
Life , flowing from Faith and Love of | 
Chriſt, is required, If the At of Obey- 
ing be wanting , there wants the Act of 
Beleeving, and Loving, there on all 

pe | 
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hope of con 
For what Chriſt 


heep my Commandements, was all one as 
if he fad faid, If you be conjoyned to 


me, keep 


cauſe, I» Chrs 


Commandements : Be- 
neither ('ircumcifion 4- 


wvaileth any thing , nor Uncircumciſion, 
but Faith which worketh by Love, What 


Churches then ſoever of the Proteſtants 


ſtand in this condition, that men in them 
are enlightned to know God,and Chriſt, 
ed to belceve in him, are tur» 
nedaway from their ſins by the AR of 
Repentance , are made ſubjeRt to God 
and his Commandements, by the at of 
Loving and Obeying him: No doubt is 
tobe made , but that theſe Churches ro» 
maine firmely faſtned to their favi 
Foundation, Therefore this fav 
undoubted Union of them with Chriſt, 
ought to bring a Tye and a Band of no 
meane Conſequence, to the binding of 


arch 


the Aﬀeions of all Reformed Churches | 


together, 


Cuay. 


yning ſuch with Chriſt, Cnav.z; 
fad, If you love mee oh. 14,15 


Gal.s. IF, 
6, 


and 5 


win Exhirtation to 


Cruay. I'V. 


Ofvertgine Foundations , which wſe to bt 
#alled Miniſteriall, and of their O ffice 
and P aver. 


AE en0uGHn We acknowledge 
A our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chrilt, 
the only perfonall Foundation of his 
Church, yet do we not deny , but that 
thename Foundation ; is 1n a different 
_ aſcribed Ro To whom, in 

refpe& ; this high Titles given, 
and what Power os Cimand the 
have, who arc thug intitled, it mult be af- 
terwards enquired into, 

The name therefore of Foundation is 
ſometimes lent to others,but then always 
in. a leſſened and reſtrained acception. 
For they are called Foundations in no 0+ 
ther right ; than beeauſe the perſonall 
Foundation -is' ayd by ther Miniſtery, 
through the preaching of the Goſpell, 
and by the continuation of thatpreaching 
always kept in the Church. 

_ Amongſt theſe Miniſteriall Founda- 
Lons the Prophets and Apoſtles nr - 


Brotherly Communion, 


the | prime place: Herice the wall of the Cu4v.4. 
Heavenly Jeruſalem is faid to have twelve Rev. It, 
Foundations, and in them the names of the "+ 


twelve. «Apoſtles of the Lambe. Alſo 


Chriſtians are faid to be bwilt wpon the Eph.2.30; 


Fonndation of the «Apoſtles and Prophets. 
In this ſenſe Perer and Pax! andall the 
Apoſtles were Miniſteriall Foundations, 
becauſc all they as wiſe Maſter-builders 
beſtowed theirexcellent paines in laying 
that only Foundation,of which we ſpake 
before, Wherefore when the Prophets; 
ani Apoſtles are adorned withthis 

rable Title , it is rather to be referred to 
their ſaving Doftrin concerning Chrilt, 
thanto their own particularPerſons.The 

power - of theſe was far greater than 
that of their ſucceeding Miniſters, be- 

cauſe they were ſo cnhghtacd, and go- 
verned by the holy Spirit,tbat they could 

not at all crre, cither in Preaching, ot 

Writing. Therefore we acknowledge 
their Dotine, as the No Atrrine of God 
and Chtiſt, certaine,infallible, and whol- 
ly Divine, with Tertulan,that faith ; 


T here « no Divine Word but of God alone, x, ..;... 
Which Word Was thundred both by the Looke of 
Prophets, by the Apoſtles, by (hriih him- tae Soule, 
ſeſt. C 
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CHAP. 4- 
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fat. bb, - 
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But the Vapiſts to theſe Miniſterial 
Foundations , endeavour tb joyne ano» 
ther, in words calling it a Second, and 
ſabſcrvient, but in very deed making it a ' 
Principall, and plainly Divine one, This | 
horiour the Jcſuites thinke fit to be con- | 
fetred on the Pope alone, whom they ſo | 
appoint to be the Second Foundation of | 
the Catholike Church, that in the meane | 
time they maintaine him to be the only | 
Foundation of the Church next unto | 
Chriſt. But there isno need to ſpeake 
much of this fading foundation, and pal- 
{y-haking head ; the Scriptures being | 
flere of any ſuch ſole Miniſteriall founs | 
dation, as the Papilts do faine. Beſides 
all Proteſtant Churches long ſince have 
caſt this filthy Idoll of a ſecondary head 
and foundation with others of the like | 
hature tothe Moles and Bats, as fit for 
ſo blind companions. We owne no 
power placed 1n this fecondary founds 
tion of the Papiſts , to ſubjeR the Faith | 
of C hriſtians unto it, counting thoſs lit- | 
tle better than mad, when they. write | | 
and maintaine, T hat the poWer and immfal- | 
libility of the Pope of Rome , 1s the ſummet | 
of Chriftian Religion, and his judoment « | 
to 
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to bee accotnted the ſquare and R ale of Cuap. 4. 


Faith. 

But leaving the Pope of Rome, lets 
come tothe Catholique Church, which 
on a farre better title might” challenge 
to her ſelfe the name of Miniſteriall 
Foundation, becauſe the Faith of every 
one may {eeme in ſome ſort to rely up- 
on her, For inthis even to the end of 
the World that 'Dodtrine ſhall Se ge 
and preached, to which thoſe Chriſti 
ans which affotd beliefe and obedience, 
are rightly joyned to their foundation, 
and in it {hall obtaine eternall Life,” To 
this purpoſe that of Paz! to Timothy, is 
oftenalleadged , where he calleth the 
Church, the Piliar and Ground of Truth. 
Neither may we dotbt , but that in this 
Holy Catholique Church, (which wee 
beleeve in the Creed) the trath of the 
Golpell eyer hath and ever will be pre- 
ſeryed , fo farre forth, as it ſhall ſuffice 
for the Salyarion of thoſe that beleeve 
it. Therefore to know what hath been 
deleeved, received, and publiſhed of all 
Chriſtian Churches, always and every 
where, is to know all thoſe things 
which are ſafficient for the —_— 
C 4 © 


1 Tir, 2 
5. 


An Exhortation to 


Carr” ofSubationin Cixit; the Fomdation 


thereof, But this Catholique Church 
ſcattered over all the world, is preſen- 
ted; rather toour mind , than outward 
ſenſes, Wherefore when we deſire to 
heare the yoyee of the Catholique 
Church, wee are forced to fly tothe 
Church , which they call Repreſenta- 
tive ; that is to ſay, toaGenerall Coun- 
cell, Of which Repreſentative Image 
of the Catholique © hurch ;/ and of t 


Miniſteriall power therof we will brief» | 


ly diſcourſe, 


That this Repreſentative Church did | 


| 


excellently diicharge the Office of a 


Miniſteriall Foundation in Oecumeni- 


call Synods, is witneſſed by thoſe foure : 
Councils of Nice, Conſtantinople, Ephe- | 


ſus and Chalcedon : In whichthe Nivi- 
nity of Chriſt,againſt eAriae,of the holy 
Ghoſt, againſt Macedonias , the Union 
of rwo Natures in Chriſt againſt Neſts- 
rius, the diſtin&ion of two Natures, 2- 
gain Emutyches , were deglared, deten- 

ed, and e&ftabliſhed, In theſe and the 


like Councils, thoſe Docrines of the - 


Chriſtian Faith, which were there in 
- common handled and diſcuſſed, becauſe 


therein 
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—_——————— 


therein all that pot Chriſtianity, 
were repreſented , are therefore with 
eat reverence to bee received. For 
it ever belongeth to: the Office -and 
lwtull power of this re 
Church, to divide and diſtmguiſh Fun- 
darmentall Do@trines of the Chriſtian 
_ from der ro were _ tun» 

mentall, provided ahwayes t 

fſed not he hounds ſet by the 
Res and Primitive Church, to multiply 
or diminiſh the Number of theſe Fun» 
damentals, Forit 1s credible (what A- 
quinas obſerved) that the Apoſtles and 
others which were nearer: to 
hada fuller Knowledge of the myſterics 
of the Faith, than we that are —_ 
off, which {aj ajetan in the fame 
confeſſeth tobe moſt true. _ For 
ever that the Apoſtles, and the Fathers 
of the Primitive Church , were not 
much gre to controverſall Divinity, 
and —_—_— ,yet WETE 
_ all moſt $ in faving , ne- 

nd Fundamental] 

45 > ———_ after this Re entative 
Church had once publiſhed her reſolu« 
tion mor 3 Pans of Funds» 

3 
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A# Exhoriation to 


Cuarcg- mentall Articles, which were ſimply 


tothe Salvation. of a 


dhecardand charge ll lo 


apa anni feof Hoa 
it 8 the wont of Heretiques, to un- 


dermine the: very Foundation of Chris 
ſian Raligion., whillt they retaine the 
words, but deny the matter of the Ar- 
ticles, ' Thus the eArians, in words con» 
fefled Chriſt to be the Sdn of God, but 
they hatchet a Monſter in their hearts, 
when they would not acknowledge him 
to be coefientiall to the Father. Hee 
but mocked with a Title, to whom the 


Ggnificd by that Title is ds | 


7 Ta waskewfall cheref>in for the Roe | 
tows Crncal) freer bo | 


Donne wa ſonia with God the Fas 
ther, Far to #4 Gol, nd ta be the Son of | 
God, thoughinot in ſoundyin ſenſe are the 
—m—gg CIT, 


Laſtly, | 


— 
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| bornly oppoſe their private opinions a» 


| notof the Fundamentall, and abſolutely 


. neceſlary Dodrins, we ought not tode- 
| rung Agreeyy> legs. v—momnge 


RIPPER? EERBOATIHETAATHE! 


| Jeſus Chriſt, their Foundation. For the 
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Laſtly, we do not ſtraiten and confine C 147-4. 
the power of an Occumenicall Synod, 
or repreſentative Church,only to the de- 
claring and defending of Fundamentall 
Articles, ſuch whereof an explicite and 
Cleare unfolded Faith muſt be had to Sal- 
vation ; but wee conteſſe the ſame allo 
doth extend toany true dodrines , and 
profitable for the cdification of mens 
Soules. Yea we conceive this definitive 
ſentence of the Church to bee ſo armed 
with the ſharp edged ſword of Excom- 
munication, that they may be ſeparated 
from the outward Communion of the 


Catholique Church, which dare ſtub- 


her determinations, Notwith- 
ing if that wherein they do erre, be 


- _—— outward Communid6 of the 
ch, (God in his mercy pardoni 

their errors, arifing from the dures 
of their U ng) may ſtillretain - 
an Inward and faving Communion with 


tWard Excommunication , i 11014 c0r+ 
| C 4 "Tas 
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An E xhortation to 


CnaP 4. 
Tom. 1.14 
aſp. pag. 
374. 


taine, or infallible figne of the imward E x- 
communication, as rightly Luther. 

What we have faid of the Power of a 
Generall Councill, we defire ſhould alſo 
be underſtood of any lawfull and fres 
Council, rightly repreſenting the Ca- 
tholique Church; not of thoſe Councils 
which are meecre Vaſlals to the Pope of 
Rome , and repreſent the Catholique 
Church in the ſame manner as an Ape 
doth a Man, 

But becauſe it is altogether impoſſible 
tocall the Catholique Church into a 
Councill repreſenting the whole body, 
by reaſon of the Popes Tyranny, and 0- 

er hinderances; let us come to ex- 
=_ what power particular Chtrches 

ve inthis matter, 

If therefore the name of Miniſteriall 
Foundation doth agree to the Repreſen- 
tative Church, or Generall Councill ; ' 
fot the Miniſteriall power it hath in pu- 
bliſhing, explaining, and defending that 
Dodrine which joyneth Chriſtians to 
their ſaving foundation, it agrecth alſo in 
its kind, and degree to every particular 
Church, ſuppole the Engliſh, French, 
Dareh, and qthers, which take their de- 


ow 
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nomination from divers Countries. For Cnav 4. 
— 


what the Catholike Church afſembled in 

a Council, may, and ought to do towards 

the founding of all Chriſtians in the ſa- 

ving Truth of the Goſpell; that every 

Particular and Provinciall Church may 

gn to do to thoſe that areun- 
crit, * 

From this Office, the Church of Z- 
pheſur,wherot Timothy was Preſident, is 
called the pillar and grownd of Truth, be- 
cauſc 1t is the duty of every Church to 
defend and maintaine the Truth (prea- 
ched by the Apoſtles ta the World ) 
commending, and explaining the fame 
to the people , and to unſheath, and 
draw the Sword of Ecdlcſiaſticall cen- 
ſures againſt forgers and Heretiques. 

But keaſt every particular Church 
ſhould advance her power and authori- 
ty, cven to match, and equall it with the 
Catholike Churchin a Generall Council, 
we mult marke and I 


46 An Exhortation to 


Cra?.4 of refuſe; much leſle to cut them off 
from the Brotherly Communion which 
they hold with the Catholique Church, 
who cither out of conſcience, or igno- 
rance cannot aſſent to their Decrecs and 
Determinations. For an Equall hath no 
power over him, which is his Equall. 
Herein the moderation of Cyprian is 
commended, who held communion 
with thoſe Churches, whom he concei- 

| yed to live in a grievous errour. The 

Apud _ African Churches are commended, for 

gu their not condemning of any, nor remo- 

precont, . ; . 
Dona:.lih, Ving them from the right of communi- 
2.cap.ult, on, but continuing in fellowſhip with 
Idem ſuper thoſe Churches , which were of a diffc- 


geſts cum - " 
Landry rent opinion, and would not reſt and re 


ly on their judgement. For no particu» 
wo JrCluxch coght fo far to tender het 
own honor, as t to enyy , preju» 
dice, or _ unity of other 


Secondly, we muſt obſerve, that par- 
more hone dans theſe of 
Switzerland ) ma 
ES 

, to 
fach 4 are ſubjeR to their Miniſtery, Ny, 
whic 


__— 
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Co 


which abridgement of Dodtrine, come Cnay. 4. 
piled and digeſted into Artides, we ule — 


to call the Confeſſion of the Churches, 
or Articles of Religion, But a ſpeciall 
care mult be had, that in the framing of 
theſe Articles, we inſert not into them, 
any thing that is ſubtile,ſu us, and 
keigious. For itis not the part of wiſe 
Doturs, to ſtufle thoſe things, which 
ſhould further Peace, and the Edification 
of Soules, with that which may trouble 
the Learned, help the Unl little or 
nothing to Salvation. For what is this 
elſe , than to miniſter to the Learned 
matter of ſtrife, and to thruſt on the 
anlearned, Wind for Milk , and Stones 
for Bread, 

We ought alſo to have ſome reſpe& 
of neighbouring Churches, in theſe our 
Confeſlions, which wee ſet forth, and 
nor to affe&t inour Articles, to expoſe to 
the view rd rndrrngen 
wrangling may bee given to our neigh» 
Gate Proteſtant Churches, Fogg 

rejoycing afforded to the Papi 

hoes Arrcamerm might cally bes 
avoyded, if it would once enter into the 
hearts of Divincs, to ſever hard _ 
cure 


42 An Exhortation to 
Cuar.4s fſcure Controverſies, fromthe publike 
Confeſſions of the Church, and confine 
them to private exerciſes in theSchooles. 
For whilſt we place and proclaime our 
Mu.to. Controverſies 5» the light, and as it were 
27, ox the houſe top, of our publique Confeſ- 


fions, wee ſhew abroad the nakedneſſe 
of the: Reformed Chirches, which it 
was farte better , going. backward with 
our faces , wee ſhould dealire to co- 


ver. 

Laſtly, when theſe Confeſſionsare or- 
dered in this manner, it is lawfull and 
uſcfull for every {eq arg CX- 
exciſe that Juriſdiftion over their owne 
people, which inno caſe, they ought or 
can uſurpe over the ſubjeRs of another 
Church. For if their own oppoſe the 
ed by. pallpwaraig, ar any 

y que conſent , ma 

for on errors they | —___ 

the diſturbance they |. cauſe in the 
Church) put them afide from the Com» 
munion of their Chutch, fo long till 
they leave off to infet others, and 
trouble the Church with their crrours, 
But as ſoon as they repent of their cr- 
rors, they are ta be. received againe _ 
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ke | the Boſome of their Mother, Thus may CHar 4 
=y they deale with their own. But 'when - 
Ss | they arcto meddle with Churches,not at 
ur { all ſubordinate unto them;they may hold 
Te | Divinceoncord, and keepe Gods Peace 
{ | withthoſe, which think and tcach 0- 
lo therwiſe than themſelves, as we may fee villas. 
t | itin Cyprian, ad Stephe- 
y It will not be from the matter; after aum,& 73 
*. } thisourdiſcourſe of ParticularChurches; ad 7ubas 

Highs 


to adde ſomething concerning ſome fa- 
. mousand eminent Doctors in the ſame. 
For private DoRorsare alſo in their di- 
ſtance,to be accounted Miniſteriall foun- 
dations;whoin the maintaining,expoun- 
ding ; defending, preaching, or wri- 
ting the Truth of the Goſpell, have im- 
_—_ their commendable paines, And 
amongſt: the. principall Dofourg 
' ofthe Reformed Churches, wee reckon 
| thole Worthyes, Lurker and Philip Mes 
lantthonnot feating to joyneumto them 
Bucer , Calvine, Martyr, and others ; 
whom we nced not toname. But of all 
theſe , though cxcllent Divines of out 
Age, we ought ſo to citceme; as accoun- 
ting them Stars, bat not Deities inour 
> Churches nordo wereverence them, a 


i 


the 


- Cr ——e noe —_—_—_—— 


— —_ 


a4 An Exhortation to 
Cu4r.4. theP z and Apaſtles inſpired by 


L atl in. In. 
flit. lib. 4, 
Cap. 30, 


Oat. 30. 


God, but value themas godly Men,wors 

thily learted , and raiſed up by God for 

the generall good of the Charch, with- 

all confeſſing them to bee but ordinary 

— oats and fubje&t- to their mi- 
es. 


Beſides, we muſt beware that we do 
not ſuffer the Churches themſchves,to be 
ſitnamed by Epithets from theſe famous 
Men. For to put off the Nans of Chriff, 
and to pt on, and weare hiemarie and out« 
ward names, is far from (hriftians, anil 
moſt times s the fuck of endleſſe d;ſſentios, 
That therefore of Nazianzexs ought 
wonderfully to pleaſe all prudent and pi« 
ous Chriſtians. [reverence Peter, yet will 
T ndt be called a Petrian; 1 honour Panl, 
Jet Will I not be called a Fanlian. If pti- 
yate Chriſtians can riot take this in good 
part,how much teflc is itfitting to nick- 
name . a:whole; Church from a ſingle 
man, |, 

Laſt of all,T may adde this concerning 
private DoRors. It is a moſt injurious 


ing; that a whole Chureh ſhould be irt- | 


guilty of the crrors of that Door, 
whatſoever made 
uſe 


—_ 
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appeare, that that Church by thar 
lique aſſent doth approve and main- 
tain his errors. But 61 wt is theres one 
of an hundred amongſt common Chri- 
ſtians,who ſo ſearches the books of their 
Doors, that he giveth his conſent to all 
their Opinions? Yea,where is there one 
amongſt thoſe Dofours themſelves, 
which doth not from his whole heart 
abhorre ſuch errors, when his adverſarics 
charge him with them ? Laſtly,where is 
there one to be found amongſt the Lear- 
ned inany Church,who hath fo ſworne 
to defend the words of Zather, or Cal- 
vin,or any other writer,but that he thanks 
it lawfull to depart from them, where 
they depart from the Truth?Now ſew 
it is manifeſt theſe things are ſo, if 
which wee call Miniſeriall Fundamen» 
tals,ſomeritne im ſome Gp {hake,or 
ſtagger, we muſt not pin their Peclonall 
errors upon the whoke Church. For #6e 


uſe his Miniſtery therein, unlefle it doth © n42.4+ 


Apud 


Church properly fo called, doth not allow |, 7,,, 


whatſoever ill Dottonrs mingled in the 


1 diſp, de 


Charch do altow , as rightly Melanhon, Autbor-Ec+ 


to which we adde, neither cvery. thing = 


which good Doctors have taught ill. 


CHaAP. 


cle{. page 


n Exhortation to 


Cuay.c. 
——— — 


Cray. V. 


Of the Dottrinall Foundations of the 
Chriftian Faith in Generall, and how 
farre they are to bee beleeved rinder the 
neceſſity of Salvation. 


Hu Dodtine of the Holy Scripture 

contained in the Books of the Pro- 

phets, Evangcliſts, and Apoſtles , is that 
Foundation , on which alone the Faith 

of Chriſtians may ſafely rely; becaufe of 

the moſt certaine authority of God re- 

vealing it-. Not muſt we give care to the 

_ , PapiſtswhentheyobjeRt : Whence know 
rr Jou thoſe Books to have been given to man- 
6.iap.s, Kindby the _ of the moſt true God ? 


Fm 4 li, If God as y_ not perſwaded me in this 
3 fap.1. point, he hath not as yet perſWaded me that 
1 amo a (briflian: For the Will of God 
hath commended the Scriptures unto us, ta 
be the Foundation aud Pillar of onr Faith. 


If the Romaniſts will give no credenee, 
neither to eA#exftine nor Irenens, they 
ought notwithſtanding undoubtedly to 
belceve Perer, who calleth the voyce of 
the Scriptures,a vojee more ſare than che 
Whic 


3 Pet.1.19 
20,2 I, 


—__—_ _—— 
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| donot defend that all ikings contained 


| 


\ 
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which came down from Heaven , and nat CHar.s. 
brought by the will of man, but holy men of 


God ſpake it , as they were moved by the 
holy Ghoſt, Therefore the holy Scri- 
pture ſo propoundeth the foundations of 
our Faich , and faſtens the Rule of our 
Dodtrine , that the Faith of Chriſtians 
only trufteth and repoſeth it ſelfe on 
thoſe Revelations, whichare contamed 
in the canonicall Books, I will fay no- 
thing againſt that fantaſtick imaginary 
Doftinall foundation, which the Papilts 
willingly defed,to be ina word not writ- 
ten, and couched in the privy cabinet of 
the Popes breaſt, becaule I conceive fo 
profanc and groſſc an error,ina matter of 
ſo great moment,amongſt wel inſtructed 
Chriſtans is not worthyof a confutation. 
He that ſeeks for the Doctrine of Salva« 
tion, and Eternall Life out of the Scri- 
ptures, ſhall find it no ſooner than if hee 
looked for the Tree of Knowledge and 
Life out of Paradiſc. 

But although wee ſtraitly maintain 
that no fundamentall Dodrine of Faith, 
is to bee ſought for out of the Bookes of 
the Old;and New Teſtament ; yet wee 


1n 


a8 Ap Exhottation to 


CPS. ih theſe bobks tre fimdatrientall points,fo 
neceſſaty toBe known and beleeved,that 
if any of the be ttikriowh, or denyed of |. 
any, we '{hould preſently adjudge them 
to have falne off from the foundation of | 
Salvation, Many things in the Books of 
both Teſtatnents are Hiſtoricall, ſome 
things are dogmaticall , which are truly | 
affirmed, and profitably placed there, and 
& are accounted not to come into the 
urtberof Pandamemtdll points. Num. l 
betleſſethings there are,which by true & 
Firme conſequence may be deducedout of 
the Scriptures, and yet mount not up to 
this men pitch of honour. Theretore 
thoſe thihps orily are to be ſet ,and 
owned for Fundamentals, without the 
plaine, and explieite Knowledge whetc- 
of, none can be faved;8 in whichgas well 
Negative infidelity , not at all to know 
them,aspoſitive infidelity,to refuſeto be- 
leeve them doth condemn,Now ſach are 
all thoſe things without web we cannei- 
ther favingly beleeve in Chriſt,nor right- 
ly call upon God in Chriſt, and worſhip 
hit to the obtaihing of eternall Life ; In 
a wotd, without which Chriſtians can 
neither Have pions affeftions towards 
God, nor exctcife the Religious Acts of | 


- 
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Faith, Hope,and Charity,being abſolutly C=42 5: 


neceſlary to Salvation. 

Theſe two things beene:yedded , and 
granted, that our Faith isto truſt on the 
Scriptures alone, and chat all;& every one 
of — Oy be ſeen in the 
hroe criptures, are not 
apr with Pat this 
& to be added in the third place, that our 
Faith is fo {ubjeR, and tyed tothe whole 
wotd of Gol, that-every one is bound te 
embrace every Truth which hee ſees re- 
vealed in the holy Scriptures, ot difly de- 
rived from them. For although, out of 
the natute or matter of a Ptopeſition we 
are not bound and obliged to belocyvcatd 
know it , under the perill of loſſe of E- 
ternall Life : Yet notwithſtanding be- 
cauſe of the authority of the revealer, (6 
oft as it ſhall appcateunto us, that ſuch'a 

ition is revealed in Scripture, we 

are bound not to tefuſe it. For whatſo- 
ever he ſhould pretend on the contrary, 
who at his pleaſtre ſhall trample on a 
propofition which he un ds to bee 
founded on'the Scripture ; he isto bedG- 
coutited ohe that gives not that beleefe 
TY fa) ,_ 
- bo 


$O 


An Exhortation to 


Cnar.s. 


Arg lib 4. 
ad Finc. 
V. iCt.cap. 
Wt. 


Inſtance fake : That Chriſt is God and 
Man, is a plaine Fundamentall Ar- 
ticle, which it not at all beleeved,we can 
neither beleeve in'Chtiſt himſelfe, nor ſo 
worſhip God, as to be reſtored into his 
favour, and admitted into - Kingdom / 
But things are exprelly mentione 

in bbs of this Chriſt Fimſelfe In- 
carnated, which are not Fundamentall ; 
alſo many things may bee deduced from 
this Fundamentall Article, (rift « God 
and Man, which are not to be reckoned 
as Fundamentals, If notwithſtanding 
they be perceived, and underſtood to bee 
placed in,or duly deduced from the Scri- 
ptures, hee contemnes God ſpeaking 1n 
the Scriptures, who beleeves not ſuch 
Propoſitions. '. But as often as it ſhall 
happen,not out of the perverſneſle of the 
Will, but weakneſſe of the Judgement, 
that he, being deceived with an Imagi- 
nation, that Truth and Piety are on bis 
ſide , thall affirme or deny any thing re. 


rntioin Scriptures, even in thoſe 


Tenets , which thorough his Igno- 


.rancearenot Catholique, his heart and 


mind | notwithſtanding - is Catholique, 


becaule it is prepared for amendment on 


better 


4 
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better information, Of ſuch therefore .Cuar.s. 
we may tightly ſay, that they have their Heb.s. » 4 
Senſes not ſo well cxcrciſed*1n heavenly Rom. 14.1 


matters, that they are weak and children 
in Faith, that they: are not to be taken a- 
long with us to doubtfull Diſputes, but 
we cannot truly call them, forraignarse- 
ſtranged from Chriſt, Apoſtates from the 
Faith, & ſuch as are to be ſeparated from 
Brotherly Communion with the Godly, 
However therefore let it be taken 

pranted, =_ = m__ Prelats do i 
deny any Fundamentall point, trul 
properly lo called : hencp notwinlland- 
ing it appearcs , that they both hurt the 
Unity of the Catholique Faith, and hin- 


| derthe Union of the Catholike Church. 


For what Church focver, ſhall patch 


| their ownuncertain aon_ to the fun- 


damentall Articles of the Chriſtian Faith 
muſt needs miſhape and' deforme the 


| bodyof the Catholique' Faith , by joy 
| Ning toitſomany members, both uſe 

| and monſtruous, But as for thoſe which 
| uſetheſame, and inforcethem on other 


Churches to be beleeved, -under the ne- 

ceſlity of Salvation, it manifeſily -a 

peares, that they alone are guilty of 
D.3 


rents 


As Exhortation to 


Gfre, rene in the Cotte Chunchy Tem: 


in the ptide'of the Ronuſh, Church, 
ſwels ſo big, that it leavesno room to re- 
acive the Truth; but I hepe that all Pro- 
teſtant Churches, wall at uy conſent 
in this, to renew the Brotherly Com- 
munion betwixt them, and not to thruſt 
their private opinions .oh athery. That 
attempt of the Papiſts, to ſhut out all 
froth the Catholique Church, and eter- 
rallSalvation,which in all things give not 
their aſſent to the Creed of T tent , ever 
ſbemet! to me {o deſperate and foulc, that 
all the water of the Ocean powred u 
Rome,can not waſh away the aintherof | 
Wee deſire that all which' wee have | 
| be underſtood,of caſting them off 
BrotherlyGommunion, wha either | 
_ of obſtinacy or y_—_ _ | 
e Scriptures , in any Princi Car 
tholique Faith, which not at ;all bei 
knoyn,we canneither have Pnion with | 
Chriſt _— by tum into the 
Son of God ; which, not at all being 
belecved, we can neither rightly perform | 
Gods worſhip, rior from him ohtaine E- | 
ternall Salvation. Such things are nei- 
ther denicd, nor unknown of any, which 
| Chal- 
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challenge to themſalves the 'name of, Cza2.5-_ 
Chriſtions fare only thoſe in whow the. * ©0r.4- 
God of thiewarld hach blinded their ming, 3*** 
left the light of the glarious Gaſpel of 
Chriſt ould ſhine unto then. ; 

Moreover, neither are the things 
which we have ſaid ſo to be taken, as if 
thereby leaye and liberty were given to 
Chriſt;an people, to ſet up their reſt in 
fundamentals , and to go no further in 
ſearching the Seriptures , 3s! if it were 


hwfull to Neight any Doctrine » whuch 
' Wecanfeffe not te be fiindamentall. Yea _ 
all Scripture given 9 Tnſyirigins of Gad, 5 


; # profitable for Do 
; eorrethian, for infliruttion in 14gheeanmes. 
We muſt therefore endeavous , rhet the 
Word of God may well 1s pormifuly in 
all wiſdome , that wo g9 on to perfethion, 
and not always make our abode only in 
Fundamentals. In the wards of Saing 
e Auguſtine, wee thus call upon all Chris 
ſtians : pag pa Ajze to bim- Epil.222, 
felfe as much K nowhleage of Faith 4 be 
Fax ; greater 5f be defores mare, te ([t if le (ſes 
yet fo that by giues net off from (v4 journey, 
111] be attaine wa perfoition, 

Laſt of all, I would net havs theſe 
D4 things 


Cal. 3.16 
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An E xhortation to 


CHAP F. 
| > > — 


Tom.5.p. 
$45. 


Nagin, 
04.ins, 


things which are {| in generall of 
the doQrinall foundations of the Chri- 
ſtian Faith to be ſo underſtood, as if this 
care and duty did not lye upon Doors, 
and Paſtors to inſtru their people in c- 
very Dodtrine of the Scripture, wherby 
they may bee furthered, and edifyed in 
Faith and Piety: butthat principally they 
urge and inculcate theſe Fundamentals, 
as of principall moment to Salvation, 
This wasthe judgement of Luther in his 
Preface to the greater Catechiſme,where 
he willingly confefleth himſelfe to be a 
Scholar of the (atechiſme- Surely great 
is the unhappineſſe of Chriſtian people, 
where by rcaſonof thenoyſe, and over 
much heat of controverſies , they have 
ſcarce leave or leaſure to heare, or thinke 
of the Fundamentall, and faving Doin 
of the Scriptures, and not at all to doc | 
thoſe deeds moſt neceſſarily required by 
Gods Commandements, 
Non as concerning forreigne Chur- 
ches, I deny not,but that other Churches 
may, and ought to confute their crrors, 
although they contradi& not the Foun- 
dations of the Chriſtian Faith, But et 
their Errours be confuted, and net the 
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Parties erring be traduced, let the matter CRaP.y. 


be handled by «Arguments, not by Onut+ 
cries, by Reaſ6ns, not by Railing ; nor let 
them contend about Words , = the di- 
vers ſound of Syllables may be brought to 
Spell, and make np the ſame Senſe, To 
fhut up all in a word, we muſt ſo diſpute 
of all Points not Fundamentall with the 
Doctours of other Churches, that wee 
keep and preſerve our own people fafe 
and ſound from their Errours, and not 
that wee may render the others odious, 
branding them for obitinate Heretiques. 
Secing 1t iscafic to call any man an He- 
retique, but not ſo caſie to compriſe in a 
certaine regular Definition what makes 
an Herctique : Yea (if webelceve A«- 
onfine) it 1s a matter of very great dittt- 
culty, 
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| Cuar. VI. 
Of the notes and mutrkes hereby we may 


kno that any Print' not Fundar 
mentalC. | 


* 7 En: haye ſhowne already that 
| ' Fundamentall paints have this 
charafter plainly printed them,that 
without Calnewiadges thera, naither 
Salvation of Chriſtians,nor the Worſhip 
of Gad can-canſift, Now let ug adde 
fome ather ſignes and- tokens, out of 
which we may ſafely fet dewn, that an 

int is not Fundamental, atbough 

e urge, and enforce it for Funds 
mental, and they epaly » Who have 
long laboured, and {weat ſoundly inthe 
maintaining of it. 

Firſt therefore,that is not Fundamen- 
tall, which was never clearely revealed 
from the beginning,by the Prophets,and 
Apoſtles inſpired from Heaven, to Chri- 
ſtian people, and to Chriſtian Churches, 
founded by them through the whole 
World, "For they had not been pure 
from the blond of them all, if they had 
Ts re © ſminned 
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ſirenned to declare all the Connſell of God Cuar.s. 
#0 all; ſo far forthas it wasneceſlary to way 
the procuring the Salvation of all 
Fachin Chriſt Jeſus. And the ſaving 
: Trath in ſach neceſſary , and fundamen«+ 
.| tall things was ſo revcaled by the Apo» 
files, that all might behold it. ' Go ye into Mark. 16. 
all the world and preach the Goſpell 10 6 ** 
very creature: For it is the power of God Rom. 1.16 


unto Salvation to every one that beleeveth, f 

| Te preach (riſt; Warning every may C0l.1.25! 

| and teaching every man in all wiſdame that 

we may prefent every mas per fet in (hriſt 

way What therefore | the time of 

the Apoſtles was nat declared to all,that 

cannot in our Age begin to bee Funda» 

mentall, Yea, neither the Papiſts them 

ſelves dare deny this, although they ar« 

rogateto the Pope of R , and Ro» 

miſh Church more power, than is meet, 

|  overthe Articlesof the Chriſtian Faith. 

| For (aw ſ{etall thoſe thingsapart from ,;, 
the Dadtrines of the Cathalique Faith, ut. pay. © 
which were not univerſally preached by 145. 146. 
the Apoſtles. How much more then, 

| ought theyto be ſevered from the Fun» 

|  &damentals? The fame Author alloweth 7; 1c. 

that ſone propoſitions may bon onljes 10.p.391, 

rut 
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Cna? 6. Truths of the Chriſtian Dottrine, which 
he thinks not worthy to be called Truths 
of the Catholique Faith,For this name he 
counts peculiarly to belong to thoſe Do- 
Arines which ſo nearly concerne the 
Faith , that by removing them Faith it 

ok ſelfe is taken away. And (ordubato 

36.1.9" the fame purpoſe ſaith, 7t i no (atholique 

272-14" Truth, nor the contrary opinion Hereſie, 
wnleſſe ſuch a Truth be revealed, and ge- 
werally propounded to all, to be neoe fel 
beleeved, Laſt of all, Bellarmine himſclte 

| grants us, T hat thoſe things, Which are ab- 

Lib 4.de folritely neceſſary for all to Salvation, 

qa _ Were preached unto all by the eApoſtles 

NED themſelves. Let this therefore bee the 
firſt ſigne, of a DoAtrine not Fundamen- 
tall . ny hath not beene delivered by 
the Apoſtles toall, publiquely, generally 

and plainely, 
Secondly , that is no Fundamentall 

——_ Peint , which was never admitted 

, .< +» and held for ſuch in the Primitive 

Church, ſuccceding the Apoltles,and ne- 

ver recommended to all,by generall con- 

ſent: of the Catholique Church, ' For if 

_—_ maintaine, that the Catholique 

Chchdidever reid, or wes ignore 
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of any Fundamentall Dodtine, he muſt Cnae.s. 


by the ſame reaſon maintaine , that the 
whole Church was ſevered from her 
Foundation, which no man, well in- his 
wits, will ever ſuffer to enter into his 
Thoughts. It was well obſcrved by the 
right Reverend Arch-biſhop of eAr- 
wach, a man of ſingular Piety, and ſtored 
with the commendation for Learning in 
all kinds. That if at this day, Wee ſhould 
put by the points, wherein Chriſtians dife 


r one from another , and gather into one 


body the reſb of the «Articles wherein they yq.. 0... 
—_ agree : (which worſhip Chrilt _ = 
God and Man, and acknowledge him for fore the 
their Saviour) We ſhonld find that in thoſe KngP*8 
propoſitions, Which Without all Controver- *3* 


fie are Univerſally received in the ("hri- 
ſftian World, ſo much truth i contained, as 

be 
gs 


being joyned with holy Obedience, ma 

ſufficient to bring 4 man nnto everlatla 
Salvation. Which plainel OP 
that theſe things alone of the common 
Faith, are thoſe, which righaly are cal- 
led Fundamentall : but as for thoſe 
ints, which we ſodcarcly priſe, and 
or love of them clath the eſtant 
Churches together, bocle of the rigs 
O 
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the Fundamentals, they may ſometirhes 
be ranked amongſt true and profitable 
Dodtrines, but may not be accounted ab- 
folutely neceffary,or Fundamentall. 
Thirdly, it js not a Fundamentall ma- 
_ = R_ Relig} - which 
1510 ed or propound , that to con- 
ccive the truth thereof, and to appre- 
hend it with Faith, we ſtand in need of 
the Wit, and cunning of Logicians, and 
of the abſtracted and abſtruſe ſpeculation 
of Metaphyſitians. For nothing Were 
more unjuſt, than the Chriſtian F aith, if 
it ſhould only fit and belong to thoſe , Who 
ave Learned and Skithull? in theſe on 
Nothing is more ttfiall amongſt 
Men, than in their minds atid conceits,to 
abſtra&t the matmer of things, from the 
things themſtlves; nothing tmote- com- 
mon, than to propound the fatrie fi 
numericall thing, tobe conſidered under 
ſeverall formall differerices, and torcarc 
and raiſe theſe touring {| ons, ob 
| If any fuch matter were Fanda- 
mentall, or neceſſary tobe knowhe to 
Sakrarſonz there were yo hope _ 
one 
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Salvation of all milearned People. But 


CBars, 


we defend with eAugnitine , that rhe Epiſt32ts 


_ of the holy Church is apprehended, 
by the Reaſon of Diſputation, but the 
Fi of beleeving, othertv;ſe none but the 
hiloſophers, Roala obtnine bleſſed hnppi- 
aſe Yea, we fay with the Apoltle, 
Where ie the Wiſe , Where ts the Seribe, 
Where # the Diſpmter of this World ? &c. 
Bat God hath choſen the fooliſh things of 
the World, to confound the Wiſe. As it he 
had faid , Where art thou © Learned 
man, and $ilfull in lofty ſpeculations ? 
Artthoualone meet to receive the No- 
Arine of Life > Yea, every one of the 
plaine couttrey People is more fit than 
thy ſelfe,, and thou nd ether unfit , if 
thou thinkeſt that in e things, thon 
mayſt rely on thy own Art, and witty 
apprehenſion,for the way of Salvation is 
not only a holy way, but alſo ſo fine amd 
direFt, that ws fpoliftrennnit Lil works it : 
So be it, they flick to the Wordinthe fins 
plicity their hearts, As La- 
ther wall affirmeth; Therefore , fa 
ving and. Fandamentall Doftrines, are 
not to be fought fot; in the dark dlouds 
' of ſpeculation; but in the plaitt propoſi- 
t16ng 
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tions of the holy Scriptures, to thecon | 


ceiving whereof, there is more need and 
uſe of Faith , than Art; of an obedient 
Heart, than of a ſubtile and piercing 
Wit. 
_ - Fourthly, asall points juſtly challen- 
ging to themſclves the Title of Funda- 
mentall , are plaine and naked , for the 
manner of their Expreſſion ; ſo ought 
they to be few , and fo framed , that 
they do not ſwell to an infinite number, 
ea, that they grow not into ſo great a 
ulk , burthenſome to bee portable in 
the memory of Gods little ones. Hence 
eAquinas cals them the Fir# things to 
be beleeved , and ſpeciall eArticles of the 
Faith, William Parts termes them the 
Fandatories of Religion, Others ſtile 
them Radicall T But although 
theſe firſt , Fundatory , and Radicall 
Do&tines of the Chriſtian Religion, 
may beget , and bring forth a.great, un- 
I 
m, 0 
tate, Jllnege 
portion with reaſon , that they in them- 


ſches, ſhould bee many , or uncer- 
taine, When therefore wee behold, 


that 
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that to theſe Firſt credibler of the Yi Ciiay.6. 


vine Edence, and Attributes of the In« 
comprehenſible Trinity ; of the H 
ſtatical Union of two Nature in Chriſt, 
of the Cemmication of his Propertics, 
and almoſt of eyery Obje&of Know- 
ledge in Divinity , there is4rmexed fo 
great a traine of ſeverall points, as thick 
Volumes are notable to contain them, 
tt is moſt certaindly furethat rhe grea- 
teſt part of them is not Fundamengall; 
All Chriſtians qught to heare the Couns 
7 . p_ atianzen, Cont 
ith he) o» Divine things ; bat 4 
in the — Ate Speake t £9 


Phraſes ' and objerv. 


Language of the Spirit , and if it be poſ= D ſps 


ſible, nothing elſe. Do not thou. curion- 
ſly pry , thorow "thoſe narrdW rifts into 
ihe Nature of the Father, the Eſſence of 
the only begotten Sonne , th#Glory of the 
Holy Gho#t , and one God in three Per- 
fons.Uſe the Words actuftomed, the reaſon 
of them belongs to thoſe that are Wiſer 
roinguiire. Le it (atisfie thee that thou 
haft the Foundation, and let alone to eAr- 
tificers to build therewyow. Would to 
God only Artificers would bifſd upon 


them ; woutd to God they would not 


E nungle 
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luperftruures ; with the. few ; and 
plaine Fundamentals , to bee embraced, 
with equall affeions, and to bee re- 
ceived with honour alike-. If they en- 
deavour thus todo z, yet it becomes all 
pious and prulcut Chriſtians to diſcerne 
and:make a difference betwixt thoſe 
firſt and few things to bee beleeved, 
unmediately revealed by Chriſt, and 
bis , Apoſtles, and thoſe ; mumberleſle. 
deductions of Divines, which they, ac- 
cording..to, their ſeverall minds and 0- 
pinlons., aſecke to thruſt , and crowd 
into the. ſame roome with Funda- 
mentals. | | 
Fiftly ,.1t.is no Fundamentall point, 
which-though furbiſhed and attired in 
DEW termes , 1s not the ſame in eff, 
with the DodArine expreſſed in the 
words of the Holy Scripture. For if 
the addition of our new coyned words, 
1mporteth any thing more than what is 
in the Scripture , this new acceſſion 
may bee allowed tor a conſequent of the 
Fundamental Dodtrine, but it cannot 
With this new pecce bee urged for a di- 
reR. , downeright Fundamentall Nos 
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Arine. But if the new word ; or the Cuaar.6- 


addition _— = matter of the 
Senle of." the Won, brings no' 
new thing .at all , but fo that under-' 
ſtanding the Termes, the effec of buth 
appeares to bethe fame, then wee ac- 
knowledge both to bee Fundamentall. 
For the difference of the expreſſion, al- 
ters not the nature of a Fundamental 
Dodtrine .; where the eſſence and 
meaning of the Propoſition , remaines 
the fame, What wee have faid ſome- 
what obſcurely, we will make plaine by 
an example. 

'-Chriſt is God; and the Sonne of 
God, | | 

This is a Fundamentall Point, and fo 
alſo is this, =T 5 | 

Chriſt is coeſſentiall with God, his c- 
ternall Father, 

For although in the latter, there isa" 
new Terme , yet it addes no new thing, 
nor' affirmes any _ » Which will 
cauſe the cumberance of a toileſome de- 
du&ion, to extra& it out of the former; 
but whoſoever underſtandeth the termes' 
of both , preſently underſtands , that: 
they agree lowell, as in ſenſe they = 

| k 2 the 
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Crap. s, the ſame. ' For nomnan of ſound ſenſe 


” canhave a Conceitof diverſe Gods'in 
the fame Bilence, or ſubſtance. But if 
the Dodrine or Propofition, : deck't in 
farraign Termcs 4nd new = 
nat bee annexed. to: a plaino 
Fandamentall Article, without a ak 
and artificiall dedueing of itzit ought not 
to bec inſerted: into. the Catalogue of 
—_ thafas — 
ve t ce i) 
or Deduction,are bound toafford belicfe 
to {ych Cenſctaries;: But pee 
whom it doth not ſufficiently 
that fucha Propoſition follow 
any Fundamental point , they = met 
hound to: embrace it for a tried Truth, 
much leſle for ſuch a Doctrine, without 
which no hope; i3keft. to obtaine Salva- 
tion. To — As of- 
ten; as It is inquired, w any Do- 
arine-bog Fundamentall or no ; let us 
not give hecd to-the clamours of Di- 
ſputanty, But have tecourſe:to thoſe 
Notes, Which now wee have reckoned 
yp« If the Doftrines thoy prefſe on us, 
be not clearely recommended by the 
Apoſtles tþ —_ to the. — 
dS Chur 
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—_ REP preaching of -- Crap H, 
, If in ſotceediog/ Ages t 
_— Univerſally received, if they 
bee not ſuited to the capacity of finple 
Chriſtians, but anly fireeal to the braines 
of Philoſophers,” and Logicians, if they 
bee too many , and not'tomprifed with- 
in certaine bounds : Laſtly, if expreſ- 
fed in fuck Formes of Spteth , that they 
catmot - bee. reduced” to an equivalent 
ſenſe, with a cleare and of all confeſſed 
Fundamentall Article, foretimes they 
may bee Truthes, bat they 6at never bye 
counted Fundamentals, jo 
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| Crap, VII. 


of the Summe of F andamental] points, 

- Contained w the Creed, and Comman- 
' denpents, fo farre as Wee _ to Bla 
- 'leeve, or Prattiſe. 


M Any on Papiſts, km 
ous, when we maintaine that the 
difference betwixt the Reformed Chur- 
ches,ts not about Fundamentals,preſent- 
RE, to bring. in a'Bill, and 
et forth an acurate Catalo ogue of Fun- 
damentals ; ſothat we may ſay, ſo many 
Fundamentals there be of the Chriſtian 
Faith, neither more nor lefle. Weecaſily 
anſiver the Papiſts, that it were preſum- 
ption in Proteftants,who confeſfle thetn- 
{elves ſfubjzeR to errour, to undertake fo 

.aTaske : let Papiſts rather addreſſe 
themſclves to the Pope of Rome, who 
alone can ſpeake Oracles, and is faid to 
have all Laws, Humane and Divine,lockt 
up in the Cloſet of his Breſt. 

But if any of our men ſhall earneſtly 
maintaine, that unlefſe this firſt be done, 
no Bretherly love , can be renewed be- 
twixt 
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twixt the Proteſtant Churches, lt him: Cay 7 


he can but only reduce the . Propoſitions 


m Controverſie, which he defires ſhould: 


be Furidamentall; to a certain and ſtinted 
number. 
him not blame the backwardneſſe of o- 
thers in the ſame matter. Although it 


be not hard-to- ſhow the reaſons, why: 


the Fundamentall Points, can icarce , or. 
not at all, tobe brought toa ſet number. 
Firſt of al,that which hinders is this,that 
according to the diverſe conceits of 'di- 
verſe men, the formes of Propoſitions 
are altered, and one Divine breaks that 
into two, which another makesup into 
onePropoſition; Hence of neceſſity mult 
arite an uncertainty of their: number; 
Which wee ſee to have happened inthe 
very Articles'of the Creed , which Di- 
vines commonly count to be twelye,and 
yet ſome 'reckon them np- fourteen. 
What ſhallI ſay ? thatas yet, Divinesare; 
not well agreedamonegſt themſelves, ob 
the very diltin&ion , of a Fandamentall 
point. Some reſtraine this name tothole 
DoQrines alone, which with an expreſlo 
Faith, are tobobeleeved qf all Chriſtians 
. E 4 to 


Ifhe ſhrinkes to do this, let- 


| try, (which is ſomewhat more caſie) if 
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tothe obtaining of Salvation and eternal 
" lifeby Chriſt, and this I profeſle tobec 
mine Yet are there ſome moſt 

_— __ Divines , brag 


an unneceſlary 
Rent betwixt the Churches of C 
Laſtly, there never were , nor willhe 
wanting ſome, who will require that it 
may bee reckoned amongſt the Funds- 
—_— ——o——_ 

erraneoully dreame, & 
have digged and drawn out of the Word 
ef Gad. » Aorcu Samet 
thoſe hatefull and troubleſome Brawlers, 


, who 
the Foundations of Religion are pluckt 


- + any dare ſhake 
| IE 
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the very nature and definition of a Fun C427. 


damentall Doctrine flotes in this man» 
ner, it is na more im le to count 
the waves of the Sea, than it is perciſcly 
to define the ſet, and certaine number of 
Fundamentall Dodrines, ebbing and 
flowing according to mens ſeveral opt- 


nians. 

But leaſt I might ſecme wholly to 
wave and decline the marking out of 
Fundamentall Dodcrines, I will ſhew 
plainely what was the opinion bothof 
Ancient and Moderne Divines in this 
matter, 'by publique producing of their 
teſtimonies. , 

As touching things ta be beleeved, all 
Foundations —_ _— Faith, are 
compriſed in'the Apaltles Creed, nei- 
ther ſhall he, who from his heart profeſ- 
ſeth that he affordeth beliefeto all, and 
every thing thorein contained, be defici» 
ent 1n = (fo farre as edncernes 
things to be beleoved) to the _—_ 
of Salyation in Chrilt, and retaining 
Communion with the brethren of 
Chriſt. Now let us ſee how honourably 
the ancient Fathers did bath thinke and 

Irene 
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Cua?/7. - Treners faith, T hat the Church diſper- 
Lib.1.cap. fedthorow the Whole World received this 
243. Faith from. the eApoſtles, and carefilly 
kept it, fs that by conſent in this Faith,they 
As it Were dell all in one houſe , and have 
one heart. And hee ſheweth that this 
Faith , doth ſuffice fir the Unity of all 
Churches together among ſt themſelves, as 
the Dutch, Spaniſh , French, Eaſterne, 
Egyptian, Lybian, in a Word all Chriſtian 
Ineforms- Churches, Tertullian calleth this Creed, 
bi\em, lib. the one Rule of Faith, fole, immoveable, 
a: Virgin. and which need not,or may not be altered,or 
_— reformed. Hilary tyred with the con- 
tentions of the eArians, takes breath 
Ad Conflit. weith this ſpeech : Tt mo#t ſaft for us to 
Avgſt. wetaine the' firft and ſole Evangelical 
Faith , Conf ([ed and UnderStood in our 
Baptiſm, 
Tom 1o.de eAugutine cals this Creed the com- 
temp 907m. prehenſcon and Per feftion of our Faith; 
2+ DOM. 17 adding with all, that it ts plaine, ſhort and 
Kamis pa!- full ; ſothat' the plaineneſſe doth provide 
—_ oe and take order to. helpe the homelineſſe of 
— ;1, JSmple eAwditonrs : The'ſhortneſſe eaſeth 
the mennry, and the filueſſe compriſeth at 
Do#rine, In another place he cals it rhe 
certain rule of Faith, bywwhich Beteever + 
Tn ? ”m ay 
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may hold the (atholique Truth , and by Cnavc7. | 


which they may convince all hereticall Wic- 
keaneſſe. Ruſſinus (aith, that this Creed 
may alſo be called the T riall , or T onch- 
Prone ; if We meet a man we doubt of, do but 
examine bim by this Creed, and he will pre- 
ſently <bſeover himſelfs, whether he be a foe 
or 4a Friend. Laſtly; Maximus T auri- 
nenſis writes,that the ApoFtles did deliver 
the myſtery of Faith ta the ("hnrch of God, 
that- becauſe there Was to be diverſity of 
Beleevers under the one name of Chrift,the 
privy -ſignet of the Creed ſhould diftin- 
g#iſb the \ F aithfull from the Vubelee- 
vers.' .* 

Come wonow toſce, . what was the 
Schoolmens Judgement: of this Creed, 
eAlexander of Hales brings this reaſon, 
why the-Creed was compoled, That it 
might be the Inftruftion of the Faithfull, 
in one Underſtanding and ( onft ſſion of the 
Trnth,and Devotion of Keligton,ih Which 
the natgre of Man « to 0b tayne ble (ſeanes. 
Somewhat after,T o 1uffruth in the Faith, 
was: the-cayſe of making the eApoiiles 

(reed, for to this purpoſe Was it compoſed, 
that the Faithfull nnvght be taught #n one 
Faith, to beleepe all- things neceſſary to 
Salvation. 


Expo fir.in 
>. —_ 


Serm of 
the Creed. 


Parte. 3. 
que) t.69, 
memb 2. 
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Cnar?:*. Salvation, «Aquinas determines, that as 
2.2,q%ſt. toxching theſe firſt believables, whith are 
Bart. 5. in the Articles of the Faith, every one 4 
Ups bound explicitely to beleeve them ; but as 
concerning other believables , he uu bound 
only implicitely to beleeue them, and'in the 
Preparation of his mind,that us, having hit 
Heart in readineſſe to imbrace them, when 
it ſhall appeare to him, that they ave con- 
tained in the Dottrin of the Faith, Bona« 
Sent.l.;3, wenure faith, Whenit « demanded, whe« 
difi.25 qu. ther the Doftrin of the Faith be ſufficient- 
Tin CONC. Iy contained in the ApoFtes Creed, we 
ſpied 2. vſWer that if we ſpeak of the Dottrin of 
Faith, in reſpef? to thoſe things , Which 
therein are moſt principall and proper ,t 
are ſufficiently aw im the Gd 
Neither is there any thing to be belveved, 
Which may not be reduced to the Article: 
PL real ore nciples and 
ſtable foundations. I Schoole- 
men, becauſe it is their generall judge- 
ment, that the plaine and unfolded bh 
liefe ofthe A Creed, is enough 
- CO Chriſtians , for the attain- 
ng of Salvation ; thaoug a greater meay 
fyre of Knowledge bee required from 
menof greater Learning, Whence the 
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Maſter of the Sentences, after hce had Cyap.7. 
concluded, That in the time of Grace all Sent.ygh 3. 
things ought to be beleewed, Which are cone 4ift. 1.5. 
tained in the (reeds ; afterwards hce ad- 
deth, that it is one thing to know only what 
A Man ought ta beleeve, to obtaine etefnall 
life,and axother to know hoW the [ame may 
be maintained, and _ againit wicked 
men oppoſing it, 'which KnoWvledge 
Faithfull men cannot sh;ll of, andyet they 
exccell moſt in Faith it ſelfe, 
Nor doe the modern Papiſts , differ 
herein from the Schoolmen. Let 
the Fathers of Trene ſpeake. The cc; .- 
Apoſtles Creed i that Principle, in Which 
all that profsſſe the Faith of Chriſt do 
neceſſarily agree , and it # that firme and 
only fiundation, ag ainft which the gates of 
Hell ſhall never prevaile, . And in the 
very Catechiſm of the Council of Trevt, 
this Treed is called, T he ſhort forme of the 
{briſtias Faith, and Hope, de flood & 
fonndation of Truth, firit, and neceſ[arily 
to be beleeved of all, ( anifiue 
T hat the words in the ("reed tend to this 
perpoſe, that we have the true K now- 
ledge of God and Heavenly things, which 
neceſſary inevery mas tonares the leads 
( P "ng 
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C nar.,y, 
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Fph.4. 
ll;12, 


ing of a godly and happy life, compriſed, in 
brief wy dunks, (ad Bars cals it 
the rule of the Chriſtian faith, preſcribed 
to all Beleevers, becauſe by this common 
Profeſſion of the faith, thoſe of the ſame 
houſhold, and brethren , are diſtingniſhed 
fr om their E nemes. 

.Out of which teſtimonies we gather, 
that'it was the generall opinion of Di- 
vines; that all Fundamentall Do&trines of 
the Chriſtian Faith, neceſfary with the 
neceſſity of the meancs to the Salvation 
of men, were comprehended in the 
Creed,{o that none ſhall periſh, for meer 
ignorance of God and Chriſt; who give 
an explicite Faith to theſe things. Yet 
we ay not, that beſides theſe few Fun- 
damentals , Chriſtians ſhould make no 


account of all other No&rines, which are 
placed in the Holy Scriptures. Yea all 
Paſtors and DoRors are bound by the ne- 


ceſſity of the Precept, to further the perfs- 
Gn of the Saints andedifying of the B irs 


of Chriff, till we all come into the tanity of 


the Faith, and of the Knowledge of the Son. 
of God, unto aperfet Man. -. The people 
themfelves alſo are bound, where abikty 
and . opportunity is afforded-theny;-to+ 
grow 
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grow #ntothe riches of the full Aſſmrance CHaP.7. , 
of Vnderſt anding, to the acknoWledgement Col. 3.2. 


of the Myſtery of God, and of the Father, 
and of Chriſt. But neither DoQtours of: 
Particular Churches, nor Chriſtians li- 
ving in them, are bound to break off the 
band of Brotherly Communion with 
other Churches,-which embrace this 
Summe of the- Chriſtian Faith in that 
ſenſe, wherein the Catholique Church, 
always received it, and profefſe them- 
lelves encmies to all Herefies that over- 
throw the ſame, 

Now as wt have ſet downe the Apo- 
{tles Creed, for the briefe of Fundamen- 
tals ining to the ſaving Myſteries of 
Faith, ſo wee acknowledge the Deca- 
logue as the Symbole and Summe of all 
things to be done, as touching duties due 
to the worſhip of God, and offices of 
Charity which wee owe to our -Neigh- 
bour, For wee may fitly enough call 
Fundamentall Doftrines, not only thoſe 
Myſteries of Faith , whoſe explained 
Knowledge is altogether neceſlary to 
the Salvation of Chriſtians :-but alſo 
thole Dictatesof the Divine Law,which 

it we know not at all, we cannot m_ 
{hip 
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Zuth.Tom, 
Lin dſp. 
F- 406. 
Phil. pag. 
436. 


ip God as we ought to the! obtaining 
of  IDnneNg 
Decalogue the Summe of things to bee 
done, even as wee ſtyled the other ( of 
which we have ſpoken before)the Sum 
of things to be cd. For the mecre 
ſpeculative Knowledge ' of ' the Divine 
Myſteries, without the 
ledge of the Divine Mandats, can bring 
none to bleſſedneſſe. 
Therefore, the teaching of Gods Law 
m Churches, is -plainly neceflary, and al- 
together to be retained, without whicly 
Chriſt cannot be retained. For to this 
Law not only our corporall life, but alſo 
— erm _ {ubjcRed, 
Now ings which are propoun- 
ded in this Law of God are fofindemene 
tall, that cannot be broken without 
the guilt of , nor ed and des 
nyed without the ſtaine of Hereſfie 
The Fundamentals of the Creed aime 
at this cid, that we may know God and 
Chriſt to eternall Life, as cither hath re- 
my: aſi rnt 
rive at this wee 
may 'worſhip both as they have com- 
manded thenlelves to be a" 


praQticall knows. 
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If any overthrow the Fundamentals of Cuar 7. 
Gods worſhip,he is ſhut oat from Salva 


tion;as much as if hee had overturned the 
Myſteries of Faith, Kow ye not that the 
aunrighteous ſhall not inherit the Kingdoms 
of God ? Be not deteived;nitither fornica= 


tors, no# Taolaters, nor eAdnlterers, &c. Li, 
As if the Apoſtle had faid;, It is nolefle de ſuperb. 
dammable to erre in theſe morall, than in' 07.4- 


ſpeculative principles. - For the corre 
ption of ones Ge about mn 
which pertaine to manners, may make' 
an Heretique\no lefſe than about thoſe 
things which pertaine'to Faith, if it be 
inany Univerſall Principle of Gods Law, 
Hee that beleeves he may worfhip many 
Gods, or adore the ttuc God m an Image 
made with hands, -that is of the opinion 
that theft or fornication ate thirios laws 
full, grates-upon a Fundamentall Do- 
Arine, and runs into a deadly , and dan- 
gerous 'Horefie, For the praticall dts 
Rate, whith is included iri cvery man= 
date of the Law is a Fundamentall truth, 
and ought equally' to be& belccved as ar 
Article of ' the Creed ; in- ſpeculatwe 
things. TF any - man therefore {honld 
belceve ,-or teach = or Parents are 
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Cay 7. | not tobe bonoared ray thing dee 
a Commandement 


of God, ab 


Now ney Pk will adde unto the Fun- 


Emeril Daſtbag of So foeod wh 


balecre to Salvation: So allo in the 


matter of-he Gn, cvery oang 
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Bruherly Communion. Ir 
ſhall not 
which x pronipbes «nat Cyar.y. 


craments , or 
of he Wok hh Ch 
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» Chrilt, = that belecves all thingy 
ſoundly, and ſufficiently, embraccth 
Fundamentall Dodtrine of this Sacra- 
onk tothe ſucking of Grace out of it; 
thoſe difficult jons toſs 
d = tumbled betwixt Divines, about 
the manner of the Preſence and cating 
of Chriſt,never came into hishead,m uch 
leſſe did he give tus conſent to one fide, 
or other, 
..  Tq this threefold kind of Fundamens 
tals ; Whereof the firſt is. ſeen in the 
Creed The ſecond, in the Commans 
dements ;. The third, in the Sacraments 
of Baptiſm, and the Lords Supper: We 
may adde a fourth, menieed in the 
Lords Prayer. For ſeeing, ant 
or Praycr.1s.a duty belonging to the 
worſhip of God , abſolutely neceflary 
for the obtaining of Grace, and Saly# 
tion, it mult needs have certaine funds 
mentals, which bei —_—_— or 
{lighted, it becomes of no moment, but 
is cffeQuall if they be retained and obs 
Grved This is a fundamentall point: 
God to be invoked by Religious 


Prayer, he is to becalled through 
hus 6 Sn our Medarorgndingon wh wn 
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we call him Our Father + He 13to beo | Canap.7. 


Prayed unto for all good things wee 
want ; but chiefly for Grace, Pardon, 
and Glory, which we molt ſtand innecd, 
of. Laſtly , he is to bee prayed unto in 
Faith, Charity, and a good Conſcience, 
He that contradidts theſe things 1isa flat 
Heretique, and perverts the Cnamen- 
tals in the duty of Prayer, 

. .That theſe foure things , which wee 
have touchedare alone to, beaccaunted 
Fundamentals of the Chriſtian Religi- 
on, ſcemes to me plainly ta appeare out 
of the praftice of the Apoſtles themlelvs 
and Primitive Church, well known un- 
to all. Forthey have judged no part 
cular Church ta have caſt away the Fun- 
damentall points of faving Faith, or to 
have fallen off from the Communion of 
the Catholique C hurch, who hokily pro- 
feſſe the faith inthe Creed, and obedi» 
ence to the Commandements, whoads+ 
fniniſtred the Sacraments: according -to 
Chriſts Inſtitution, and called upon God - 
inthe Name of Chrilt.-; Fot con» 
ceived them to deſerve an-admonition 
for their errors of lighter tnoment, but 
would thereforg cyt off no particular 
ID F3 Chu- 


win Exhiriation t6 


Gnarrd. Chirches , called by the Natne of 
——— Chriltgroc tho body of the Catholiqyt 
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T hat Brotherly Communion is 10 be bipt 
betwixt the Proreftanc Charches gs pro- | 
| ily Reſt invae from the Cons. 

nwnion Whith they have ts feſue 
(Wif, the only Proſonntl Fowndts 


[onacuuy as thizohe thing ithe 
' greneeſt hindergnee of ſaling dgrev- 
ment b&twixtProtdtant thit | 
that finth a 
Communion is altogether inlayyfull,we 
eo our ability ſhall endeavour to ſhi, | 
that | this ' Communion! of 
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the Cuae.4* 


$ as ſere themchves at one view. WO 
| (as it is fit) from thoſe Rear 
. - | ons, which flow fromthe confiderati-: 


Jes Chriſt, 
our Saviour , to whamalt dottick, and 
from whome all Good, T Sptr 
| 42+) = mr rn > bt 


—_ thoſe yr AW 's tos 1 Reaſon, 
ny en ne 
. we willnoedeny but that they vetaine 
| Conjundtion and Comduiniets with 
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For the band of holy Brotherhood /be- 
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26: An Exhortation to 
Cy4r.3:: he broken at mens pleaſures,except the 

be alſo broken betwixt roar} ie" 

who is the head of all Chitrches. If the 

$4avon count the Hebvetian or Helvetian 

theSaxon Churches, fo alienated, . and 


corneaſunderfrom Chriſt , by their er- | 


rors, that they are neither founded in 
Chriſt; nor by Chriſt the Elder Brother, 
taken into' the brotherly ſocicty of fel- 
low-members, 'then they may pretend 
{dme'reafon,/why they renounce com- 
munion with them, 'But+if m no wiſe 
they dare affirme this, wee cannot have 
juſt Eauſe to diſclainie Brotherly Com- 
munion with thoſe, whom Chriſt him- 
ſelte:blaſhethnat to awne, and call his 
Avguft. E- Brethren; Itwas the peeviſh fraward- 
PF.15%. nefleof theDonarifts, neither to receive 
from other Churches any. letters impot- 
ting a Communion,nor to acknowledge 
any right of Brotherhood with them; 
thodox Chyrehes? Ont of +-Fogſn 

t Churches? Out of eAwgu/ti 
go ine 

mrs Do- T bat the Donatiſts angry for this ' thing 
- pot, werd notwithRlanding by'the Qrthogox þ. 
(oll.cap.35 knowledge fir Brethren, The fame alſo 
appeares. out of Qptatics —— 

| x W 


_— 


EF i 


Bratherly Communios. 


therefore it mult be juſtified, that ſome 5,2 


Proteſtant Churches haye loſt their con» 
jundion with Chriſt the Foundation 
of the Church, and forteited their Bro» 
therly Communion with Chriſt their 
Elder Brother ; arclſe we muſt not de- 
part from Brotherly - Society with 
them. | 
In the ſecond” place wee argue from 
moſt certain Signes and Markes,whence 
we may and ought tobe perfwaded, that 
this or that Church, is . conjoyned to 
Chriſt the corner ſtone ; for from the 
fame notes we may conclude, that other 
Churcheg are hound and obliged, not to 
ſeparate themſclves from the ſame, They 
therefore which want not the knows- 
ledge of God. and Chriſt, neceſſary to 
eternall life, who have true Faith, true 
Repentanco, and true Endeavour after a 
New wy ——_— 
weought to grant,that they enjoy aſa» 
ing conjaddhon with Chai thelrfrun, 
dation, But none (for ought I know) as 
yet 
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Cuay,s, 
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- manifeſt that they remaine conjoyned 


Rom.12,5 


x Cor.12, 


23. 
Eph.4.16, 
3- Reaſon, 


yet is found, which hath given this bloo- 
dy Sentence, That in this or that Proce« 
ſtant Church there is notſo much knows« 
ledge of God, and Chriſt, as fafficeth to 
Salvation ; Lo mrrnnrys try 
Faith; fr 
erciſe of Re and endeayour af- 
ter New Lite. But if all theſe thi 

agree to all Proteſtant Churches , its 


with their Head and Foundation; nor 
lefſe manifaſt , that they have inward 
Brotherly lon ' and ought to 
een rin themembers of 
iſt, For We bei are one 
with Chriſt , ACEES=ECS 
members, From the connexion with this 
foundation depends and followes of ne- 
ceſſity the cormettion and communion, 
betwixt ſeverall Churches and private 
| perſons , except wee account no 
efto 


Saxony are bound 
NC = 
adhcre 
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| De Schifſe 


ma! Donat: 
lib.4. in 


Efay.65.8 
4.Reaſon, 


muchas offer this, they never divided & 
"pp" funder 


ſuch moment, that they pluck up the cr- 
ring Church from its foundation, ſo that 
they ſaffer it not to have the ſame Lord, 
the ſame Faith, the ſame Baptiſme, the 
ſame God and Father , of whom the A- 
poltle ſpeaketh ? If hee dare not affirme 
this ,: the Churches .may obje&t to 
thoſe, who deny to entertaine Brotherly 
Communion with them, that of Optarm 
Milevitanus, Tow wilt not keep and held 
peace with us, that is With your Brethren, 
Whom one © Mother ( hurch bred in the 
ſame bowWvels of the Sacraments, whom God 
the Father in the ſame manner received to 
behis adopted ſos But if any ſhall ſtil pro- 
cecd to ikrad , and rend aſunder thoſe 
Churches, which are conjoyned in this 
perſonall foundation, we conceive thoſe 
words of 1/ay4h fit to he objected againſt 
him., Deſtroy them nat, for 4 bleſſing i in 
them, 

_- We may dray a ſtrong argument from 
the pratice of the A to be uſed a- 


 gainſk thoſe-who think the Bratherly 


.Communjon betwixt Churches may be 
diflolved:, for the errours of particular 
perlons. For the Apoſtles did never fo 
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finder or claſht together whole Chur« Cnar.8. 


ches, which did ſtick to Chriſt the fow- 
dation of mans falvation, taking advan- 
tage of the occaſion or pretence of their 
errors whatſoever. It is well known that 
there were divers crrours brought into 
the Churches of Corinth and Galatia, it 
is well knowne that they were maintai- 
ned of great men and of great account ; 
and yet Pax! never went about to per- 
{wade the purcr and ſounder Churches of 
the Epheſians, Philsppiansand Colloſſians, 
not- to retaine Brotherly Communion 
with thoſe Churches more impure. Yea 
morover he acknowledgeth thoſe Chur- 
ches which are full of errors and troubles 
for the SanRified Churches of Chriſt,nor 
diſdaincth he to grace and honour thoſe 
that erred and weredeccived with the 
nameof Brethren, Indeed it is never 
lawfull for us,to approve and allowthoſe 
errours which are ſcattered in other 
Churches, but it is ever lawfull for us, to 
profeſle — — the 

cgations of particular es, 
whullt they profeſie and retaine faving u- 
nion with Chriſt the Foundation of the 
Catholique Church, . Even 4s the good 
ong [4 


1 Cor. 1. 


2. 
Gal.1.2.& 
$,1t. &6, 
15, 
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Cue, $. 


Fide, ad 
Pet.D:arg. 


04p-43- 


T0. 4.de 


5.Reaſon, 


OO — 
Aug. de 


fiale & ope, Scluſmes, to part the good 


ht not ocher Wiſe to beſneracdfrom the the 
evillin the Catoligus Charch,than by the 
= a7 Works ; So pR_ 
arc i" not to 
be > ated from thoſe TED 


ve only —— 
fort mh He ffme 


rather the raſone ſe of men, arriry oper 
than the _ jo thoſe, which are dili- 
( Now we fay, It 


which bee, Piety commands us 
from thoſe herotiques, who 0» 
m—__ the very Foundation, becauſe 
this is neceflary, But Charſty forbids us, 
y br op wo gr 
Churches, who ſtick to the 
Candation becane thi is Schiſimatical, 
EI 
0 i which e 
to the mutuall edification, and —_ 
to the deſtruQtion of the body of Chriſt 
confofle it partainesto cdification, for us 
to ſhew wandring Churches their er- 
my but I mayncaine it-tends ay = 
Cs 
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Brother by Communion. 93. 
deſtrudtion, that thoſe Churches which Cnays_ 


oyne 
ton for eay ers they defend, For it 
was never heard ſpoken,that one Church 
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| | Charchss, i herſeean heck be 
| | notas yet placktaſunder from its Foun- 
dation;, it belongs to the neighbouring 
Churches to reſtore ſach 4 one inthe $pi- G11.6, 1; 
rit of meekye (ſe, and not with hoſtile cru- 
ety to. cut them off and. caſt them a- 


way. 

They who are founded in the fame | 
Chriſt, and rooted to the partaking of E- 
— —_— 

t 


94 * An Exhortationto 
CaaP.8. ted in mutuall Charity : but no Protes 


Conty, [11.4 
Petiliani,li. 
2.0.99. & 
COn:re - Du« 
nat. 1:15. 
GO ibid, 
tap, 11, 


Job.13.35 
1x 1oh.;. + 


Ws :, 
1Cor.1}. 
1,2, 


ſtant will deny , bat that the Proteſtant 
Churches are founded m.the fame Chriſt 
our Lord and Saviour : It ought there 
fore to be well weighed and conſidered, 
whether the office and nature of Charity 
it ſelfe, doth not wholy deteſt this, wo 
make anendleſſe Schilme , and rent be- 
twixt Churches, for ſome diverſity of 0- 
pinions.It was «Augu#ine's judgement, 
that (briſtian Charity could not be. kept, 
except inthe unity. of the Church , and 
that thoſe Who perſiſt in diſcord belong to 
the lot and portion of Tſmael, For who 
will fay that there .is not brotherly ha- 
tred _ FO gt cm is no other 

and obſtinate in 4 
Ss but brotherly Lp 
fure it is that the proper dutics of Chari- 
ty cannot appeare, and ſhew themſelyes 
in _ iffterences of the Proteſtant 
Churches. I appeale- to the Apoltl- 
himlclfe for my witneſſe, Rom, 1 o_ (oY 
11,@c. 1 (0r.13.5,6,7,6c, If we grant 


thoſe Churches which wee conceive 


ſomewhat toerre in the Faith, yet tobe 
anAtfed and preferved in Chriſt, the 
foundation of the Church, our Faith 
od : though 


8. 
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though ſomething the ſounder, will lit- C42. g-- 
tle availe us,if onr Charity be wanting 4uguſt. ds 
rowards all the Saints : For, favitip Bapr. contr. 
Faith cannot bee, unleſſe conjoyned Portis 
with Charity or Brotherly love, as the © ©? ** 
Scriptures, every where doe witnefſe. 

Por what fball a mans ſound F aith profit 

him, where the ſouudneſſe of bis Charity 4 

baved with the deadly wound of Schifme. 


 CnaPp. IX, 


That Brotherly Communion betwlxt the 
Proteftont C burches , is not to be broken 
off, for t heir divers opinions about que= 
Rtions in Controverſy , is proved by Ar« 
guments , dravn fromthe want of law 
full power nm Miniſters to cauſe ſuch a 
_ or fy rmx PP 


ONE canbe ignorant, 
but that art the firſt 
the very NoQors and 
Miniſters of the Chur- - 
ches were the chicfe, 
yea the ſble Authoury 

of this Separation, which we ſo defire 

G may 


” 


An Exhbortation to 


C 


Ree. 1. 


Church, fromthe brotherly Commu» 


WAP. 9- may be taken away. For ic is notto 


be doubred, but they alone are the 
hinderance, why the Reformed Chur- 


ches, though by wotull experience, | 


they have found the numberlefle dif 
commodities of this long laſting dif- 
ſention, yer they will not amon 

themſelves renew the Charter of their 
Brotherly Communion. For if it ſee» 
med good to rheir Doors, to give 
each to other the right hands of bro- 
therly fellowſhip, un this ſcIfe ſame 
houre we ſhould ſee the Churches mw 
tually embracing one another. There 
fore let us ſee whether they have done, 
or now doe rightly, who either have 
perſwaded, thar the bands of Brotherly 
Communion berwixt the Proteſtant 
Churches ſhould be broken,or earneſt 
ly maintaine, that for the preſent they 
ought not to be renewed againe, We 
are of che contrary opinion, being 


induced thercunco by theſe Argue 


ments. 

Ic isnot in the power of the Mini- 
ſters of any particular Church , ro {& 
parate , or cut off another particular 


nion 


" 
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nion., which it hath wich the Catho- Cirke., 5- 


lique z therefore neither from chat 


| which ic hath with any part of che Ca» 


tholique Church, and by the fame rea- 
ſon,not from the brotherly Communi- 
on which ir ought ro have with ir (ele , 
unlefſe ſhe will confeſſe her ſelfe ro be 
no pare of the Catholique Church, 
The truch of the Antecedent ſeems 
therefore plaine to me, becauſe all juſt 
and lawfull ſeperation of every mem- 
ber from irs body Catholique, ought 
toleane , and rely onthe aurhority cf 
the Carholique Church : for one 
member hath nor this judiciary power 
over another. It is a known Rule of 
Lawyers , A ſentence given by bim that is 
not by Faedge, is voyd in Law : Put par 
ticular Churches are not the Judges of 


private perſons living in forreign chur- 


ches; how much lIcfſe then over the 


| Churches themfelves ? If therefore any 


Church ſhould pronounce another ro 
be disjoynted from the Communion 
with the Catholique, Her ſentence 
were to be Neighted,and contemned,asg 
ofa Judge that preſumed'to make laws 


don of the bounds of his owne Jurit- 


G 2 dition. 
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ha Fxbortation to 


Crap. 9. dition. Bur perchance, they who & 


fily grant the Antecedent of our Ar 
ument, will yet doubt of the Cow hi 
{ uent, and ſer downe, that none 
of 


another part thereof (that is, one part, - 
cular Church, may ſeparate another 1. 
particular Church } from Brothe FY 
Communion with her ſelfe , by thy , 
power of her own private ſentence a" 
authority. Ideny, thatany parti in 
lar Church , hath any lawfull powe 

to difſolve Chriſtian Brother F* 
with any other, except ſofarre fi of 
as the ſeparation rely on the Authori pa 
ofthe Catholique Church, which - 
claſpes and containes within her he 
braces the Churches of all Nati h 
Now this ſeparation relyes on this ay r= 
thority, ſo often as it is made for thal ” 


ans, who are known to oppoſe or 
them. Truſting on this authority 
we juſtly deny brotherly Communi 
to Churches,which falſely , and 
equiyocab 
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<quivocally are entitled with thename Crav. g, 


ot Chriſt, who with joy and jecring, 
hifſe our the Divinity of Chriſt, Who 

at the myſtery of the Trinity , 
which isto be adored, or with ſacri- 
legious boldnefſe overthrow any foun- 
dation of the Chriſtian Faith ; For all 
theſe things have been paſſed for things 
judged on,and rhar by the well known 
and famous authority oftheApoſtolike 
and Catholike Church. But this ſepa- 
ration isnot made rightly , nor accor- 
ding to the cuſtome of rhe Catholike 
Church , as ofcen as one particular 
Church,(hall deny Brotherly Commu» 
nion to another, for difſenting' from 
chem in queſtions newly riſen, andnever 
determined on one fide or other , by 


| the authority of the CatholikeChurch, 


as points of the Catholike Faith. For 
no Church can at its own pleaſure 
breake off the Band of Brotherly Com- 


;| munion , by which all the members 


of rhe Catholike Church are coupled 
together, with any particular Church, 
but that with the ſelfe ſame Deed, (ſkee 
divides her (elte from the budy of the 
Catholike Church , in which thoſe 
G 3 members 
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CHAP 9. , neembers can have no being, which 
-—— have loſt their due joynring and[nion 
with their fellow members. We will 
conclude this argument with the Teſtþ 
mony of A»gnſtsne,, who every where 
teacherh , that this Separation of the good 
_—_— —_ from the evill , being within the (atholih 
fi iacecap, Church is untawfull, and they which en 
43 deavorr, to pluck other members from the 
Joynting of the body ; doe rather ſeparat 
Tem. 4.de themſelves from the Unity of Chriſt, Life 
fide & oper. Iy , 3t nothing buerteth , or bindereth t 
£4Þ4 © 5. that are good , that they abide ſtill a 
Unity and participation of the Sacrament 
with tboſ:, whoſe Deeds they diſalow, 
Neiher with thoſe, whoſe opinions 
they cannot approve. For, if we will 
belceve the ſame Augreſtine , they cannut 
be excuſed of unlawful preſumption , who 
roo much loving their own Judgement , ar- 
rive at ſuch an height of boldneſſe, as to out 
off Communion with others, For th 
neither ought, nor can be cut off from 
Dov. communion wirh particular Churches, 
which remaine conjoyned with the 
Catholike Church. * | 
Particular Churches ought nor in 
*2/- 2. cnr age, to challenge char ro chem» 
ſelves 


To M. To Ae 
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ſelves,which none ever durſt todo inche CHAD. 9. 


timeof the Apoſtles; The Miniſters of 
the Churches ought nor to urge that, 
which the Apoſtles themſelves durſt ne- 
ver perſiwade to be done : Bucthat one 
rticular, Church ſhould renounce all 
therly communion with another, is 
athing alcogerher unheard off,& who- 
ly fmerving from the prudence,and pra» 
ice of cheApoſtles. Amongſthe ſeven 


Churches,to which S. Fobn wrote; Ir is Revele2.3. 
th. 


plaine there were ſome infeted wi 

errours : from which others were free, 
Yer thoſeChurches which were the pu- 
rer,did encertain Chriſtian & brotherly 
Communion with rhoſe which were 
more impure; & the Apoſtle perſwaded 
each of them to amend their own faults 
anderrours, bur gave counſell ronone 
onthe prerence of vices,%errors to ſtarr 
a ſunder from other. For as inthe natn- 
rall body, theparrs which are well in 
health and ſtrength,cndeavour to cure, 
nat to cut off thoſe that are fick and 
weake: ſoin the Myſticall body of the 
Catholike Church , if any be more 


in em en they are 


und (as much as lyes in their power ) 
G4 5O 


IO: 
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THar y. cb heale the vices, an errors of others? 
and not to deny Brotherly Communi- | 


on 10 whole Churches, Hither it may 
be added,that this denying of Brother- 
ly Commuttion., may ſeem to havethe 
kind,& force of an Excommunication; 
which cenſure is notto be drawn, and 
uſed ofthe Miniſters of the Church,for 
every faulr, or for every Etror', no nor 
upon a ſingle perſon,ſubjeQ ro theirMi 


Decrer, 6, Tiiſteryzbur much lefſe on the whole bo- 
& ſent. Exc.idy of a Church,which in no wile is ſub- 


ordinate unto them. For as the Lawes 
forbid ro Excommunicate a Society,ur 
Corporation, becauſe it may happen, 
that then thoſe that are inocent triay be 
emanglecd in that cenſure t fo right and 
religion forbids to excludewholChor- 
ches fromthe Communion of the fairh- 
full, becauſe this cannot be done with- 
out aninjury,8 comemptto many,that 
be innocent. Ifany ſhould detertnine, 
chat communion ſhould have beende- 
bied ro the whole Chutch of 1/790), be- 
cauſe of their worſhipping of Bal, be- 
fidesthar be ſhould exerciſe an att go- 
ing beyond the bounds of his Miniſte- 
tiall power , he ſhould have offcred - 
hig 
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high wrong , and injury tothoſe ſeven CHAn. 9 


thouſand men, who never bowed knee 
to Baal. If any ſhould fay , rhat this 
denying of Brotherly Communion, 
which we diſſwade from , is not 
the Excommunication of an whole 
commonalty, ſuch as the Laws reſpe&, 
andtakenoticeof ; I confeſſe there 
is ſome difference betwixrt theſe two z 
yetTI deny ir to beof ſo great momenr, 
that jc ſhould make that lawfull in the 
one caſe , which is not lawfull in the 
other. Indeed Excommunication , 
properly fo called, is the at of a law- 
_— which paſſeth and layerh 
hold on thoſe, which are ſubjet unto 
him, and bindeth them , though a- 
gainſttheir own wils : But this renoun- 
cing of brotherly communion , where- 
of we ſpeake, is ana of one judging 
only of perſons , not at all ſubje unto 
him, anddeclaring them unworthy of 
all brotherly Communion , and there- 
fore driving, and repelling them from 
the ſame, although they defire it. By 
what name fo ever any pleaſe to call, 
this repulſe of other Churches from 
brotherly communion , it doth them 
a 
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CHAP 9: a great wrong and difgrac for it ad- 


Rea. 3. 


jadges them unworthy ofche honour 
of Brotherhood, which Chrift our elder 
Brother , diſdaines notto beſtow upon 
them. Miniſters therefore of Churches 
ought not ſo muchas to thinke,of ſhut- 
ting out whole Churches from the 
communion with them, and theirs ; Ir 
would be enough,'to caſt off fingle per. 
ſons, deſiring fellowſhip with them, 
then at laſt, when ic ſhall appcare, thar 
they are ſtained with (o hainvus finnes, 
or wrapped in ſo miſchievous errours, 
as thar by good right, they may and 
ought to be driven and baniſhed from 
the communion with all the Faithfull, 
The Miniſters of particalar Chur- 
ches, (pur caſe of Saxony or Switzer- 
Lvid ) ought not todeale harder with 
ther Chriſtian Brethren of other 
Churches,in granting or refuſing com- 
munion with them , than they deale 
with their owne. For the Chriſtian 
Brotherhood, which is betwixt the 
members of Chriſt, ' is nor altered ac- 
cordingro the variety of Places or Na- 
tions. But wecall not our owne to a 
{trick account, what they conceive of 
the 


. Brotberly Communion. 
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the Articles in controverftie , and to CHAP. 9 
pn mms 


what Doors they ſtick therein, bur 


eftcem ir ſufficient , ro cheright of com-' 


munion, if together with us they hold 
and profeſle . Fundamentall 'Do- 
fines of Chriſtianity , compriſed in 
the Catechiſme,and adhere unto Chriſt, 
Wee ſhould uſe the ſame moderation, 
and equall dealing towards forraigne 
Churches, eſpecially ro the very body 
of Churches, which for the moſt parr, 
is made up of (imple and unskilfull 
Chriſtians, for whom it is not needfull, 
that they ſhould have any intercourſe 
with controverſall D vinity. There- 
fore choſe Proteſtant Churches ſeem 
not todoe well , which dcreſt any fel- 
lowſhip, with others, and profeſſe an 
open diviſion and Separation , for ſome 
difference in opinions, about hard que- 
{tions, of which they cannot know cer- 
tainly, or inquire, what the people in 
forraigne Churches therein doe hold 
and maintaine. But this we may know 
ſurely our of their DoCors writings , 
that thoſe grofſe errours, wherewith 
thoſe,which are called Lutherar:s charge 
the Calviniſisz and thoſe , _ 
| c 
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called Ca/viniſt;,charge the L#:therans, 
are at this day defended, neither by 
learned or unlearned, but reje&ed and 
damned of both. Therefore the cauſe 
of this Separation , which ſome eſteem 
necefſaty , hitherto appeares neither 
neceſſary, nor juſt enough. 

The Doors of any Church cannot 
bring in ſuch a Separation, which ſhall 
reſtraine the Unity of the Church of 
Chriſt, and Chriſtian brotherhood co 
the hide of Laiber or Calvis, asatthis 
day the Papilts ſtraiten the ſame to the 
part of the Pope of Rome, For Chriſt s 
inhericance is limired with the ſame 
bourides , wherewith the Brotherhood 
of Chriſtians is limicted, and is crow- 
ded into the ſame ſtraits, whereinto 
we thruſt this brotherly fellowſhip. If 
therefore we acknowledge no Eccleſi- 
aſticall communion , and Chriſtian 
brotherhood with thofe Churches , 
which think otherwiſe than our ſelves, 
it is manifeſt , that wecallhome, and 
confine the Church of Chriſts, which 
confiſteth of numberleſſe Churches , 
only ro our own fide. For if any Pro- 
teſtant Church profeſſe ir ſelfe , thar 

ic 
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it neither can, nor will have brotherly CHAP.9. 


Communion with the Church of S axe» 
wy, or Switzerland, by reaſon of ſome 
diverſity of opinion, Idemand of chem, 
with what Churches chen , can or will 
it hold communion. Not with the 
Roman , not with the Greeke Church ; 
for it diſſenterh from them in more 
controyerfies, and of greater momens ; 
not with any other inany place , for 
none can be inftanced in, from which 
the hath not ſome matter of diſſenting, 
for difference in Doftrine. Therefore 
atlaſt, the matter will come to this 
paſſe, that they which thigke them» 
ſelvesto have no brotherly communie 
on, ſayeonely with their partnersin 
opinions, muſt fay, Cbriſts that Church 
hath periſhed qut of the whole world 
b -fides,and only remains in cho&Chur» 
ches which are of their own party.Bur 
this is the very ſelf fame thing, which 
the Catholike Church ever difalowed 
in the Donatifly , and which Avgrſtine, 
and Optatw Aikvitaxm doe de- 
monſtrate to bee repugnant to moſt 
manifeſt places of Scripture. For 
the foreſaid Auguſtine , thus urgerh 

is, 
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CHAP. 9-it. That Chriſt hath loſt bu Inberitence, 
” ifthe Chriſtian Communion be tied to one 
Aug. Epiſt. place or Comntrey : and he ſaith, Jt is an 
x50 Tl wnwiſe part to goe about to conlemne the 
——_ Commmuenion of the whole world. He ſhew- 
164. & eth moreover, Tbat for the good of Unis 
Tom-7.de tie, we muſt beare with ſome things wee 
oy oY approve not at all; and that the knowne 
cap-13-%* bad, prejudicenet the Goodin the Chureb, 
if either they want power to forbid, and 
drive them from the Communion ; or if 
ſome rezſon binder , for the preſerving of 
Peace. Ina word, he avoucheth , That 
the Donatiſts, who would acknowledge no 
Brethren beſides thoſe on their onene part, 
did ereft an altar of ſacrilegiow diſſenſi- 
on, againſt the whole world. Thus farre 
Auguſtine. Alſo Optatw fights fiercely 
againſt chis manner of reſtraining Bro- 
« Lib. x. iz Fherly Communion ; He faith, * That 
mitia. the Donatiſts were owned of the Orthodox 
"I for Brethren, He ſaith that © T bey, by this 
jr *2-P70Pt their reſtrained Brotherhood, ſuffer not the 
mu. Sonof Godto poſſeſe the Inberntance pro« 
miſed unto bim by bis Father z but doe 
place the { burch where they plea/e , and 
where they pleaſe not there again de baniſh it 
* Lib.3.init» 088, He ſaith," T bat the very name of o* 
FDCF- 
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therhood , however odioms to the Donatiſts, CHAP. 9. 


4 notwithſtanding neceſſary for the Ortho- 
dox to uſe towards the. Donatiſts them- 


ſelves. He faith, 4 That thoſe follow Gods *Lib-6. 


Will , and Commandements , who loving 
Peace, bold Communion with the Church, 


in the whole world, Laſtly he faith, * That © 5-7 


this Separation of ſome Brethren from 
#tbers, which the Donatiſts defend , .wat 
<&:ſþ/eaſing to Ged. To finiſh our fourth 
Reaſon, although I perſwade my felfe, 
thac there is none cf the Proreſtane 
Churches, which abhor from Brother- 
ly Communion with others , with as 
high aftraine of Pride , and malignitie 
of minde, wherewith the Donatift: de- 
tclted communion with others, yet I 
ingenuouſly profefle, that T underſtand 
not how they can cleere and winde 
thenifelvcs off, who reraine not Bro- 
| therly Communion with other Chur- 
ches, but endeavor co confine the Pri- 
viledges of Chriſtian Brotherhood 
onely within the bounds of their owne 
Churches. 


No particular Church, holds it (elf Reef. 5. 


bound ro break off, and renounce 
brotherhood with anorher Church, for 


the 


IIO 


ns Exbartation te 


CHAP» 9. 
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1Cor-5.11 yvill make uſeof 


2 The\. 3.6 


the vices of men living therein, though 
known, diſperſed, and reigning. Sec- 
ing we all know , Glutrony reignes in 
one place, Drunkenneſſe in another, 
Luſt a third ; andrheſe national! vi- 
ces, are no lefſe known to us, than their 
Opinions : If therefore for theſe hay- 
nous offences in life , which reigne in 
many, we take not occaſion todiffolve 
our ye of brotherhand with whole 
Churches , neither oughe we to doe ir, 
for the errors of the Underſtanding, 
which are of lefſe guilr in the fight of 
God,and often ſtrerch not to the whole 
Body of Chrittian people. If wee 
the Apoſtle for our 


*Counſellour , wee ſhould depart from 


the company of cther Chriſtians rather 
for their wickednefle, than for their ig- 
norance , yet for neither injoyneth he 
Churches to ſeparate from Churches, 
buronly private perſons to withdraw 
from the company of private ns. 
Yea, itis unlawfull for the Herefie of 
few or many DoFors, ruling in parti- 
cular Churches, to caſt off any whole 
Chriſtian Church, and ſeparate in 
from Brotherly Communion with us. 

Os 
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| ought to be preſumed of them ; Laſtly, 
H 


Brotherly Communios. 


II 


Ar mar that #s an Heretich , after the firſt, 
and ſecond admonition , rejef : knowmeg, 


that he that « ſuch; # ſubverted , aud ſin 
eth, besng condemned of bimſelf, ſaith the 


CHAR 9. : 


Titus 3.10, 


Apoſtle, Tr is lawfull-ro exclude: a' 


fingle man from che communion of o- 
ther Chriſtians , for a damnable Here» 
ſie, wherein he is condemned by his 
owne judgement, or conyicted of ob+ 
ſtinacie: but it isnot lawfull, for an er- 
rour into which he is trained in, by the 
deceit and ſubtiltie of others , and 
which he defendeth nor, with any wil- 
full ſomack, but only being deceived 
with an imagination, and conceit of 
Truth and Pietie. But no Protcſtant 
Church can ſeperate or baniſh any 0+ 
ther whole Proteſtant Church (C for 
example, the Engliſh or French ) from 
Brotherly Communion with it, either 
for faults in life,or errrorsin Dofrine. 
The reaſon is at hand ; Becauſe it can» 
not be proved, that that whole Church 
bath fallen into a damnable herefe;be- 
cauſe the obltinacy of a whole Church 
inan error whatſoever, can neither be 
demonſtrated ra forraign churches, nor 


be- 


See Ange 
Epiſt.162, 
& tom- 6. 


de utilecreds. 


cap. I. 


Arr Exhortationto . 


| Cazkp: 9. becauſe wee have no command from 


to breake the bond of Brother- 

betwixt whole Churches. If any 
here ſhould aske , why the Dofors of 
the Churches, who never perſwaded 
their Pe eo disjoynt themſelves 
- from the Brotherly Communion with 
_ other Churches, for the grofle, and en- 
- ormons vices every where reigning 
amongſt Chriſtians , ſhould ſo vehe. 
mently perſwade , that this muſt be 
done, becauſe of the Errors they con- 
ceivethem to be fallen into; Ler him 
receive this anfwere; Thar this com- 
merh thence to paſſe, becauſe we more 
affef the praiſe of knowledge, than of 
holinefſe, and take it in worſe part 
from chem who oppoſe our DiQares, 
which are doubtfull , than from chem 
that break and violatethe plaine and o- 
pen Commandements of God, If the 
matter were otherwiſe , we might ea- 
fily perceive, that it was tio more law- 
full ro breake off Brotherhood, which 
is betwixe particular Churches for 
their errours in Do&rine , than for 


God, nor Admonitionfrom the Apo- 
h 


the ſinnes of Life, which we behold ge | of 
NC» 


bur 
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zerally and openly to reigne. amongſt Cnan.ro 


them. Therefore wee muſt beware of 
the errours of others : but in no caſe 
maſt ſeparate from thoſe Chriſtian 
Churches wherein they are predomi- 
nant, whether they belong rolife, or to 
doarine z becauſe for the doing of ſuch 
mAQ,there is no lawfull power inthe 
Miniſters of any particular Church. 


Joal 


CHAP. X. , 
That Brotberly Communion . 34 not to be 
broken bt+wixt the Proteſtants, 3» 
e by the nature, and quality of 
thoſe points wherexnto they contend. 


1X t0I0BH His, as it ſeems to me, 
y muſt be premifſed inthe 
firſt phce , That: the 
Bands of Brotherly 
WIS: Comunion onght nor 
to ; bee diffolved berwixe Chriſtian 
Churches, for alldiſcords of Opinions, 
buronly for rhe or denying 
of Fundamenalt doArines. For 
| H 2 ſeems 
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Crar.ro. ſeems to be confefſed amongſt all Pro- 


teſtanrs, that this ſeparation isnot to be 
made for every ſtraw of Erroneoug 
opinions. For henceitis, that when 
they defire to maintain, that this Joy» 
ting of Churches was concluded on 
good ground , together herewith they 
alwayes commenc 'd this ſuite z That 
they have made adiſceſſion , or depar 
red from ſome Foundation of the Ca 
tholique Faith : For unleſle this ap- 
peare to be done, nor of this, or that 
Door in the Church, but of the 
Church it ſelf, as it is confidered under 
the reſpe& of a Body compatted, or 
conjoyned together, it ought not to + 
vaile to the parting of one Proteſtant 
Church from another, | 

Bur in this place, it will notbeun- 
ſeaſonable ro adviſe in a few words, 
that the aQtuall cxerciſe of outward 
Communion with ſome” particular 
Church (conceive the Roman) maybe 
hindered and broken off, and yer by no 
default of ours; as often as it ſhall de- 
mand and require that we ſhould a 

ove, or exerciſe any Idolatrous Alt 


in the publike ſervice ofGod,or ſhould 
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command , or compell us to acknow- CHar.1o, 


ledge, or receive any doftrines repug- 
nant ro Scriprures,or Godly mens con- 
ſciences. Yer inthemeanetime, that 
Church which is counted no whit 
found, or Orthodox, is to beeſteemed 
avifible Church of Chrift, and ro be 
ranked amongſt the particular Chri- 
ſian Churches, Yea, as much as lies 
inus, wee are to afford ro the ſame all 
offices of brotherly Charity ; although 
our Auall, and ourward Communi- 
on with the ſame, be neither ſuffered 
ofthem, nor may be rerained of us, be- 
cauſe of the falſe do&rine , and ſu- 
perſtirious worſhips prevailing inthe 
lame. 


Now out of thoſe things which we 
before have diſpured concerning the 
difference of Fundamentall points, 
from thoſe which are not Fundamen- 
tall, we will endeavour ro ſhew , that 
thoſe things are not Fundamentall, a- 
bout which hicherto there hath been 
ſuch rife, with ſo great heate of mens 
minds, berwixt Proteſtants. 


Thoſe points onely are ro be owned Reaf. 1. 


for Fundamencall , which being over- 
H 3 thrown, 
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CHAP. 1, thrown, or not at all beleeved,no con» 

-——-pregation of men can worſhipGod fo, 

as to obtaine from him Pardan, Grace, 

andGlory : But no point controver- 

red is of this nature : Therefore not 

Fundamentall. ' None will call our 

Major Propoſition into queſtion , be- 

caule ir is cleere , that thoſe who ſtare 

aſunder from the very foundations of 

aving Faith, are not capable of thoſe 

benefies which are promiſed to the 

Faichfull alone, As touching the 

Minor z -If- any dare aftirme, that no 

bope of pardon, Grace, or Glory doth 

fhinetothem , who axe orherwile min+ 

ded, than the reſt in theſe controverted 

Doftrines, him I conceive to ſin more 

againſt charity, than any of che Prote- 

ſtant Churches fin againſt verity, Yea 

I dare adde this, if any converſe,or pers 

berth in this errour alone, he more 

ſhakes che foundation of the Prate+ 

ltant Truth, than thoſe, wbom he raſhly 

chargeth eo have vialated the foundath- 

on, for oxher errours whatſdever , in 
controverſall Divinity. 

Red 2 Thoſe Points, whereabout Prote- 

+ ſtants contend were neither Preached 

to 
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ro the whole world by the Apoitles, as Cnar.10- 


all choſe things were , which were ab- 
ſolucely neceſſary ro be known and be« 
lieved to the ſalvation ofChriſtians,nei> 
ther were they , for ſuch recommended 
by the ſucceeding Churches univerſal+ 
ly ro Chriſtian People, whatſoever 
therefore divers Churches diverſly de« 
termined — Som of theſe 

inion, yet tthey allro in 
ths, That they ought not to bemtnn 
ed, with the fandamental articles ofthe 
Chriſtian Faith. If any man can caft, 
and contrive any head of controverted 
divinity berwixt Proteſtant Churches, 
into a ſhort, and no whit doubted 
of Propoſition, and truly affirme there- 
of ; T bis Propoſition was maintained by 
the Apoſtles , was received of the Univer« 
ſall Church among ft the Articles of Ca» 
tholike , and ſaving Faith, T yeeldup 
the bucklers, and grant the cauſe, [ 
will call it a Fundamentall Do&rine, 
and I will pronounce thoſe Churches, 
which reje& it ro have fallen off from 
the Foundation, and I will 'adjudge 
them unworthy of Brocherly commu- 
gion with other Churches. . Bur if uo 
H 4 Pro» 
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Rea. 3. 


De Arzone' 


Cray. 10: Proteſtant can doe this znone ought to 


call chat a fundamencall Do&rine, 
which himſelfe defends;or to challenge 
the Divines of orher Churches, being 
ofanother opinion , of oyerthrowi 
the Foundation , much lefle for this 
cauſe to deny the Rites of brotherly 
communion ro whole Churches. 

> The affirming of Fundamentall Do- 
&rines is ſo cleerly ſer down in the holy 
Scriptures, that none of the unlearned, 
much leffe of the learned can fall into 
the contrary-damned opinions, except 
they bee very negligent in learning the 
Carholike Faith; or fuch as will nor 
learne the Faith ic felfe, which is mani- 
felt in rhe Scriptures ; which is truly 


. obſerved of Auguſtire, Butit is plaine 
Chrifti,6.28-t0 all, that in theſe Do&rines, whete- 


abour Proteſtant Churches difſenr, 
that, at theleaſt on the one fidenum- 
berlefſe Chriſtians aredeceived ; and 
they men godly , pious, and moſt deſt- 
rous of the Truth , yea: many Divines 
of the firſt ranke , being verſed and ex- 
erciſed in reading, and meditating of 
the Scriptures rhrough--the whole 
courſe of cheir life, Neither let any 

: whe: here 
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here objeQ againit me,rhar the modern CHAp- 10- 


Anti-T rinjtarians daily doe fearch the 
Scriptures, and yer nevertheleſſe perſiſt 
in the obſtinate deniall of a Funda- 
mentall Article ; for they are nor only 
negligent in lcarning the Catholike 
Faith , and drawing ir our of holy 
Scriptures , bur alſo they are wilfully 
contempruous in oppoſing the Catho- 
like Faith, and furiouſly bold in re- 
calling the manifeſt Dorine of the 
Scripture , to the account of their doa* 
ting and giddy Reaſons, ſubje&roan 
erroneous Vertigo 3 therefore to 
them/agrees, that of the Apoſtle, 
For : this czuſs , God ſhall ſend them 
ſtrong deluſion, &*c. Put none can paſſe 
che ſame ſentence upon thoſe Chriſtians 
which adhere , either to the Saxon, or 
Helvetsan Churches : None therefore 
ought to ſer downe , that thoſe Do- 
&rines are Fundamenta)l, or necefſa- 
to be known ro Salvation, in which 
it is' probable, that now this fide , now 
char fide is deceived, bur impoſſible char 
both ſhould be in theright, as often as 

they contradif one another. 
It isno Fundamentall point which 
cannot 


2Theſ2.1r 
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Rea. 4- 
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CHAp-10. cannot. otherwiſe bee extrafted or de. 
ducedourofthe Scriptures, thanby 
chehard: ,' and long pathes of contro« 
verfies, alwayes untraceable to fimple 
Chriſtians , ſomeriryes fearce, ſome- 
times not at all evident, even to the 
learned themſelves. Such are all choſe 
things which are in controverfie, be- 
rwixcProteſtant Churches: whoſe con- 
nexion;with the Foundations of theCa- 
tholike Faith, the Difpmants ow both 
ſides, {ay they ſee plainly neceſſary ; 
bur the. Adverſaries on both fides cry 
it down, thatthey ſee no connexion at 
all : but plaine people ignorant of the 
art of Logick, oftentimes giveablinde 
afſent to their DoCtors, being them» 
ſelves iu che meane time altogether un« 
certaine of the ſtrength of ſuch conſe- 
quences. Things that in this manner, | 
are by their Do&orsextrafted,andpro» | 
ndedro Chriſtians, may ſometimes 
true, but cat pever be furdametall, 
that.is, abſolutely neceſſary for every 
Chviltian tro be known and beleeved for 
the obtaining ofeternall life. For even | 
as they nay enjoy the light and benefir 
of che Suni, who cannor perceive the | 
| Ma 
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Mathematical! demonſtrations of the Crar.1o- 
bigneſſe, and motions thereof, forhoſe "TT 
may enjoy the light, and benefit of fun- 
damentall Dof@rines,to Salyation,who 

cannot behold the Theologicall infe- 

rences, and deductions drawn our of 

them. Therefore they are not Funda- 

mentalls , bur things rightly deduced 

in ſome mens [udgements , from the 
Fundamentalls, which are ſo much ur- 

ged to be beleeved from the Divines 

which ſtrive amongſt themſelves, 

It is not the part of wiſe Divines, fo Reaſ. 5. 
to fwell, and increaſe the number of 
Fundamentall points, that all Chriſti 
ans , as well learned , as unlearned, 
ſhould be wholly uncertaine, andigno- 
rant, what, and of what kinde thoſe be 
which are adjudged properly to be- 
long to the Foundation of Religion, 

& Catholike Faith, Bur ifwe ſhould ler 
the matter run oh folong , will all the 
controverted Problemes berwixt Pro- 
teſtants bee counted Fundamentall , 
long fince they have grown to too nu- 
merous, hereafcer they may grow to 
an almoſt numberlefle nultirude. For 
this ſolenme courſe and prattice . = 
rye 
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'CHAP.,1o. ſerved of many , that what they them. 
ſelves have added ro any Fundamen- 
call Axiom, as over weight, and what 
they beleeve ro be a conſequence of the 
ſame, this they preſently require of all, 
ro be counted inthenumber of Funda- 
mentalls. If we grant co any particu- 
lar Churches,or to their Do&ors, this 
power of creating and mulciplying 
Fundamenralls ; all hope is paſt of the 
certainty of the Catholike Faith , all 
hope is gone of the Brotherly commu- 
nion of the Catholike Church. The 
mad error of the Church of Rome may 
confirme the Truth of our opinion, 

' who by ſtufting a medley of uncercain 
opinions intothe Creedof Trent, by 
the fame deed, did both ſhake the im» 
moveable certainty of the Catholike 
Faith, and the [[nion of the Catho- 
like Chuch, ſo much deſired of all; we 
cught nor therefore to mingle contro- 
verhies larely born berwixt us, with the 
foundations of Catholike Faith, which 
are few, and publiſhed by the prea- 
ching of the Apoſtles, through the 
Chriſtian world, and received by the 
joynr conſent of Chriſtians, 


” 


In 


Brotherly Communion: 


' Inthe laſt place, that theſe things CHar. 30. 
whereabour we contend , were never Reaſ: 6. 


counted in the number of Fundamen- 


«ralls, plainly appeares out of the very 


Awguſtane confeiſion penned by Ph.de- 
landhon, and approved, and commen- 
ded by Luther. Ic isnor likely,that the 
Authors of ſo ſolemne a confeſſion, 
would have omitted any Fyndamen- 
tall DoArine of the Chriſtian Faith 
without the knowledge and beleife, 
whereof, Salvation could not be atrain- 
ed by ('briſt Feſws. Bur in'this conſe 
fron , none ot thoſe points doe appeare, 
about which fo fierce a ſtrife, bath been 
been nuintained berwixt the Helvetiar 
and Saxon Churches: In the third 
Articles ofthe Union of the two Na- 
tures in Chriſt: inthe tenth Article of 
the preſence of the Body and Bloud of 
Chriſt in the Lords Supper, they have 
eſtabliſhed nothing , which is not ap» 
proved by the conſent of all the Prote- 
ſtants. Andif we ſhould run over the 
reſt of the Articles, we ſhall findevery 
few things, after the laſt correQGion, 
of which there is any diſſenting be- 
twixt the Proteſtant C —— 
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Cnav.o, off great moment that it ſhould bring 


in a Schiſme into the Church , But 
grant ſome things to be inthis confeſſi- 


onto which orher Churches cannot af- * 


ford their conſent , it ſufficeth ro che 
retaining of Peace, that they conſent in 
all rhings neceffary ro be known for 
the Salvation of Chriſtians. For the 
confeſſions of particular Churches are 
not ſtreirned to fundamentals alone, 
but ſometimes are exrended to the de» 
claring oftheir judgement of all heads 
of Divinity, as they conceive it expe- 
dient for the Fdification of their peo- 
ple, in Truth , and Piety. Therefore 
their exrour 1s not to be born with ; 
who, what ever they finde in their con- 
feſfions, will have it counted fo funda- 
mentall, that they fearenot to ranke 
thoſe forreign Churches, which in all, 
and every thing, will not admit the 
fame to be the Rule of ſaving Faith, a 
mong danmed Hereticks, overthrow- 
ers of the Foundation; in a word, a- 
mongſt wicked men,cftranged from the 
holy brotherhood of good Chriſtians; 
Nothing could be done or thought of 
more injurious, Forif we weigh the 
confeſſions 


Brotherly Communion 


Confeſfions, or diſputes of all Refore Crav.o, 


med Churches, and place on one fide 
thoſe things , wherein they exaftly a- 
gree, and fer onthe gther fide, thoſe 
things which are in controverſie z wee 
ſhall perceive that the former, out of 
the very Nature and Quality of the 

inrs themſelves belong ro the foun- 
dations of Faith, and Piery ; the later, 
either tothe no wiſe Rm ſpecula- 
| tions of ſubrile braines,or (the bave 

any ſoliditie in them) to the true infe- 
rences of the more skilfull Divines, 
out of well grounded Propoſitions: 
But thoſe things, which in this manner 
are built uponthe foundation, are not 
to be made equall with the fundamen- 
talls themſelves; nor are they to bee 
accounted to erre in fundamentalls , 
which ſwarve ſomewhat herein, from 
the rightline of Truth. 


CHaP. XI: 


Th: there is no Controverſie betwixt Pro- 
teftants about Fundamentals, ss ſLewn 
by inſtancing in three particular ques 
ſtiows , which are conceived before all 
other of greateſt moment to the diſe 
Joynting of Churches. 


EFORE wee enter 
into this diſpute, wee 
muſt * premiſe. this 
@ firme, and utimove- 
able rule ; That Chri- 


notto be wy AO agree in all 
things neceflary to be known, or done 
ro the Salvation of Chriſtian men. For 
no Authority lyes in one particular 
Church , ro make enquiry into others, 
or office to cowpell other particular 
Churches, to the rule of their owne 
confeſſions; or power to diffolve rhe 
Bands 
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bands of brotherly Unicy \. berwixt CHAP. 11 


their owne and other Churches what» 
ſoever , which conſent in the fame 
common Faith, that is, in fundamen» 
talls, and the faving Articles of the 
Chriſtian Religion, Ler us ſee there» 
fore, whether the Proteſtants agree fo 
farre forth, and ler us take example 
only from thoſe three controverſies ; 
Of che Preſence of the Body and bloud 
of Chriſt in the Euchariſt , Ofthe Com- 
munication of Properties in the perſon 
of Chriſt, God and man z Of Divine e» 
leCtion, and preterition , according tg 
the good pleaſure of the Divine will. 
For if in theſe queſtions, by occafion 

whereof, mighty ſurges and billows | 
of contention have been blown up be- 
twixt the Saxm and Helvetian Churs 


|. ches, ſo much bee confeſſed on both. 


fides, as isneceflary to know to Salva- 
tion ; All the reſt may be left indiffe- | 
rentin the middle, or to bediſputed of 
berwixt learned men , with peaceable 
mindes, the brotherly Communion 
berweene Charches being no whir 
broken or torge a pieces. BED 
Wee will begin from that , which 
I gave 
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Gaar.rr. 


Hoſpin ad 
a2num 


1544-p.19 
An anun taken off Calvin ſaith , Wee all confeſſe | 


gave beginning to all thereſt, namely 
the Preſence of the Body of Chriſt 


m the Lords Supper, andthe cating of | 


the fame. 

Firſtof all, nothing can be concei- 
ved fundamentall,which is nor by joint 
conſent, admitted by , or received en 
both fides. This is Fundamentall, 
That the Body and Bloud of Chriſt, are ſo 
truly preſent , in the Adminiſtration of the 
Sacrament , that Communicants may 
partake of them ſo, as to draw life from 
thence , and thy may juſtly be condenmed, 
who ſo receive Bread and Wine, as that 
withall they receive not the Fleſh and Bloud 
of Chriſt to the Salvation of their Sonles, 
Of this there is no diffention. For 


1 Bucer grants, T hat the Body of the Lord 


#n the Euchariſt is truly preſent , and par» 


1540.P.178 ,p;th one month, that we when we receive 


In Conf. 
Mompelg, 
p. 66, 


the Sacrament by Faith , according tothe 
Lords inſtitation, are made truly part akers 
of the: Subſtance of the Body of Chriſt ; 
Beza faich , we deny not the Body of Chriſt 
to be truly preſent , 10 bee truly gaven , and 


received. I paſſe by the reſt, becauſe no | 


Proteſtant Church canbe named, which 
pro» 


A Pp a , 
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| very manner © 


B-otherly Communion, 
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protefſech not with the Excharift, the Capt 1* 


true Preſence of the Boy and Bloud of 
Chriſt, —_ it acknowledgeth the 

the Preſence to be Su- 
peraaturall , and plainly divine ; And 
ſers down, that the ſame doth; confiſt 
not in any Phyſicall touch or contra, 
bur in a lively influence, and myſticall 
Union, and that moſt reall andneer. 
Itis a Fundamentall point, Thatthe 
Bread and Wine were the means ordained 
by Cbrift , by which tboſe which dnely eat 
this bread being conſecrated, and drinke 
this 'wine , eat the lively Fleſh of Chrsſt , 
and drinke bis ſaving blood to the Salvats. 
on of their ſoules, The agreement of all 
Proteſtants in this point , is fo well 
known, we need not take paines to 

rove ic; It isa Fundamentall , That 
read andWine are preſent in the Supper, 


| andarecaten, and drunke in a local, natx- 


ral, ſenſible manner;but that ( briſts Flſb 
and Blond are preſent , and partaken of in 


4 Divine admirable manner , aud not to 


7.18. 


be ſearched out, So James eAndrewes, = Momp. 


({oncerning the manner , wee can only ſay * 


this z That it is Supernatural , and im- 


comprehenſible to bumane reaſon ; and 


F 2 there- 
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CHAP.11. therefore there it no diſputing thereof. A lit- 
Par. 25: in tle afcer; The manner is heavenly, ſmper- 
nts mary, naturall, inſomuch as it 1s wholly ſpiritu- 
all, And as the Church is a myftvical 
body with Chriſt, ſo alſo this receiving is 
done in a Myſterie : In the Conference 
lately had at Lipſigh, the Saxons did 
ut, T bat the manner of the receiving, 
which they defended to be done by vertue of 
the Elements , was notwithſtanding bea- 
venly, ſipernaturall , aud knowne to God 
alone. None is ignorant , that ( alvin, 
Bucer, and all the reſt were in the ſame 
Col. Monr- Opinion, Beza faith expreſly, T he man- 
pelg. p.66, ner of the Receiving , 14 a Myſtery to be be- 
keved, rwbich exceedeth the capacity of 
mans wit, and underſtanding. Hitherto 
the DoCtors and Churches well agree 
amongſt themſelves. 


contrary tothe Fundamentall doCtrine 
of this Sacrament,which isnot rejeRted, 
and damn'd of all Proteſtant Chur- 
Ches : they are point blanck againſt all 
erroenous doftrines of the bare repre 
ſentarion of the Body and Blood of 
Chriſt, parted fromthe true and real! 
exhibiring of him , of the _ 


Secondly, nothing can be conceived | 
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Tranſubſtantiation of the bread and CHar.11, 
wine into the body and blood of 


Chriſt, rhe Accidents only remainin 
fafe wirhout a Subjeft ; Of the Locall 
and naturall preſence of the Body and 
Blood of Chriſt in the Lords Supper; 
Ofthe Locall Conſubſtantiation, Co» 
exiſtency, or Inexiſtency of the Body 
and blood of Chriſt, with the earthly 
Elements, or inthe (ame. Theſe, and 


} ifthere be any other , which oppoſe, 


or fight againſt rhe very nature of a Sa» 
cramenc, and the truth of che Body of 
Chriſt, are condemned by the common 
aſſent, not only of the Helvetian, but 


Lutheran Churches. Let Fames An- ,, , - 
drewes ſpeake for all the reſt, Wee doe = 


not determine 4 Phyſicall or Locall pre= 
ſence of the Body and blood of Chriſt, in tbe 


| boly Supper. Theſe words Subſtantially, 242-1831 


Corporally, Really, Orally , fignife 
nothing elſe to us, but the true preſence, and 
eating of the Body and Blood of Chriſt, We 
rejeft allPhyſicall Conſubſtantiation,wbe- 
ther it be viſble, or inviſible,and only teach 
ſuch a Conjunttiom as #1 Sacramentall, 
The fame was the opinion of the $ax- 
ons in the conference at Lipſigh , to 

I 3 which 
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CRAr.rt. which theſe of Brandenburg and Heſs luc 
land did ſubſcribe. o 
Thirdly, nothing remaineth unde» | ** 
cidedin this Controverfic, which can | ® 
becalled a Fundamentall point, or for : 
which the Brotherly Communion of | ? 
Churches cannot be eſtabliſhed. For | V 
that word Orelly , which is uſed of the lo 
Saxons, and 1s difallowed of other M 
Churches, is ſo uſed of theſe, that they 0 
bring in no Fundamentall errour , and 
is ſorcjeRed of thoſe, that they over- 
throw no fundamencall Do&rine. For a 
they rhat defend the Oral/ eating , as 
well of the Body of Chriſt, as of the 
bread, notwithſtanding denie ſuch a 
Preſence of the Body of Chriſt, as is 
Locall ro mens mouthes, without 
which an Orall cating cannot properly 
be performed. For that body cannot ' 
be eaten wich the mouth , berwixt | 
which and mens mouthesthere is gran- | 
red a great diſtance of placez That 
cannot be eaten with the mouth of the 
Body, which is ſo preſent ro the place 
of the mouth, char ir is not locally pre- 
ſent to the mouth. When therefore 
they allow of ſuch a diſtance, and give 


ſuch 
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fach a Location tothe Body of Chriſt, Crap. r, 


ic is plaine , that they paſſe and tranſ- 
ferreche Orab eating , which is truly, 
and properly affirmed of the bread a 
lone, by a new, and figurative manner 
of ſpeech, tothe Fleſh of Chriſt local- 
lyremaining in the Heavens, and not 
locally preſent ro the mouthes of men, 
Moreover, when they remove from this 
0ralcating,all champing and chewing 
of the body of Chrilt,the letting down 
ofthe thing chewed inco the Rtomack, 
the increafing and nouriſhing of the 
body of man by this fleſh thus chewed, 
it is evident , however they thinke 
fitto retaine this forme of ſpeech, yer 
they meane nothing by this Orall eat- 
ing , that is joyned with the Caper- 
naites , rending of theFleſk of Chriſt 


| with their teeth, or agreeable with che 
| fignification of the words , as they 


fund to mens eares in the Latine. 


| They only ſceme to defire ro aftirme 
| this; That this Orall cating, which 


truly, properly, uſually, and immedi- 
ately, is affirmed of the eating of the 
Bread, may, by the force of the conſe» 


crated bread comming between , by a 
I 4 new, 
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Crar-ar. new ,: unufaall , myſtical, and plainly 
""— heavenly ſignification of Orall eating, 
be fitted, and applyed to the Fleſh of 

Chriſt. Now as rouching thoſe who 

on the other fide contend , That the 

eating ofthe Fleſhcf Chriſt, isnor to 

be called an Orall cating , bur rather a 

Mentall, Spiricuall, or Perfonall ; be- 

cauſe the Perſon eating the bread 

with his mouth , with his minde toge- 

ther cares the trueand lively fleſh of | 

Chriſt: Yet they denie nor, but thar | 

the viſible bread is the Inſtrument, or 

means appointed by Chriſt, which the 

ſon uſeth ro the cating of the Invi- 

fible bread ; bur they thinke , that the 
eating of chat thing 1s properly called 

Orall, 'which may be done by the | 

Teeth, and inſtruments inthe mouth : | 


— 


bur that the eating of. that thing cannot 
be called Orall,which is neither locally 
preſent to the mouth neither, if it were 
preſent, could it be fubje& to any AR 
of mans mourh , ae | of the Glori- 
ous, and impaſſible nature: which ic 
hatch, Berwixttheſe Opinions, I ſe 
ſome contrariery abour the propriety 
of words, and phraſe of ſpeech , bu t = F 


{ 


4 
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the maine, and of the Truth ofthe Ca- Crar: iT, 


tholique Faith, either none at all, or at 
teaſt ſo lirtle , chat norwithſtanding, 
there may be place for the eſtabliſhing 
of Brotherly Communion berwixr the 
Churches, This of the firſt Controver- 
fiez we paſſe to the Second, 


Of the Perſon of ("hbriſt, and Communi- 
cation of bus Properties. 


T is cafe to ſhew out of their Wri- 

tings , who have handled this Cons» 
troverite, that there is a full Conſene 
berwixt Reformed Churches, concer- 
ning Fundamentalls , and rhart the 
whole Bickering is either abour cer- 
raine manners of ſpeech, which are nor 
foundedin the Scriptures themſelves, 
or about conſequences, which ſome at= 
firme, others denie, that they can be 
rightly inferred one of the Scriptures; 
meanerime the Fundamenralls, being 
ſafe on both fides, although all errour 
be nor excluded about rthingsnot Fun+ 
damentall. Therruth of this Afſerrion 
will appeare : 

Firſt, if with a fincere and prudent 

| Judge- 
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Us 
Pag. 18, 


_ 


Pas. 20. 


CHAr.11. Judgement we ponder all choſe things, 


in which thoſe who wrangle about 0+ 


* ther matters, yet acknowledge there is 


one Conſent and Harmony of all Pro- 
reſtant Churches, Femes eAndrews 
reckons up ſeven Propoſitions, of all 
which he confeffeth there is no Con- 
troyerhie berwixt the Churches. Alſo 
Bezarecites certaine heads of doQtrine, 
of the Perſon of Chriſt, and Commu« 
nication of his Properries, in all which, 
itis evident, Thar all Proteſtant Di- 
vinesdoe Conſent. Not many yeeres 
fince the Conference at Lipfigb, cer- 
raine famous Divines ſumm'd all theſe 
Points up to twelve Articles, in which 
there is unanimous conſent of the 
Communication of the Perſon of 
Chriſt , and his Properties. In theſe 
chings wherein we have the opinions 
ofall Proteſtant Churches ſo well a- 
greeing, I dare not ſay,that nothing is 
wanting which belongs to knowledge 
indivinity, yet I confidently affirme, 
Thar there is nothing deficient which 
pertaines to the Catholike Faith, no- 
thing which is neceſſary to be knowne, 
and belceved to the Salvation of a 
Chriſti- 
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Brotherly Communion; 


Chriftian man ; Laſtly, nothing which Cari» 
| — — — 


argues cither theſe, or thoſe to have 
ſtarted aſunder from the Foundation, 
or that they ought to ſtart from muru- 
all Communion. If therefore in this 
Controverkie of the Perſon of Chriſt, 
and Properties of his Natures,there re- 
maine ſome knotty things, which are 
more ſmoothly to be explained ; Let 
Divines afford their helping hand to 
this matter, and not for this thing rend 
their Churches in pieces ; Let them 
kindly bring back their wandring 
Brethren into the way, let chemi nor 
furiouſly break aſunder the bands of 
Brotherly Unity: Let them build up- 
on the fundamentall Dodrines their 
owne Gold, Silver, or Prerious ſtones, 
and let them throw downe the hay, 
and ſtubble buile up by others ; Ler 
them not thruſt downe others from the 
Foundation , nor disjoyne themſelves 
from thoſe whom they themſelves ſee 
ſtick faſt tothe Foundation, and Fun- 
damentall Articles, 

Secondly , what hath been faid of 
the joynt Conſent in Fundamencalls 
may be plainly ſeene , if we _ 

c 
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CHAP, !1.rhoſe Heretics that ever oppoſed the 


Fundamenrall Articles of the Perſon 
of Chriſt, and overturned the Founda- 
rion of mans ſalvation, For they who 
damne, and curſe all theſe, cannot be 
accyſed of violating the Foundation, 
except by Slander, cannot be con- 
demned but by high injuſtice. Bur 
now it is well knowne, that no Hereſie 
can bereckoned up, whether ancient or 
moderne, againſt which all the Protc» 
ſtant Churches are not moſt ready to 
bring their voice to condemne them. 

In che Conference at Lipſigh(where- 
of we have often made mention for the 
hope it gave to us of renewing of uni- 
ty) all the ſpeakers with joyat conſent, 
and fromrtheir whole heart did damne 
and reject all errours of ancient and 
later Arians, Neſtorians , Entichians, 
Monothelites, Marcionites , Photinians, 
and by whar- other names ſoever they 
be called : On the other fide, with 
mourh and heart rhey gave their con- 
ſent to the Apoſtolicall, Nicene, and 
Atbanaſian Creed, He that in this man» 
ner approves all Points received and 
allowed ofthe Ancient Church, con- 
Crs 
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cerning the Perſon of Chriſt , and pro- CHAP: 11. 
perties of bothhis Natures, rejets all 
things condemned of the ſame, may 
ance in manner of ſpeech reraine a 
rme of wordgnot very ſound, orin 
ſome conſequences, may make a ſmall 
ſwerving from the Truth , bur cannot 
make a departure from the foundation, 
or fundamental Dofrine of the Catho- 
like Church;ſeeing Adelan??, faid right- 
ly, That opinious unknown to the ancient Apud. L- 
church, altbough at this time theybe generaly = _— 
received yet are no Doftrines of theC atholtk tip. goo - 
Church : much lefſe ſuch Fundamenrall ;: FO 
doCtrines,as are of force before God to 
break the Peace & [nity of Churches. 
Thirdly,inthis matter of the Perſon 
of Chriſt, and communication of his 
Properties , that thoſe things arenot 
+. ma YerT yy as yer hang unde- 
cided may appear, from the very terms 
and words, which Divines are conſtrai- 
ned to uſe ro expreſle their opinion. 
For in tundamentalls, we heare Plaine 
& cleer propofitions:: ſuch as theſe are. 
In Cbriſt God and Man, the humane 
and divine nature, are moſt neerly cou- 
pled together ; each nature in ( = 
hath, 
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Crap. hath , and retaines irs owne Pro. 
—omm__c_c— 


prieries. 

The proprieties of one nature, can 
never be made the proprieties of ano» 
thernature. In the perſon of Chriſt,there 
is a Communicarion of Properties, by 
which that is attributed ; and aſcribed 
ro the whole Perſon, which is proper to 
one of his natures ? As when we ſay}, 
Ged was crucified for w, or, the Man 
Chriſt ic Omnipotent. 

Inthis Communication , the divine 
nature neither powreth forth the 
perries of irs Divinity , nor infuſerh 
them into the humane nature. 

Theſe andall other things,which ate 
ceerly ſpoken ofthe Perſon of Chriſt, 
and Communication of his Properties 
are contradifted by none. Bur thoſe 
things which are conceived, and infol- 
ded in ſtrange, forreign , and doubtfull 
cermes , beger ſtrifes upon ſtrifes, and 

ueſtions upon queſtions, Such are 
thoſe Problems, W hether the proprie- 
ties of the Natures, in the Perſon of 
Cbriftbe communicated only verbally, 
or really ; Whether they bee commu- 


nicated inthe abſtraQ;or the _ | 
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and others of the ſame ſtampe 
by the very ſound of the words, doe 
appeare to have ſprung out of the 
Schoole of Grammarians and Logici« 
ans, not ofthe Apoſtles, and ancienc 
Fathers, and therefore nor ro bee re- 
o_—_ in the number of fundamen- 
$. 

But let us adde ſome few things of 
the queſtions themſelves. That ſome 
aftirme that this queſtion is propoun- 
ded, Wherhere there be ſuch an Union 
of natures in the perſon of ('briſt, in 
which neither nature communicates 
any thing to the other , beſides the bare 
name; they ſeem romeo feigne aque= 
ſtion which never was betwixt the pro- 
teſtanr Churches. For with one voice 
they confefſe ; Thar fach is the Union 
of the natures in thePerſon of Chriſt , 
in which many things are communica- 
ted to the humane Nature , yea all 
things, although excellent gifts, 
whereof a created nature can be a ſub- 


| jcR capable toreceive them. And &» 


venas no Proteſtant, corrupteth this - 


his wicked Interpretation , The 
Man 


: which, Craz.rr, 
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Crap. 11. Man Chriſt bath the bare, and empty tizl 


of God, So neither doe any deprave this 
propoſition, T be Mas Chriſt is omnipe« 
zent,with this perverſe expoſition, The 
Man Cbriſt 14 ins word only or title Omni. 
potent : bur acknowledgerh the matter 
it ſelfe , which is ſignified in this Pre- 
dicate,cruly, andreally to agree tothe 
Man Chriſt, becauſe it truly agreesto 
his perſon, which the terme fan doth 
deſigne and denote. - They which on 
the other fide defend, that it is not on» 
ly cruly ſaid, ofthe Man Chriſt, that he 
is Omnipotent , Omniſcient, &c . bur 
alſo that of the humane nature ofChriſt, 
that the ſame is Omnipotent , Omniſcient, 
ec. yetdoe ſo temper , andexplaine 
this their opinion, that they deny theſe 
divine properties to bee powered into 
the humane nature, or ever become 
properties fixed, and ſerled in the hu» 
mane nature; and determine them 
only by the perſonall Union, and cx- 
alcation that followed upon it , to be 
attribared ro himin his Perſon, and not 
feverally, It there be any difference, 
berwixt cheſe Opinion, iris fo ſubtle, 
ſo farre removed from the Copechy, 
an 
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and comon underſtanding: of ChriftianCrxar. 1 r 

people, thar ir cannot be in thenumber 

of fundamenrall Do&rines , except 

'te | wewill faine a new kinde of fundamen= 

8- | ralls, hicherto unknown, atid unheard 

er | of ro the Catholike Church , and 

'& | people of God. | 

he | As concerning other queſtions, 

to | which thoſe foure words, have bred 

th | untous,Y erbally, Realh, ts the Concrete, 

on | in the Abſtrai#, we may freely ſay, fach 

n- | termes of Art ought not co enter into 

he | thearticles of the Chriſtian Faich;from 

ut | the knowledge wherof depends,the life 

f, | and Salvation,not only of learned men; 

3, | andLogicians,bur of the unlearned,and 

ne | of all common Chriſtians : Moreover, 

ſe | jc is lictle ſareable, that we ſhould ſeek 

to | fundamentall Do&rines in Propoſiti- 

ne | ons,as long,as it is not agreed on, of the 

l» | ſenſe and fignification of the rermes, 

m | which are uſed inthe framing of chem, 

X- | Bur what comes to be underſtood ,; Colleq. . 

under the name of Concrete , what Mompte . 
| under the name of Abſtra#, conld rent} 

© | norbe conſented on, berwixt Fames © 

*> | Andrewes, and T heodort Beza , neither 

', | as yet doe the Diyines of both fides 

K well 
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well agree in the ſignifcarion of theſe 
words , when they are referred to 
Chriſt. Therefore ir is enough for the 
retaining of [[nity betwixt Churches, 
that all acknowledge the Communic» 
tion of Properties, not to be verball, 
but reall, fo farre forth as that the ſame 
andone only Perſon to whom it is attri- 
bured, istraly and really God, isalfo 
truly and really man , and therefore 
things may really be predicated of God 
which belong to Man , and of the Man 
Chriſt, which belong ro God. 

Bur if we ſhould change the name of 
God, into Godhead ; or Man, into 
Manhood ; all alſo wil acknowledge, 
that the Propofitions are not to be re- 
ceived with the ſame certainty ; None 
will douvr ofthis Propoſition. 

God was Crucified tor our fins : 

Bur if it be thug altered. 


The Godheador Divine Nature was | 


Crucifed for our fins, 

It will afford occation, not only of 
doubting , but of being deceived. So 
this Propoſition is placed , without the 
reach of all queſtion. 

The Man Chrift is omnipocent, om» 
nipreſent, &c. Bur 
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But it che word Man, be changed in- CHAP. 21- 
to the word Manhood, as to ""g 

The Manhood or humane nature of 
Chriſt js omniporent, omnipreſent, 
&c. ic will not appeare fo plainly, to 
the Orthodox in their Judgement, ,, __., 

Anguſtine ſhewerh us the light , to Erif.102. 
frame and underſtand ſuch Propoſiti- & Tom.6. 
ons, nade of Chriſt, God , and Man, contra Ser. 
almoſt in every book. Ler the places 47/4*.tome 
noted on the margin be conſulted with. ry 
Alſo Lutber himlelfe in Hoſpimian, hath zo = 
many things moſt worthy to bee conli- 10.S.N.14 
deced, of the Perſun of Chriſt , and 4 verbs 
communication of bis Artribures, and _ j 
moſt ru the purpoſe, for the true un- —— 
derſtanding of this queſtion: I will adde 15,16,17; 
this onething , thar thoſe two Propos 18, 
fitions , 

The Man Chriſt is God, 
The God Chriſt is Man. 
Which are the foundarion of all the reſt, 
in which this communication of Actri- 
bures ( whereof the ſtrife is ) is made, 
are above andagainſt all-rules of Lo« 
gicians and Philofophers. In vaine 
therefore doe we leane to rhe conſe- 
quencies ofLogick, when we endeavor, 
: K 2 eg 
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CxAP-11- to annex other new fundamentalls unto 


them : we doe it in tearing and rending 
the unity of the Churches , when they 
cannot fee alike the force of ſuch con» 
ſequencies. For thoſe which acknow- 
7s and embrace the truth of all fun- 
damentals, in this queſtion about the 
Perſon of Chriſt , ace notto be caſt off 
from other Churches, for every error 
in the manner of ſpeech, or ignorance 
inthe manner of inferring or — 
of conſequencies. Now in the la 
place, let us briefely ſee what is to be 
determined in that comtroverfie, which 
is about divine Predeſtination. 


Of Divine Predeſtination. 


S concerning this controverfie, 

many things in the very heat of 
diſputation, have fallen from ſome pri» 
vate DoQtors of great account, . which 
ſeem notto agree ſquare to the exat 
rule of Truth.i Bur theſe things ought 
not tobe urged, tothe breaking aſun- 
der of the Unity , and Communion of 
the Churches, if once it appeare to all 
Proteſtant Churches, that , that is con» 
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ceffary to be believed unto Salvation, 
and thar all errors are rejetted of all, 
which croſſe and oppoſe Mans Salvati- 
on to be obtained by Chriſt, Look 
into all the Confeſſions of the Refor- 
med Churches, you ſhall finde nothing 
left out of them , which may be called 
fundamentall ; nothing pur into them, 
which overthrowerh any fundamen- 
tall Article. All doe conſent, thar 
none is elefted or Predeitinated from 
Eternity 'ro Salvation , except our of 
the meer , and moſt free mercy and 
race of God; that none in rime is 
drought to Salvation or Erernall Life, 
except by the way of Faith , Repen- 
ance, and new Obedience. Allo all 


grant, that God from Ecrernity ; did as 
well decree to givetothe Ele& , as he 
did foreſee all thoſe ſaving goods 
[hould bee given them , by helpe 
whereof they are brought to Erernall 
Life That hedid alſo decree, fo to 
give to them , and'did foreſee that 
this aving grace ſhould ſo bee given, 
that they cannor boaſt of any cauſe, or 
oecafion found, or foreſeen in them- 

K 3 ſelves, 


fefſed , whatſoever in this matter isne- Crap.1r - 
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Crap, rx. lelyes of this Gods bounty unto them; 


GY 


Rom .14, 
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Laſtly, they grant that all the certain 
ty which fingle perſons have, or ought 
ro haveto erernall Life, ought not to 
be ſought 2 Priori, beginning at the Top 
inthe Decree, or Preſcience of God; 
but poſteriori, beginning at the bot- 
tome, in the fruirs of Faith and Holi» 
neſſe, And moreover, they conclude 
this, That the Ele& rhemlelyes cannar 
be ſuſtained or refreſhed with the com» 
fort of their eleftis or (alvation, when, 
and as long as they wander our of the 
way of Salvation , becauſe the boly Spis 
rit will not beare witneſſe to their hearts, 
that tbey are the ſonnes and heires of God, 
bur when they are led by the Spirit of God, 
But men cannot havea ſure and firme 
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comfort oftheir EleQion and Adopti- 
on, except the Spirit witneſle rhis unco 
their (pirits. | 
Now ag touchiog, that Paſſing men | 
by, or not Eletting them, which is | 
commonly called Reprobation ; I 
ſce nothing Fundamentall whereof | 
there is any difſention berwixt the 
Reformed Churches. If- as yet all 


things be nor well agreed on berwixt | 


par 


Brotherly (ompmunion, 


particular Doors, Let them fo em- Crap.11 . 
ploy their Armes, and uſe their  "" 


{trength, that they pluck nor aſunder 
the Churches themſelves with a dan- 
gerous Schiſme. The Authors of our 
Ergliſþ Confeſſion, in the X V I TI. Ar» 
ticle,where Predeſtination is handled, 
would not fo much as in a word touch 
upon the other Queſtion of Reproba» 
tion, both becauſe ofthe uſelefle ſpecu- 
lations which mens curioſitie would 
extrat thence, as alſo becauſe 
out ofthe Do&rine of Predeſtination 
well grounded, ſo much may cafily be 
gathered as is neceſſary. or profitable 
to know or hold of Reprobation. But 
neither for this thing 1s there cauſe to 
diffolve the Brotherly [Union betwixr 
Proteſtants. All grant and agree, that 
theſe Propoſitions are moſt true. 

That the A& of Reprobationin God, 
as that of Elef&tion, is from Eter- 
nity. 

Thar none is Reprobated from E- 
ternity;, which might not be Repro- 
bated without all Cruelty or Inju- 
ſice. | 

That no one was fore-damned of 
K 4 
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Cxanr.rt.God from Erernicie, whom he from 
Eternitie did not foreſee wrapt up in 
the guilt of damnation, 

Thar no one ſhall in time be damned, 
butrthrough the moſt Juſt merir of his 
owns corruption and impiety. 

Thar the Originall, and cauſe of all 
Evills , which drownes Reprobates in 

rdition, is not found in God Repro- 
Calne » butin the Reprobates cheny- 
ſelves, | 

That this Erernall Reprobation 
cannot _= ro any particular Per- 
ſon, unleſſe out of the fruirs moſt wor- 
thy of damnation, which he brings 
forth, and loves to bring forth to the 
end of his life. 

That there isno ſingle Perſon, which 
may not attaine Ecernall Life ; by Re. 
penting , Beleeving , and Perſevering, 
according to the Tenor cf the Cove- 
nant of the Goſpell. 

Thar there is no ſuch Decree of 
God, by which Reprobates ſhould be 
forced, and neceſſitated to finne and 
periſh z Bur' alwayes they periſh by 
their own voluntary unbeliefe, and 
impiery, free, and not conſtrained, ' 


Ic 


| 


Brotherly Communion. 


—_—_— 


Ir appeared lately in the Conference Cnap.s1- 


of Lipfegh, thatthere is an agreement 
in all cheſe Points. If chere be any other 
things remaining, they are rather Con- 
troverſies about words, than about 
marter ; rather diſcords abour ſubtile 
Speculartions , than fundamentall Ar- 
eicles. Such are thoſe which are diſpu- 
red betrwixt Schoolmen , of the Signi- 
fication of the very words , namely 
Predeſtinatiou and Reprobation , of the 
Imaginary order of Priority , and Po- 
ſterioricy berwixt the Eternal! As of 
Predeſtinating , and Fore-knowing of 
the unſearchable manner of Divine 
working about all humane AZions, 
whether good or bad, of the necefſirie, 
or Contingency of all things, which 
from Eternity were predeſtinated , or 
fore-knowne of God. In ſuch per- 

lexed Controverſies, it cannot bee, 
-_ contradiftions muſt ariſe ofren« 
times berwixt Diſputants:Yer brother- 
ly Concord, may be made up, and 
maintained berwixt the Churches 
themſelves, asanciently ir was preſer- 
ved betwixe the African and Latine 
Churches, Their Do&ors in the mean 
time 


152, An Exhortation #6 
. CHAD. 11. time being of different opinions in the 
__ weighty Queſtion of Baptizing of He- 
hep reticks. To cloſe up all in a word; 
Tubaian- Thoſe Churches ( falily ſo called ) may 
zum. be forſaken , which poſſefſe nos the 
Etin ſent. Foundation of the Apoſtles preaching : 


#P:/c. 4 Bur true Churches ought not to be de- 
F _ 'e7* ſerted and pluckt aſunder from others, 
for the Errors of particular DoQors, 
becauſe the Faith of Churches leanes 
not upon the names or writings 
of lingle Perſons, 
*,* 


. 
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Brotherly Communion, 


Cnan KIL 


Some ObjeGion!,wberewith fan Learned 
Drvines bave been moved to breake off 
the Communion betwixt Proteſtant 
Churcbes , are anſwered, 


PAMGRuly it isro be bemoan- 

y ed, Thar ſome fo far 
w- abhorre from the Bro» 
therly Communion 


themſelves , that they 
charge this very _ as a fault upon 
peaccable Divines , that they will nog 
ſuffer, chat rheſe Controverſies which 
are handled berwixt Learned men, 
ought to break off the Bands of holy 
Brocherbood berwixt the Churches 
themſelves. Bur let us weigh what 
Reaſons they chiefly rely on, who con» 
tend, that this digjoyncing of Chur- 
chesis abfalutelyneceffary. 


No Communion is to be retained Ay. r. 


with thoſe Churches which —_ 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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CxAr12. and with obſtinacy defend corruptions | thi 
—— ofDo&rine, intrenching on the Glory, | jm 
and repugnant to the Word of God; - | pa 

£ bur the Lutherans thinke that this is un 
done in many points by the Catvinifs; | 
andonthe other fide , the Calvinifts no 
complaine, that rhe ſame is done by the | ir: 
Lutherans : Therefore it is not lawfull to 

for theſe Churches' which are ill d- | th 
ſinguiſhed by the names of Zutber and ar 

Calvin, to retaine Brotherly Commu» 

nion amongſt themſelves. major q 
Propoftion they conceive well foun- C 
dedinthat moſt true Maxime:, That y 

all chings which we doe, are to be re- ( 

I Cor.l0,z1, ferred to the Glory of God, The mi- ( 
nor, they account themſelves to haye c 

roved, by running over all theſe ( 

heads of Dodtrine whereabour- they | | 

\ 


contend z for the Divines on both fides 

doepreſume , that their Opinions doe 

ever make to the illuſtration of Gods 

Glory , -and that the cantrary alwayes | 

obſcures it. | 
Anſw. None denie, but thatin all our a&i- | 

ons,we mult level atthe Glory of God, | 

and it muſt alſo be confeſſed, that this 

is che nature of fin, and falſe Do&rine, 


that 
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Brotherly Communion 


that alwaics of itſelfe it is of force to Craps, 


impaire the Glory of God in ſome 
part. But that to me ſeems weak and 
unſound, which both fides preſume up» 
on, as on a thing to be granted, and 
not atall cobedenyed , | that 
it tenderh to the Glory of God, for us 
to renounce Brotherly comunion with 
thoſe Churches, wherein Do&rines 
are defended in ſome manner, and de- 

ree crofling the glory of God. Thoſe 

ings which ſo ſhake the Glory of 
God, that they ſuffer nor at all thoſe 
which are erroneous In them, to haye 
ſaving Communion with God , and 
Chriſt , neither doe they ſuffer Ortho- 
dox Chriſtians to reraine Brotherly 
Communion with them. But thoſe 
things which in ſome meaſure are re- 


| pugnant tothe truth of the Scriptures, 


and glory of God, but yet doe nor de- 


| ſroy the ſaid Communion, can in no 
| wiſeafford to any particular Church 
' Juſt cauſe of departing and dividing it 
' felfe from another : for this is the very 
| ſelfe came faulc,which the Ancients en- 


deavored to render odious to all,under 


the infamous name of Schiſme, Bur rhat 
a 


An Exbortation to 


Clan 13. alſo may be added,, that the Churches 


which arc in the right, doe well enough 
diſcharge their duryes, when they pro- 
vide and take care, that their owne 
People benor imcangled in the errors 
of others, when they endeavor with all 
genclenefſe ro reduce rhe wandring 
Churches into the way of Truth, But 
whenrhey depart from the Commmuni- 
on , and Brotherly Unity of the 
Church , from which Chrift hitherto 
hath not departed, rhey defend nor, but 
grievouſly wound the glory of God 
and Chrift , by this their feparation. 
Laftly, when the far greater: part of 
—— _ nor of 
earned ors, bur of frmple people, 
i cannottruly be affirmed, ls day 
underſtand the Errors propagated by 
the learned , muchleſſe thar they flick 
ro them, leaſt of all thar they ſtick ro 
them with obftinacy and wilfalneſfle, 
Therefore under pretence of theſe, the 
bands of Chriſtian Brotherhood are 
not to be broken berwixet whole 
Churches. For Fernſalem is built « a 
city which is at wnity an it ſeff,and which 
wil cake ic in very ill part, that her parts 
| are 
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- wart of wiſedome, that they cfteeme 


| branded with thenameof Herelie, is 
| notpreſently to bee recounted in the 


conceive that none can free or 


B rot berly Communion: ry 


are plucke , and broken afunder on CHA? 12 
any colour whatſoever. We aſcribe ic 
therefore to bean aft of Piery,thar they 
are fearctull to fin againſt the Glory of 
God, bur wee account itto be from 


the diviſion of the Proceſtant Chur- 
ches, as either a neceſkary, or fir,or law- 
full mcanes to che advancing of the 
Glory of God. 

Thoſe Churches cannot entertaine eg. 2. 
Brotherly Communion berwixrthem- Coll. Meme 
ſelves, whoſe DoCtors doe murually'ar» P47: 567+ 
raigne one another , as gnilty of horri« 
ble errorsand the worſt Herefies, (Bur 
the NoQors of the Proreftane Churches 
have done, and yer doe this intheir 
writings, Therefore the brotherly 
communion betwixt the Churches can 
neicher be retained nor renewed. 

Whatfoever by angry adverſaries, is Anſ. 


Caralogue of Herefies: for my you 
efend 


the Divines of the or thoſe fides from 
all errors intheic comrovesfal} Wri- 
tings, Wetherefore, who know well 


ro 
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CHAP.13, to mollifie the harſh ſpeeches of on? | I! 

own -—_ a fovourable inter. p 
pretarion, ought not any more to wreſt 

the crooked Sinks our Adverſa- | 

ries, and to make foule and horrible | ft 

Herefies , out of their errours whatſo- | M 

ever. Hitherto it may be added(which | tl 

all men killed in controverſies, know | 4 

robe moſt true )) that thoſe foute Here: | 

fies, which the Proteſtants charge one 0 

b 

$2 

0 

n 

n 

| 

lf 

1 

t 

( 

| 

| 

| 

| 


another with, for the moſt part are not 
expreſly found in the writings of the 
Doors themſelves, nor are affirmed 
of them in very words, bur are for- 
cibly racked , out of other words 
of theirs, by , I know not what , ſmall 
threads of conſequencies, whileſt th 
themſelves diſclaim them, & curſe ſuc 
Herefies from their whole hearr; Bur 
good men ought to dealefairely , and 
not to faſten' Herericall ſenſe on other 
mens words, when the Writers them- 
ſelves, which are the beſt expounders 
of their own words, can, and uſe tore» | 
ducethem to a Catholike ſenſe. More« 

. overler it be taken for granted (which | 
indeed isnor ro be granted) that theſs | 
DoGors were convicted of thoſe _ 

rible 
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ribleerrors; w hereof they uſe ro be ac- CHAr.12* 
caſed; namely, Thar they make God 4 


the author of fine : That they rhake 
numberlefſe men to bee createdro des 
ſtruion, and damnation; Thar they 
make Chriſts Body and Blotid abſenc in 
the Lords Supper,and'thar others alfs 
are ulyy condemned, for bringing in a 
double Onniportency intorche Church, 
one created, and anocher increared, of 
the Capernairs rending, and manglin 
ofthe fleſh of Chriſt, 'of Chrifts 
immenſe &-in finite ;' yet for theſe errors 
of the-Doftors,, were iclawfall for no 
man to'breake off chat Brotherly com- 
munion , which Chriſt Feſws our elder 
Brother will have: pr d ſafe ahd 
found, berwixc all-parrs of his Catho- 
like Church; which ching,we ſo much 
the roore confidently affirme;- becauſe 
( whatſoever may'be derermined' cots 
- the ' private Doors ) moſt 


| ſareir19;>chac all the forefaid errours; 
| — the fate _ _ _ 
| bychejoynt'conſent of all learned, 

| unlearned!; blackd, and branded with 
| thenote of Hereticall wickednefie in all 


Proteſtant Churches, Wherefore, what 
i L 


Was 
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CHAP12: was ancicntly Rald of Jluguſhune to the 
Epift.50s 


Pc s hich ill hared the brother: 
nity of Churches, If Czcilian beth 
f nr, rb pray; bow bis ins 
beritance , that being, a lice: altered, 
may be uſed of ug; It Luther did erre, 
IfCalvin did flip into an error, Chriſt 
therefore hath not loſt bis [[oiry 3 'nor 
oughe thoſe Chriſtian Chruches, wher- 
in Luther , or Calvin diſcharged the 
funRtion of a DoRor-, 16 loſe their 
Bratherly Conumunion, Laſily,where» 
as all particular Churches ate gathered 
together our of men ſubjet terror, te 
is more than probable , thatthere is no 
Church tobe found on de Earth, in 
which either thoſe that reach others, 
orare taught. by others. qre free from 
all- error, Jf therefore .atvy Prote-« 
(tant Church hath determined to have 
no brocherly communion with any, in 
which their famous rs have grie- 
voully erred, it may 1a 'COmMWUnis. 


cate which none ' heaven, yea hoe 
te Eves oitke Doi Then > 
; i ard, | 
tions ofthe Churches arg dur $0: 
made or allowed. | 
They 
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Brothexly Communize. 161: 


| They: chat fit in the Chaire ire cies C6343: 
Dodorgll op paſtarall,difcliarge A 
like office, and dome Aer —_— 
rus: the Forma of thai 

ur tive ; efpeciak 
ly, whentheir wricingsare ſerforthilg\ 
prine, whereby they are made publike ; 
and axe approved with” rhe ex prefie 
a leaſt with the filene ſuffrage , and 
conſent of \ thoſe Churches wherein 
they Rrve. When therefore the Do- 
Qors maintaine foule and damnable 
Herefies , the whole Churchis preſu- 
medro be guilcy of the fawe,and there- 
fore hrachetly Comnumion is to bee 
broken offto lefſe with rhe Churches 
themſelves ,than wich cheir Herericall 

ors. 

Tanſvers That the PtoreſtaneDo-41]* 
Rors which on both fides accule,, and 
are accuſed of (ome hotrible opinions 
publiſbed in their wrici ; wenn 
convictedby their adver 
rible a crime, by any t_r—hy or legall 

emenc./ i'Yea, noge canbe 
ofthoſe foule Herefics , which they 
themſelves , that are accuſed to main- 
taine them, have not confuted , and 
L 2 COlNe 


16'2 An Exbortation to Y 
Cray.rs- condemned in their writings, Let any 


refies', which hee exclaimes to be pub- 
likely defended* by Lather, or Calvin; 
by-choſe they call Lutherans; or ( alvi- 
ſti; one may cafily ſhew that they 
e been rejefted and condemned of 
ſame, FoebnGerard,a moſt learned 
man, and moſt famous in the Church 
of God, hath. vindicated Luther from 
ſuchaccyufationyColvin whilſthe lived, 
cleered himſelfe , and fince his death, 
many of ours have cleered him. There- 
fore the very, foundation of this argu- 
ment ſhaketh: as for thoſe things which 
archuilt-upon/it , they likewiſe doe 
tyreer everyone of them. [For, whoſo- 
ever (its in the Do@orall Chaire,is nor 
>.therefore to be preſumed to reach no= 
thing. befides-.the do&rine: ſtamped 
with the Church marke, andas it were 
confirmed under their authentical ſeal; 
Neither if more writers ſhould conſenc 
mthe ſame error, is the conſent of the 
whole Church preſently involved. For 
by ſending forth their bookes abroad 
intothe world, they makethem to be 
of common Right, that any may buy 
chem, 


* chat can prodizee any of thoſe foule He-: 
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them, bur nor of publike; authority ;, Crap. 12, 
All may read them, but .all ugh — 


to approve ,and beleeve every thing i 
them. That the matter is thus, 'tis 
plaine fromhence; Becauſe , rhe wri> 
tings of particular Doors which haye 
lived inthe ſane Church , have-ngt 
the fate” agreement which is pre» 
tended, chiefely in theſe. queſtions, 
which are in the controverſie : and if 
one DoRor let fall that, which may 
bend coward ſo me pernicious Herefie, 
it may cafily be ſhewn , that the ame 
was reproved and amended by ſome 
other. - + | J 
Therefore wich no colour of reaſon, 
are whole Churches convi&ed guilry 
of Herefie,, and tq be cur off from rhe 
Brotherly. communion with others, for 
the errours of theit private DoQors, 
whether falſly or rruly objeRted againſt 
them ; becauſe the common conſent of 
the whole Church doth not in the ſame 

appeare. | 44» 4 
Thoſe who. would. not have the 
Churches themſelves, to.beerentand 
torn aſunder, becauſe;'of the contro+ 
verfies bandied betwixe Proteſtants, 
L 3 they 
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Avſw, 


Crarit, chey Rem r ro be of this 


ns that 
vvety one niay' be faved | 


rude of errotcous people may bee res 
oetvedimothe fame Chdrch Milltant, 
and Triuttiphent : but thismaſt nor be 
granted, - 

If we ill ſpeak with the Seriptures, 
chenante vf ohne Religion ito be fitted 
arid applyed Hot to difficult queſtions, 
but to the points of Chtiftiah Faith; 
pttached to all ; abd received of all 
Clriftiari @hatches throughout the 
whole' world: ' They therefore er 
brace the true and one only Reli 4" ny 
- believe rhofe things vfG 

it, ofthe Church, ofall other bn 
befs; anal doe then, which are neceflar; 
tobe known & doiis,to the attaining ra 
Sal varibh. Wee conceive not there- 
Fore, thit every nnd In his 
butt Relipioty ; which he felignes ty 
HINGIE ; lt believe thit they thay 
be faved in the Chriſtian Rdlpion , 
afitl be' feared Intothe fame Church 
both Militzhe'; and Trhewiptone, wh 
is farre " folth h-' agree iy the Do« 
fine of 'the Goſpell ; -48 fc i4 res 
\ ET. quired 


tigiot , and A a promiſcuous ie 


RR or we * EY * 


| 


Brotherly ( omnrewnion jon, 


quired rharthe Faith of Chriſtians be Craz.12; 
laving to thoſe rhar beleeve , and that ; 
_ the worſhip which they yeeld unto 


God, be gratcfall and accepred of him 
in Chriſt. . . Bur rhey who thinkethat 
the perte& conſenting of Churches, is 
neceſſary cortheir meeting togerher in 
the Communion of one Church Mili- 
cant and Triumphant , can (carce free, 
and diſengage themſelves from their 
error, whoconceived the lique 
Church -- _— one rqmprre 
Y. re, who in 
her ro be done or be belecved, defend 
fuch points, with which che ſaving of 
Soules, and Spirituall worſhip of God 
cannot confift, rhey are truly ſaid, to 
have made a defeftion from that which 
is the alone ſaving Religion: bur rh 
who recaining all fundamentals of fait 
and Gods worſhip , differ from others, 
anderre inſome conſequences, or Do- 
&rines of leſſe moment , profelſe no 
new or other Religion , bur are con- 
victed nor as yetto have atrained, in 
that 'one onely Religion , to & 
knowledge, For fuchi jon of 
knowledge , God excludes none from 
L 4 the 
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_——__ 


her 


Crap, rz. the Church Milicanr, neither oughrwe 


Arg. 5+ 


plz. 


co'doeit, - . | 

We ought not to, reraine brotherly 
Communion with thoſe, whomir is an 
heinous fin to admir to the Lords! Sup 
pertogerher with our ſelves: Burj ſee» 
medunlawfull for the Lutherans, in ta» 


See the pref- king theLords Supper to communicate 
tothe con- with the Helvetian or French Churches. 


fer.at Monr.F or the holy = r of the Lord, a» 
$ 


mongſt other thisu(e, that it 
{hould-bee.the note and badge of the 
Religion , which every one profcfleth, 
For they who communicate with any 
Church, in the receiving of this Sacra» 

ent , by:this deed doe publikely pro- 
feſſe that they embrace Le dodrine of 
the ſame Church, and reje& the con- 
trary ,. and ſeparate themſelves from 
others, . We muſt therefore: in no caſe 
ſport and play with the receiving of 
the Lords Supper, nor therindifſemble 
any.chjing from which our heart doth 
abhorre ; .and therefore -wee cannot 
communicate with thoſe -Churches, 
which embrace not our Confeſſion, 
For by ſuch communicaring,we ſhould 
{cem ro derogare from our _—_— 
| an 
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Brotherly Communion; 


——=_ 


andfpncere Religion, and cither to Pa» Crap.12- 


rronize, or ſurely cloſely to favour the 
errorsof ether Churches, Ir is more 
fafetherefore ro Imirate che Chriſtian 
Emperours, who when the Arians did 
requeſt ro be received into Commurfſ- 
on with the Orthodoxe , they would 
not grant it untochem, before they did 
approve the doQrine of the Ortho- 

XE...;.: | 

We make noſtrife about that which 
is affirmed in the-firft place. Bur as 
for the Afſfumprion, namely , Thar it is 
unlawfull ro admit any to the. Lords 
Table,excepr them alone,who are rea- 
dy to ſubſcribe ro the Confeſſion of 
one/8 the ſame particular Church; this 
ſeemes to me, ought not to be defen- 
ded.For the Principall uſe of the Lords 
Supper is co recount the dearh,and Paſ- 
fion of Chriſt, which he ſuffered forthe 
Salvation of men, and to receive eter- 
nall Life by the Partaking of his Fleſh 


' andBlood, Irferveth allo to witneſſe 


and confirme the Union which Chri- 
ſtians ought co have berwixt them- 


ſelves , and with Chriſt Jeſus'rheir x Cor.10,. 


head. Laſtly,we confefſe, thar rhis Sa- '7- 


CIa- 
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" CB4?.7%- crament(ar allo chatocherof 
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isthe aoce and ofrhar Aiken 


which wee \ For men-canh 
united together. into wo name of Religziin, 
whether true or falſe , muleſſe they be 
bnund toget ber in ſorne fellowſhip of fi 
tiſmeis indeed the of the Chir 
ſtian Religion we , and not of 
the particular opinions and confefliom 
which we embrace before others: & al- 
ſo muſt we conclude of the Lores Sup- 
per; For rothe mutuall Communion 
of all Chriſtians mn the Euchariſt ,-ir is 
not required, that all who Communi- 
cate together, ſhould agree in the fame 
—— ney Eng, or the 
Frenth,or the Dntc ree 
inane Profeſliori of the Chitin and 
Catholik Faith. Ler us leave thee rigid 
and Tyrannicall domineerings to the 
Papiſts, who adjudge all ro be ſpa- 
raced from their Gotmmunion, which 
wouldnot ſwearz unto the Confeſſion 
of Treat. The holy Fachers did not 
doeſoc : bur vhey kept rhe Lords peact 
; withtboſe Cherche) which were of diſſe» 


rem apingons from themſtlver ;, removing 
a” none 


——_—  — 


nj- 
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 farped this ro themſelves, that they did 


' indhewtry Corhitunion of the Lords 


Fe. Broruly Concmettion. . 16, 


none from the right Communioh, be. Capt s. 
cauſe he refuſed - cotilent to the 'prk 

vace ſudgettient bf another particular 
Church; for chey acknowledged the 
Cath6like Faith, recelved with arrutt« 

inimous cotiſerit of the Catholike que: Ser 
Clurchyjo be the ctrt aiite, ard ſole Rule of 181. 
Faith, by which Beltvert retake the Ci 

tholike Unity, Bur let hin who'can 

fhew that Particular Chutches ever ns 


eur off others from the Brothetly 

Comtmunion with themſelues, for di- 

verficit of opiniotis in matters fot as , Serrat. ls 

yetderermined by the Judgement of ;, 1, © 

the Caholike Church, on one fide or | 

ther. Vidor indeed artempted to dee 

this,. and after him Seepber , both Bi- 15.5. ca. 

ſhops of Rome. - Bur it is plaineout of 13.0-bh % 
;thar rhis Separation was founs <4 4- 

ded on no right, ard ed Goals 4 

dilþleaſed the pious and Godly 


thers, 
Therefore farre be it from us, thac 


Supper,we {hould as ir were proclaime 
war againit all oth Churches which 
will not make our parricalar G_ 

on 
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- Au Exbortation to 


Vid. Aut. 


Crarts Gon their, owne, or. will nos forſke 
— cheirown,thar they may embrace ours, 


Ifwe'canceive our. Churches to be of 
the tighter and truer-opinion than 6 
ther Churches in certaine'Queſtions, 
not as yer determined, wee kave-juſt 
cauſengt ro Communicate with them 
in their errorss but thence have .no 
cauſe ar all co Communicate with them 
in the Sacraments. - Foraſmuch as no 
errour in which men may erre, preſer- 
ving flill the Faith whereby wee are 
Chriſtians ,, gives us-power to. depart 
from other Churches, or to abhorre 
fromboly and brotherly Communion 


contra. 7,4, With them. Neither doe thoſe Chri- 
Pelag./iþ.1. ſtians play with the Sacraments , and 
cep- 2-&-de incurre the guile of dilſembling,: when 
peceat.Orige they celebrate one Lords Supper with 
(ih.2-623, them, whom they know to differ from 


themfelves in ſome heads of Dofrine 
in divinity.: For the Sacramenc of the 
Enchariſt is not inſtituted of Chriſt to 
thiscnd, that it ſhould be a note or to- 
ken of perfett Knowledge in all which 
arefellow-partakers ofthe ſame:There- 
fore; neither of perfe& Agreement: 
which perfe& Agreement it 1s altoge- 


£1 ther 
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Brotherly Communion ———_ 


Knowledge of Chriſtians. They 
re who uſe this moderation to- 
wards-other Churches, that they re- 
jx& chem not from 'Communion'with 
themz under' pretence of difference in 
particular confeſſions, even 'themſelves 
afo enjoy the ſame benefit amongſt 0- 
rw even in - mean SD doe 
ogare thi m their 

owne confeſſion 7 ho , and Patro- 
nize a:ſtrange one; bur they doe not 
at all challenge to: chemſelves the' po- 
wer of dividing of: Churches, or dif 
folving,:of Brotherly Union betwixr 
Chriſtians, from that cauſe which vei- 
ther Chriſt northe Apoſtles, noe the 
Primitive 'Church' would ever have 
approved. Laſtly,the Example fetch'd 


ns —— 


—_ 


from the Ariany, is altogether divers, 
and farre off from the matter in hand ; 
for we willingly: grant , that Brother- 
ly Communion - 1s' to be denyed to 
them, not onely of ſome one particular 
Church, but even of all, who durſt de- 


| nietheEcernall divinity of Chriſt, For 


 thisiscooverturnethe moſt ſolid foun- 


dation'of Chriſtian'Faith , and =_ 


impoſſible to finde in the Iniper» CxAr.:z, 


Li 


An Exbortatian to 


CH4> 12, Salvarion. Bur far difffrenc is the Rey 


6g apd nature of thaſe Contravaaſin 
which are diſputed of in the Proms 
ant Churches,andin which they dif 
ter,and diſagree amongſt:themſelves; 
Forin pong of theſecan any uwruly fay, 
That either the Foundation of mans 


 ſalvmianisoverchrown,or the Autho: 


— —_ Church contame 
nea ,-or laſtly ;'c particular 
CR x for ent in fach 
204ats. {EPagatce ',' QF to rated 
tom che Rrotherly or ofall 
Chrikians, by ths Judgement and 
wer of the C "Church... Bur 
this ſewn to have nodoube ar all in it, 
that one particular Gburch doch us» 
jally cue of any other frgm her Com- 
m4non, when for the fare opinions, 
aces to the ancient diſcipline of 
theCatholite Chutch, and rules Ca- 
| eltabljthed,: ſhe was nor to be 
_ caſt off from all acher Chur- 
C 
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'BuKthrough the love of Peace , and © 
defige:of 'renewing- concord berwixe | 


moſt famous Cimtches, I am carried 
much farther, chan at firſt I propoun» 
ded 


=28E+ 


———  - 


HEGHS TRAEFROPEACE 


Brotherly Communion 


ded to my ſelfe. I will now turne 
Speech ro God himſelf z whom I ham 
bly beſcech » that at laſt he would be 
pleaſed ro binde up the differences of 
all che Proteſtant Churches, and to 
make them up iats one, and that he 
would ſhew unto all, That is agrees 
argc ciOnt 6, is be 
worlhipped in Unity. Now I rake my 
ani yr moſt deare Brethren of 
the forrain Churches, with the Exhor- 
tation of moſt holy Aug»ſtine, If you will 
live of the Holy Spirit , bold Charity , love 
Verity, de fire Unity, that you may come to 
Eternity, Fo rhe Gofiet beaven, who 
is che God of Peace'z to Jeſus Chriſt 
our Lord, whois the Prince of Pe 
tothe Holy $pirit , whe jsthe Bond © 
Police ; be Glory, Honor , and 
Thankeſpgiving, for ever, 
and ever, Amen, 
KK 
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